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E R R A t A. 
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Pa^e 2^, Kne 5, for Gimhlacentfts^ read Gmbklcenjti, 
^, line 5, for Don D&n^ read Z)^^. 
57, laft line of note for Owbtielaf read OribueU. 
Sy, laft line, for Bracenfts read Brachdrenfes^ 
125, verfes, line 4, /or <zwrcr read a;f£//. 
13 1 , line 4thv of verfes, for mnguno duo^ read mngufUli 

134, line 14, ioiJatyTf tt^A/dtire. 
159, line 16, for Cetinia, read Cktina. 
i66i laft line for winptefori read wrquifirti 
270, line 14, for Elvina, read Ehnra. 
38S, line ift> for 00/ ^iri^, read;/tir w/ 0«^. 


Direftions for the PUteS, 

pMite ift> Don Francifco de Quevedo, to face the title* 
md, Oardlafo de la V^g^ to face p^ige 155^ 
3di Don Aloy7J^^^4^> to face ^a^t^'^ 
4th> Lope de ytgz, to &ce 249. 


P R E F ACE. 

QO many Englifti travellers have of late pub- 
^ liihed their remarks in their refpeftive tours 
through Spain, th&t it is not without the utmofl 
deference that the preftnt Letters arc offered 
to the public ; as not only the mod remarkable 
objefts in that kingdom have been fully defcri* 
bed, but we have moreover ha4 catalogues of 
greek and latin books in libraries, lifts of pic- 
tures, ^nd circumftantial accounts of buildings^ 
both Roman, Gothic and Saracenic, annexed to 
th<5 various incidents of travelling. — ^Another 
writer has had recourfe to the very rocks and 
mountains, has dug ^ into the bowels of the 
earth, and vifited the mines, defcribing the 
fubterraneous kingdoms of nature, as well as 
the various trees, and plants that cover the fur- 
face of that extenfive couptry. What then re- 
mains .to the prcfent writer? or how can he 
flatter himfejf with prcfenting any new matter 
worthy the attention of his readers, that will 
ftancj the teft, before the piercing eyq of criti- 
cifm ? yet methinks whatever may have been 
the caufe, whether from bad roads, wretched 
inns, or extravagant price of provifions, in the 
courfe of thefe different peregrinations ; the 
mountain of ParnafTus has not been viGted by the 
curious traveller, and the fpanifti mufe has tun- 
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IV PREFACE- 

ed het tyre ^rfi6tit htihg difturbcd fey t&cf 
«nbailowed ftepl^ cff chtf rambling jlranger.— 
Shoold this fee the tife, arid that the atrthor 
fliould have prtktrtd the CtiftaRan fprirJg ta 
the tempting juice df th€f Ld MSncha grapi, he 
ftilf clartfts irtdulg^Me for the many inn perfe'c- 
tbiia of the f^HoWiftg Iketch, While he trtrly 
dreads the charge tf( ihfe*icatk)H from theftf 
fliallow draughts } * at the fame iitt\e he afe-' 
knowlegcs to have t&keft rStficr a curfoty 
viei^r of Don (^rxot^s library, and fome pdems^ 
are not mentioiied fuch m the Auftriada of 
John Rufo, i:be t^ars §f Angelica j "fi^ F6Himi 
of Love of Antoaro Lofraico of Sardinia, with 
fome others praifcd by Cervantes. However 
tranfient, the merit of thcfe may have been, 
it is not fo with an ingenious and biif- 
lefque poem intitled the Mofohea by Jofeph de 
Villavicibfa, which IhouW not be forgotten, 
though not particularly mentioned in thil 
"work:' the poet has defcribed with infinite 
humour and pleafantry the inconveniences ari- 
fing from that troublefomc infcft the mofchet- 
to : a new edition of it was lately publifhed 
at Madrid and dedicated to our ambaffadof 
then at that court, Ldrd Grantham, evidently 

• See Pope's Eflay on Cflticifm. 
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nidrtifeftmg in tfefe perfoo ef that atcoii^pliihcd 
nobkt^M, a fenfibility of the impartial arid rt^ 
{fried Judgment of the Bfrrtifh natidri, tff 
^hich the fj)anifh tntffe ktthed defifous tor 
court the particular favour and af^plaufc* 

It hzi been faid by a great and learned french 
writer " that the Spaniards have btit one book/ 
and that one, fhews the ridicule of all thi others/' 
How far fuch a general refleftion appfcars ftr^in-' 
ed and tinftured with njltional prejudice, I ihalf 
leave to others to cohfider : — wifliingtoreverfe 
fo fcvere a fcntence, I now {land before the court 
of Apollo, and petition for a hearing. Can wfc' 
avoid doing that ju{tice to the furprifing ge- 
nius of Lope de Vega, the contemporary, and 
in a liianner rival, of our immortal Sbakefpeare ; 
or can we refufe encomiums to the learned and 
unfortunate Quevedo ? to whoni we may fairly 
apply the lines of Pope in favour of one of 

4 

our own poets. 

To hira the wit of Greece and Ropae was known^ 
And ev'ry author's merit but his own. 

To thofe who may be pleafed with poetical 
numbers, a few fpecimens are added of the dif- 
ferent kinds of Spanifh ver{ifix:ation. With rc-^ 

fpc(5l to the judgement pa{rcd on the fcvcral 

poets. 
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poets, I have followed the opinions of their 
own countrymen, and I further acknowledge 
my particular obligations for this purpofe, to 
two Spanifh academicians, Don Lewiu Jofeph 
Velazquez, Knt, of the order of St* James, in 
his Eflay on Spanilh poetry ; and to the new 
Spanifli Parnaflus, of Don John Jofeph Lopezdc 
Sedano, Knt of the order of Carlos T^rcero; 4S 
well as to the pofthumous Memoirs intended 
for the hiftory of poetry and Spanilh poets^^ by 
the late father Sarmiento, a learned Benedic- 
tine, from whofe valuable writings I have fe- 
lefted much information : flill the field is fo 
ample that a great deal remains unexplored : 
I have in a manner oqly traced (he fkeleton of 
a gigantic figure^ whofe proportions^^ like th? 
Farncfian hercules, are more eafily admired^ 
than defcribed. If therefore from want of abi- 
lities equal to the fubjefl:, \ am deficient ; 1 Ihall 
think myfelf amply rewarded, if on the whole, it 
may not be thought, I have already faid too 
much, and that I dp not fall under the imputa- 
tion mentioned by Swift; of fome writers, when 
he fays, " The moft accomplifhed way of 
ufing books at prcfent is, to fcrve them as fome 
do lords, learn their titles, and then brag of their 
acquaintance/' 
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SPANISH POETRY, 


LETTER 1. 

P^tyage to Barcekm.— 'College of ^robadours. — 
Caftilian language defcribed. 

t) E A A S I k, 

BARCELONA, id MAY, 1778. 

WHEN I took my leave of you 
at Genoii, and embarked 
in an Englifli veffel for Barcelona,^ 
I left you reading Petrarch. You 
may recoUedl I informed you how 
much that lUuftriotis poet had con- 
tributed to poll fh and improve the 
Poetry of Spain^ where he h^d nu- 
naerous admirers^ as well as imita- 

B. tors, 


2 ORIGIN OF 

tors, who introduced his metre Into 
their language, though not without 
oppofition at firft, from national pre- 
judice. 


You acquainted rae that you had 
already begun to read Don Quixote 
in its original language^ and the ce- 
lebrated Spanifh tranflation of the 
Aminta of Taffo, byjauregui, found 
in Don Quixote's library, and fo 
highly praifed by Cervantes. You 
requefted my opinion concerning tl^e 
Poetry of Spain, with fome informa- 
tion relating to their Poets, the lime 
when they flouriflied, and where their 
works were printed. Senfible how 
unequal I am to the tafk, I promifcd 
however to give you in the c6urfe of 
my tour, a flight fketch of the Ori- 
gin and Progrefs of national Poetry: 


in 




SPANISH POETRY, 5 

in that kingdoxn, to trace its viciffi- 
tudcs through die mazes of hiflory 
and conqucft, after the irruption of 
the northern hive, and fucceeding 
invafion of the Saracens ; finally, it3 
improvement from the Trobaidours, 
as weir as flourifhing flate under the 
kings of G aft tie : particularly after 
they had driven out the Moors and 
difcovered a new world; furnifiiitig 
additional fcenes to the fancy of the 
poet, and unexplored regions to the 
elegant pen of the hiftorian. 

I arrived at this famous city after 
a pleafant paffage of feven days. Out 
veffel was filled with a motley collec- 
tion of paffengers, confiftirig of Spa- 
nifli tumblers returning to Valencia, 
Italian adreffes and fidlers, recruit- 

B 2 ing 


4 ORIGIN OF 

ing ferjeants, pilgrims, and friars. 
As the weather was fine, we wqre 
continually entertained upon deck 
with the fhrill fife of the foldier, the 
jarring found of a diffonant guitarre, 
the din of the caftanets, with the 
fandango dance, and the love fongs. 
of the adreifes ; all which were occa- 
fionally interrupted by. the grave dif-, 
courfe of a yerierable friar, who had 
lived many years at Rome, and was 
now returning home wrapt up in 
monadic forms and. regulations. — .■ 
We had fome blowing >veather in 
croffing the gulph'of Lyons^ tha( 
gave a paufe to our mirth; but the 

r * 

fca became fmooth like glafs, as \ye 
drew near to Barcelona, when the 
pleafmg fight of the coaft, with the 
verdant hills in the blooming May» 

enraptyred 
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enraptured the eye, while the fan- 
ning breezes wafted us forward, and 
our dhearful companions made this 
little voyage the moft pleafant I had 
ever performed; thus we entered the 
harbour in triumph, amidft the exul- 
tations of our jolly bacchanalians, , 
who made the hills echo with their 
vociferation. 


So much for mufic. Let me now 
return to the poets, for I am already 
on claflSc ground, and the feat of the 
mufes. It was in this city that a 
college was firft founded for the Tro- 
badours, who were fettled here to- 
wards the end of the fourteenth cen- 
tury, by John the ift king of Aragon, 
who fent a folemn embafly to France 
for the purpofe, defiring affiftance 

B 3, from 
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from the fOciety of Trobac^ours 
Thpuloufe, in order to introduce the 
Giaja Sciemia into Spain» a requcft 
which was immediately granted, apd 
two principal perfons were fent to, 
Barcelona, where they formed an 
eftablifhment : but before I take up( 
the Poet^,, I muft fay a few wdrds con- 
cerning the language, as the grounds 
work on which this fuperflrufture 
was to be raifed. 


The common langusige of Spain i% 
called Caftilian, or Romance. This isj 
what is printed in boqljL^, fpoken at 
court, in the uniyerfiti^s, and gene- 
rally in aU polite circles^ Tojeda 
was the ilaodard, wheti the refidence 
of the wionafchs; but'Oow Madrid^ 
undoubtedly beats i\^ palm. . This 

is 
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is the language that prevails in the 
two Gaflilcs, Leon, Aragon, Eftrema- 
dura, Andalufia, Navarre, Rioja and 
the mountains of Burgos ; in all 
which places it is common, with 
more or lefs purity, attended with 
an accent called Tonillo^ but with" 
out any variety of dialect;. It is not 
fo in Afturias, Galicia, Valencia and 
Catalonia, where they have a pro^ 
vincial dialect, infomuch that the 
Caftilian language is not univerfaj, 
though generally well underftood, 
and written in all parts, except 
in the mountains of Navarre and 
Bifcay, where it is neither fpoken, 
written, nor underftood by the com- . 
mon people, who have a diflferent 
language of their own, unconnedled 
Vrith the Caftilian ; but th^s is not 

^ 4 th^ 
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the cafe in Catalonia, Valencia, and 
Gajicia, the dialeds of which arc cor- 
ruptions^ of the latin as well as the 
Caftilian ; of courfe the afiinity of 
the latter has been clofer, and its 
progrefs more extenfive* 

From fuch a diverfity of dialers it 
is natural to fuppofe that no modern 
language abounds more than the 
Spanifh with foreign exprefEons, ow- 
ing to the variety of nations that have 
vilited that kingdom, conquered it, 
or become fubje^ to it? dominion ; 

which makes it diflEicuUrtotrace the 
origin of its words, and has fwelled 
the di^lionary of the Spanifh acade- 
my to fix volumes in folio, which is 
yet thought fo deficient^ that the firft 
volume has been reprinted with con-* 

iiderabl^ 
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fiderable additions, for whoever at- 
tempts an etymological work of this 
nature, muft, exclufive of modern 
languages, poffefs a rich fund of ori- 
ental literature, added to a perfe6l 
knowledge of latin and greek, a judg- 
ment of which may be formed fron> 
the fpecimen exhibited by the learn- 
ed Cobarruvias(a). If then we fup- 
pofe the Spanifli language to be di- 
vided into. 100 parts, fijcty muft be 
allotted to latin, ten to greek, ten to 
the goths and northern nations, ten 
hebrew and arabic, and ten german, 
Italian, and french, with the new 
words imported from the Eaft and 

Weft-Indies, 

/ ■ 

(a) Teforo de la lengua Caflellana o Efpanola, pqr 
Ppn Sebafiian de CpbarruviasOxozco, Madrid, 1 6 1 1* 
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In tbc year 1300 there were five 
national languages fpoken in Spain^ 
viz, the Caftilian, Lemofin, Portu- 
guefe, Galiciani and Bifcayan, in 
their refpeclive provinces ; while the 
following dead languages were equal- 
ly common, viz, the hebrew amongft 
the Jews, the arabic amongft the Ma-^ 
hometans, and the latil^ and greek a- 
mongft the Ghriftians. Aldrete has 
fairly proved in his book on the 
*^ Origin of the Caftilian language," 
that it never exifted as a diftin<3; lan- 
guage prior to the invafion of the 
goths, and that it owed its origin to a 
corruption from the latin, though the 
exa6l time could not be fixed. Se- 
veral parchment iqfciriptions and pa- 
ems having been difcovered and dug 
up in Granada in the fixteenth cen-» 
tury/ weakly attributed to St. Ceciliua 
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a difciple of St. James, ai>d fuppofed 
to be coeval with the days of the a* 
poftles; yet written in the Spanifh 
language ; thefe were alleged with an 
intemperate zeal againft Aldrete, 
who, dreading the iron hand of fu^ 
perftition, arid not daring jta contra- 
dict); the blind notions of his country-* 
men, unwilling at the fame time to 
give pp his opinion, he fell upon this 
Singular device, '* that thefe writings - 
were delivered in a prophetic ftrain," 
and thus avoided the conteft. Thef^ 
monuments of grofs and bigoted ere- 
dulity were carefully fent to Rome to 
be examined, where they have fince 
been finally condemned, and the bu-' 
finefs is- now at an end fa). We need 

^] Papebrocliius, in his Life of Ferdinand tho 
£uot,. for the 304h of May, has given a full account 
of thefe Grauada pPQtti$ ; even the reading of them 

not 
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not then be furprifed at their igno* 
rance in other matters relating to the 
antiquities and hiftory of their coun- 
try. Father Sarmiento, a learned be- 
nedi^line, complains, that there are 
feveral hebrew and arabic books, re- 
lating to Spain, with which his own 
countrymen are totally unacquaint- 
ed ; adding that Albupharage was ; 
tranflated by an Englifhman, Elmacin 
by a Dutchman, and the Geograpkia 
Kubienfis by a Maronite, bdng all a- 
riabic comppfitions, which, without 
abfolutely belonging to Spanifli hift- 
ory, are replete with a variety of matn 
ter that greatly ferves to illuftrate 
its hiflory and geography. But let 

tvas prdhifaited in 1641, and they were finally con- 
demned in 1682. ^''Memorias para la hifloria de la 
Foefia y Poetas Efpanoles. For £1 Rmo. F. M« 
Martin SarmientOf Madrid, 17 75*'* 

me 
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me not involve you in fuch a chaos. I 
have already exercifed your patience 
and let me rather entertain you with, 
this agreeable climate, fo particu- 
larly inviting at this feafon of the 
year. 

I have made an. excurClon to the 
famous' mountain of Montferrat, the 
w^onder of naturalifts, which our en- 
glifli travellers in Spain 'have fuf- 
ficiently defcribed. I fpeak of it on* 
ly in a poetical flyle, as it has been 
celebrated in heroic verfe by Chriflo- 
pher de Virues of Valencia, whofe 
poem of Monferrate I fend you here- 
with, which makes it ufinecefFary for 
me to add any more on the fubje6l. 
You may remember this poem was 
aifo in Don Quixote's library, and 

preferved 
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preferved from the flames* Should 
this find you reading that incompara- 
ble romance, obferve that I have juft 
been on the fpot near the walls of 
this city, where the Bachelor Sanfon 
Carrafco, alias the intrepid CabaUero 
de la Blanca Luna^ overthrew in fingle 
combat the unfortiuiate hero of La 
Mancha, and gave the finishing (Iroie 
to his extravagant adventures. 


Adieu. 


LETTER 
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LETTER IL 


Latin foets in Spain after the tonqttejt of tbg 

« 

RomatfiSy and under the Gaths% ' 


BARCELONA, iJith MAY, 1778. 

AS you propofed to fet out im- 
mediaiely for England, and 
to pafs with the utmoft expeditioa 
through France; I hope I fhall fooi^ 
hear of your fafe arrival, as it will 
be fome time before I can join 
you. Whatever may be the novel- 
ties and pleafure arifing from travel, 
the mind naturally preponderates to- 
wards hoftie, and I feldom pafs a day 
without calling a^wiftful eye towards 
England, and enjoying, in private, 

the 
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ihe pleafing expe6lation of returning 
to my own country, and once more 
with rapture, to hail fair Britannia! 

I find, fince I came hete, that I ' 
had a narrow efcape, and that if I 
had been longer at fea, and obliged by 
any accident, to put into Marfeilles, 
our fhip would have been feized and 
ourfelves become the dupes of a per- 

/ 

fidious and inveterate enemy ! but 
thank God we have had the good 
fortune to avoid their deceitful wiles. 


Having mentioned to you the de- 
feat of "the hero of Ln Mancha^ you 
will perhaps expe6l from this place a^ 
fcene on the gallies, fimilar to the 
one defcribed in fo lively a manner 
in Don Quixote, but thofe days 

arc 
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are paft at; fistvceloiia i^the iiarboui! 
has long fidcbibbeii c&daked ap wieh 
fand ; the plans offered to YQtnc^ 
4y /this defied have been refjedtd; 
and though: :thQ dbty and port havd 
latdly been.heami&ed, thkplaie i^ 
only ftreqtieQted by (inaiL veffisls, and 
the ^ffeoal Avkich fervied Jbr thoftf 
g^Utes* J formerly the t«rirt)tf- of tl^eF 
Moors, is now convened anto a foun- 
dery of cannon, where I have feen 
them, bqfy at Woik. The odotfeirs 
are well a|^prized of this aiterationv 
for the day I e>>|erfid Baxcelofia^ I law 
two of. their ^mHers iland clofe in to^ 
the naputh of the harbour/ with, an 

) 

I have : fpf ipt my time vei^ sg^ea;^ 
^lyiQ this plactS, and ha»e ()ieeno£fe<( 

C veral 


« ( 


i8 ORIGIN OF 

veral cheafful parties in the n^igh-r* 
bourhood. I have laid in a provi- 
^fion of gpo4 Mataro wine, which is a 
red ^yinp little infieidor-tb P(9rt, ^and 
confiderably cheaper, and have had 
the^ pleafure to drink your heahh in 
a buaiper of excellent SUges^ by: iPir 
the bed of i all the Catalohian win^s, 
ivhich in general have a .roughnefs, 
with a certain gout de ierroir. 

PrevioiDS* to my departure for Va- 
][encia,: I refiime my'favotiriie fubje6l,^ 
and .entertain you- with the poets 
after the xbnqueft of the Roiinans, 

and unrder the Goths/ iis inirddiic- 

• • • ► 

tory to what I fhalL -fay of the 
Gaflilian mufe when I come to il- 
luftrate its differetjti'eris,. under its 
monarchs, till the fucceifion of . a 
: . -• french 
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french prince to the throne of Spain. 
I (hall point out the various Cancio- 
neros^ or coUe^lions, that havie been 
made of the Poets, the Spaniih 
tranflations of the greek and latin 
claffics, and italian poets, as 'well as' 
the Spanifh writers who have pro- 
felfionally treated of the art. 

V 

• r • 

We read that the natives were 

fond of poetry time immemorial, and 

♦ 

cultivated it with fingular delight. 

Silius Italicus delates, that the peo«« 

_ t • • • ' » * 

pie of Galicia coinpofed and fung 
verfes in their original tongue, Stra- 
bo extols the ingenuity of the Turde- * 
tani:, and fays that they had hiflories 
and poems, as well as laws written 
in verfe, when it was firft applied, as 
Horace lays, to foften the manners, 

C 3 and { 
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tp civil jTpG^fity^ AstitP thpppiplMlyq 
^^ffJLagq of SpaiR we grie ^ijl in th^ 
<^a?K cpncer|iing[ if, if j^p give, jt % 

1Sfifim,qi: p<?e$fy wi.H:.»ailHmUy;l9>. 

derfland, I mufl refer you to a learn- 
ed hrit^O^^^Utfi^ f(5>. yrhpfe re&|ipd 
2j^ c^a.^at tafle w€^re indebted, for 
^j'wftl^aflflbe BO?ffy pf that peqplf^ 


i » * • - 


A^cf ,Sga^^ba4I?epq pqi^gec^fl by- 
the; ^oman», it i,nfenilbl}<f becanife t|ie 

fe^ 9^v *J;^ *?»vfe&. ^iw« Juliuf 1?Y-, ; 
^^yi^i tJp^.frfc^mfl^ pf Auguftu5, a?^ 
a^cpjfdip^ to; Suetjonjus, a Spa^ji^rd, - 
by binb,, was ;t^^. intipi<ite fri€^49fj 
OyijiiJi^di^ faid tQ.b,c.the author q£ 

the 
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ihe ^ftrOttomieat pdetry that ^ots uri- 
dei^ his Tiaffti. Iri the fame a^ge floii- 
fifliefi SextiKus Hena, of yffhom Se- 
neca fpcaks btit ihdifFef^tly, taxing 
hitri Vf1:tht)eirtg more ifigeiliotis thatr 
teairwfed, aftd fo flighty zind uttequafi 
withal, ' thM he £eeme>d to fkll in-' 
to thie<>b<Ha&^ft and' fuftiafi whit^ 
Cicero ttfkes nmitt of in thfe pdcti 
of Cordova-, who perhaps had a pe- 
culiarity of manner and e(i6H6n, fttcit 
as eveii Livy the hiftoriah cottld not 
di vcft himfelf of. The tiif of Cof-i 
doVa ptoduced thtee good poets tin- 
det that moriftiQt Nero, the two Sene* 
cai and Latfati. The tratgcdies of 
Sencfca are the orrfy latin ^nes extatit 
tf she znciitits: Mafrtia;! of BilbiH^^ 
ilOW Badribdiai in Atagoh, lived xth*- 
IJDttrifiahv He mentiotis federal 

IC3 other 
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* 

Other poets that made a figure in hjiSr 
days ; fuch as Unicus, his kinfman, 
whofe brother was alfo a poet, Cani- 
us of Cadiz, Decianus of Merida, and 
Licianus alfo of Bilbilis. Fiom this 
time down to the emperor Confian- 
tine, the poetic vein feems to have 
greatly declined. Juvencus, a prieil^ 
put the gofpel. into hexameter verfe^ 
and was the firfl ecclefiaftical bard^ 
Arator tranilated the a£ls of the apof- 
tles into hexameters, and was follow- 
ed b^y Sedulius. , Latinus Pacatus, in 
a panegyric on the emperor Theodo- 
(ius, declares, that Spain abounded 
in valiant foldiers, eloquent orators, 
and excellent poets* . St. Jerome 
fpeaks of AquiUus Seyerus, a SpaniQi 
poet, who flourifhed under Valentir 
nian. Prudentius,, who lived in the 

fourth 
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fourth century, is equally read for 
the harmony of his numbers, as for 
the irtforftlation he gives of the qhurch 
hiflory of his time. 

We now come to the fifth century,' 
when the favage goth overrun the 
dominions of Spain ; though we 

muft not charge thefe invaders with 

» • « • ' • 

the ignorance and barbarity of the 
age, or make ^ them the Only def- 

poilers of that tafte which the ro- 

* . * * • 

mans had left with the Spaniards. 

• . 

A more powerful caufe opei'^ted on 
the mind r The gloom of fuperftition 
univerfally prevailed, the ecclefiaf- 
tic poet full of holy zeal lor religion, 
was afraid to bfeak in oh its myfte* 

» * « « « 

ries, and his genius was cramped ; 
without a fpark of poetic fire he writ 

C4 * hymns 
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hymns for the church, to ftrengthmi 
the devotion of the people, who wc w 
cautioned againA the allegory of the 
gentiles ; fo that by degrees every . 
idea of the fublime and beautifut 
was loft. Idacius however fpeaks of 
a Spani^ poet calkd Marobaudest 
who was. of illu(lrk>u8 birth, and an 
excellent orator, worthy eo be clafFed 
with the ancients ; adding that he 
flourtflied under Tbeodolius the 2Qd^ 
in whofe d'ays alfo lived Dracontiu^, 
who according to IKidore writ an he^* 
foic poem oa the creation of the 


' » 


i .. 


In tbA ^fc[^ c^^ntffry;v|re find thebi-*' 
fliop jQippniuSf* who $op}(>ofed< a pp^ 
^m i& wbi/civ he Qq)[f}pare9 the fiory 0f 
Ph^t^ l?i\the falleja* ajigels ; a^fi^gii- 

X 

lar 'a^fion for a chnftian prelate. 

la 
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In the fixth century fiouriOied Oren-* 
cius, who is fpoken of by Segebert 
Gemblaceincis, and writ a poem en- 
titled Commonitorium, in hexameters 
and pentameters, publiflied\vith nates 
by father Martin Antonio del Rio, 
and more corredly by Don Juan Ta- 
mayo de Salazar, In the feventh cen- 
lary we have St. Xldefonftis, drchbilhop 
of T61edo« who compofed i^{>igrams 
and epitaphs. St. Eugehius, archbi-^ 
(hop of the fiftt&e church, contltlu^^ 
the poem of Dracontiufr oti the'crea-^ 
tion of the < wotld ; a lofty ch^di^ ! 

« 

fcemingly referved for the ^igfiityof 
own language, as the experiencfe of 
many ages ha6 evidently fli^i^n, tha| 
it belonged i& the divine Miltoii a- 
Ibne^ tA ttext • (0 fublitii^' a Mi}e&i 
^nd fing : : : 

; J i*.Y Of man's firft difobedience." 

L&TT E R 
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Letter iil 


'journey to VaUnciai Latin Poetry mder tb$ 
Saracens. Ubrary of Don Gregorio Mayans. - 

VALENCIA, i2iK( MAY, 1778. 

. . ♦ 

« 

THE badnels of roads, the 
want of poft-horfcs add car-^ 
riages with the inconvenience of mi-^ 
ferable inns^ are common topics for 
travellers in this country ; . but we muft 
attribute it rather to their gothic laws 
and bad policy of government, than 
to the natural difpofition of the peo<- 
ple. Till the old tenures are aba* 
lifhed, as well as the variety of (hack-^ 
les with which induftry is fettered, 
the traveller muil bear every thing 

with 
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with i^tience ; for otherwife, he on* 
ly offers an idle and afelefs com- 
plaint ! In , every town and village 
the privilege of keeping an inn be-^ 
longs to the lord of the manor or the 
corporation. If a private peifon with* 
out authority was to make the at- 
tempt he would incur a fevere penal-* 
ty, and be immediately punifhed. 
Thus the privileged innholder fleeces 
the paOenger with impunity, that .he 
may pay an exorbitant rent to the land-* 
lord, befides a eonfiderable premium: 
at entrance. In many places thit 
occupation is deemed a: public office, 
^hich every one in his turn is obliged 
to difcharge, (ometimes for a term of 
ihree years. When the lot happens 
to fall on an indigent peafant, what 
comfort can be found under his 

roof? 
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iioof? Hovrxan fuch an rnn be prd^ 
vided with ;fuifniture;' and what fort 
of beds; are to be. expe(ftcd from a 
man, who wrapped up in his cloak 
has flept all his life on the grbtind ? 
But this is not all ! provifions are a-*^ 
nother monopoly. It would be high-* 
ly crittiinal iot art inn-keeper to havd 
a larder^ or even witie iil his cellar? 
every thing mud be purchafed at ap- 
pointed places, where the wfeairkd 
traveller lAuft go 6t fend bis lervants^^ 
and even then feldom finds what he 
wants} at thefe places, drfdain ^nd 
fcorn is the kail he is to expe^, sailed 
ta the reception of an tvl^my rathet 
that) a friend, and he ciirfes ih^ land's 

lord, his houfe, and Iiis country vfoi^ 

which restfon' th« nativfe^, who krioM^ 
^hat they have- to e){pe<^, felddm fiii^ 

from 


\ 


frpm home; jualf fs ijrgejlbythp. u^moft 
peceffi^y; by w^cU mp^i'is jhe <;onntry 
isi|inhofpit?i^lf.i, ao-^ it^e frayeUer as 
m.ijt^h at a jofs- 4? in ibe. deiarts. of 
Ariibia.. •: 




ft^ncesi.a^iwat^d by (h»( infaiiabld 
pa ffipn, cmrtpfity , I ^ife^ a .carriage 
ai; Parcelosna, drawa l>y ©ijjea, . hav-r 
ipg prfyiftvifly prQVided.myf^lf ..with 
a kettle, kniffc,. fori:, .and' ;.fpo©iiv 
napkins, and a little ftock of coffee, 
q^ocolate,. tea, .fugar, &p;r- with' a 
qapip-hed, and Other field equipage v 
thus I faH^e4 ftX'th in queft of adyen-f 
Wes, having obtained a permit from 
the^ Captain-general of the province 
to travel with fire-arms, which was 
ijiferted in r^y paJOTporCi ?tQd in this 

manner, 
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manneri travelling at the rate of 
about twenty miles a day, I arrived 
happily at .this pleafant ciiy, delight^ 
fully fituated4iear the fea, in a beau- 
tiful vale, fo highly efteemed- by the 
Moors, that they fondly conceived 
paradife to be feated in that part of 
keaven which hangs over it. No 
wonder then if the poetic vein fiiould 
partake of the happy influence of the 
climate, and the Valenciap mufe be 
lb remarkably iofpired, 

.In my lad letter I am afraid I 
overpowered you with dulnefs, ih 
wandering through the dark ages of 
gothic barbarity and ignorance ; we 
now draw near to a more brilliant 
epocha, the invafion of Spain by the' 
Saracens in the eighth century; which 

brought 
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• * • 

brought about a funhefr reyolutioti in 
the underflanding of iben, as well ai 
in dominion ; (kiee with the arts and 
fciences, the Ar&bs ifttrdduced a new 
flrainof iniagery to enliven the fancy 
of the poet ; the mufe partook of its 
bold metapborandldfty flighty robed 
in the fplendid garb-of fiflioii, decked 
with oriental ;p^arl, and (ieightehed 
with all the powers of imagination! 
Without tratingihe remote origin of 
poetry from the Tongs of the gbthic 
bards or the ifl^ridic fcalds, the po« 
etical field becomes animated^ and 
the Rhunic enchantments feeble 
and dim; wheh com|>ared with the 
boundlefs idxuriance of the Eaftc 
liowever, we - muft no tf lofe * Cgh t of 
the latin mtife, when in qiieft d£ her 
Caftilian dpfcendant, but once mora 

behold 
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laehQld. her. with fcej .4iifliiiy6H«l 
locks, diCgvUi^ ondfif \gqtf;W<$:: 4mp8i 
fy. AroongftrlWe wa$ 'rb«J?doiphiw; 

pdedas bay e; b^ei) rpttbli flueci -im-FrMpQe 
by fiwher? SitnjQnd : thofe of Alvarq 

^doof C}|>rbn, iiTebrptktt . of. CJ^rr 
dovai h^ve l>een pcqferycd'ia[Sp>^w 
by the : late father JlcifiL*:, ; » Ipatned 
QiQok arid icciebrriited amiqpswiy t-| 
Wereil qetefifery, IcowWfoftfi fwfU 

Ihclift; iwAlxh^ uroo, poetrjr feem-i 
«d to inR»inccvcr^ bseaft, Alvttra^.of 
€^doiV9^ ^t^ti^uUrly-rfi^s of it,>f»ft 
ajiVain: Smufcraent awliip^tAime,. laf 
%hi$^b St.; i^<ilogm$ .ftftd iiimfalf ba^ 
VAfieinliwh of tbeir youth. It is from 
tbofet w'jrHer^^ and the ii^percepubl^ 
II;: ; decay 
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<iecay oF tbe lathi toiigdei /t&os wtf 
maft qrace tha firil4awii al^:th«'CDii^ 
daiiaii xnaFe ;r icdricevnmgciKvliicli t^ 
mead to^ent^stain yoi^ :wtia;i^i faav^ 
fanged a fittle fiiriheit tn: f his dellgkt'^ 
£il ipaty and, bebttld> the :¥anccy! of 
Undibapes. wklLxdl»ch die bounteou!^ 
Hand of natuvd has every wheie €mih 
liched thia. j^anximg iioA lieautilul 
country. *: *^> :^" ^^ . j ..IV 
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of mulberry trees, and vatiba ^ {fle^$«> 
faptgaifdmiSi. Ljbavt ikL t^ai^ fcmght 
for tfee ^MeA^^ ^ifkOekeut, 'itt^iSob. 
ed in Don Qpixotc. , That famous 
d»d venerable' tree^ ceifetot^ by flo- 
ril gam^^ and' xural' fjyorti, - noW ' ex- 
ifts'kio more, though the olive is ctil>' 

^ D tivated 
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tivated mth. the greateft affiduity and 
yields excellent oil. Hearing that 
there was a veflel in- the road of 
Valencia, bound for England, I have 
ient you ajar of oil ; and fome excel- 
lent olives, which though perhaps not 
fo lufcious as thofe - fibin Andaliifia, 

« 

that Cicero was fo fond of; yet I 
hope may ftill find a place at your 
table. The culture of the olive i& 
general iti all this part of the coun- 
try^ The method of propagating 
it, is flill the &me as mentioned 
l^ Virgil: 

f' QuiA:& caudicibus Ie6(is mirabile diSu 
^f Tmditur € ficcp n^dhfc^oli^ina ligm^*\ [ 

I have h^d the ple^jTur^to becoo^^ 
acquainted with the learned and cour-* 
teous ppnOregQriO;M;|yans, foxtfievr^ 
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ly. librarian to the king; Who now liveai: 
here, having a good eftatie. in this': 
Country, and to his pqlitenefs I am ~ 
modi indebted for many! civJlitte&, as 
well as great information. <To givet 
you an account of his numerous wHt-: 
ittgs in alfloqli ev^ry branch, of literar: 
ture;and jurifprudence, would fill 4) 
volame. You have' reiid. his . life of 
Cervantes, annexed to the Ga^^iiet,< 
edition of Don Qjiixbte. '. vHe: i$t 
now writing the life ^f Virgil, istnd is 
po&fled of a moftcuridus and valua^- 
ble library, chiefly of the writers of 
his own country, with many fcarce 
maonrcriptSt and a numerous icoHec^ 
tion of the old SpaniCh tranflations 
of the greek and latin claffics. He 
13 now in a. very advanced age; but 
/till preferves viviacity and a mod a£» 

D 2 fable 
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tahU dt^«o6<iion,: e^dddi ( ooi • a. ifiuorfititl 
fiog. appHcationj '>'I>ur^fi^':ti^e..tO(i 
triguis otfitheliofuttl, iwhoirero ffki^ 

ifivefted by an aravQntlbjrcis. ; <^3i^tin9tr 


many bf ^ his ' ioiodlcBi hip iMdi^xu)) 
Oht ^a^>|py>&n^ta3iidi-;wpcis; tfaeiSEiO^rr 
petty io|i<lndmduaUii isojEKcredMratlj^ 

laeett With -a< %u?H^diaild jnft fcrtciUh 
jjaaieht fironti •* theipeci{fl&; :o§^ ^iu^ .MMf: 
hav>e latieiy^had fo!ftiSlDhig.an ^fl^^j^^r 
ifai a cafe o£ i|hi$.iif^tturd > ^wih iS tjbfi; 
public "^nrit c^ . tm%f cmmtf y » . f hat i j^ 
the XQoft flagitious chtau>a6^er i$ atiftqiir 
0i' 'eitiai^ ii]f his (pcflbik ! ar . ii^e^m-n'- 
tliy, wete; evett fUcikj ,i?wr Idrbi^. 

berty guards, the injriised party ;m^ 

r her 


i ^ 
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her iHield, while ihe looks down With 
fcorn on his perfon and vices;— —but 
Don Gr6g6rio>Miytiis h juft at my 
door^ and I muft bid you farewelL 
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LETTER IV. 


Attachment ^ the Spaniards to the Arabic nmrn- 
bers.' Literature of the Spanifo Jews. 


^ A L E N CI A,. i8th MAY,, i;;^. 

AS £ poftpone making you ac-^ 
quainted with the Gaftilianr 

mufe till my arrival at Madrid^ I can* 
not refrain from troubling, you* with 
fome further reflexions on the fara-^ 
cena, tending: to elucidate (be influr 
cnce which; their government had o 
ver poetic numbers. The very fitce» 
of the prefent inhabitants carry fucht 
a firiking refemblance of their ancef- 
tors . and the afiican caft of feature 19^ 
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fo perceptible, that I am ihfenfibly 
led into this fubjec^. 

ft 

It being common for th& v^nquiQi- 
ed to tecdve laws from the conque- 
ror^ it was natural that Spain ihould 
ihar^ the fate bf arms, and teceiVe with 
the faracen yoke their manners and 
cuftoms. Thefe people having held 
a long polteifion of this country, in- 
trodticed their language, religion, 
arid literature. The oriental Hyle of 
poetry pervaded every mind, ind the 
exuberant genius of its compofition 
not only became univerfal, but in a 
manner worked the downfal of the 
roman numbers. Alvaro of Cordo- 
va, complains that the'Spaniards had 
fo totally forgotten' the latin tongue, 
and given the preference to arabic, 

D 4 that 
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4b£i.t it lyas diffieult even amooglC k 
thoufand people, to find CHie whfr 
could write a latin letter. So greatL 
was the attachment of the people ta 
i^he chaldaic books, aild the literature 
of the orientals^ that they could write 
^ra^ic with remarkable purity, an^l 
icompofe verfes with as muchfloeoc^ 
pnd elcg^jince as the arabiaps^tb^gi-^ 
ielves-: Not only ich^rmed with tb|eir 
^^petry, they even einl^raced their rer 
itgioa; forlfen^ kipg o£ Cor4ova, who 
4ied in 795, hadtHl^ee tboufan^ £^po£^ 
tatiet$ fcoixi chrifti^oity, in his. train^ 


Thus: after a long pei;iod «£ ncAi 
«ight'hiluadiieGty)ears.that.the doQiuii* 
iWlof ;iilie arabs continued; the pro- 
vjboes of Spain fplit into nuanerouBv 
dyoaities, floBfifiied - in oriental liter 
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future; vrhiUl^ the CJadiliam diftiff- 
^iOiedf themfelves iii f^^ts oi anm, 
and were fpilUag their blood in !de-> 
l^ce of their territories ; hoaour and 
love were.Jiing by the bMrds, and 
the .arabic laufe Birni^ed a nutme- 
fous lift pf poets, whofe niMBies ftre 
recorded iu the Bibliot^io, Hifp(M^' of 
JSkm : Ntci)]^ Antoxiio ; :. t&&. oriental 
^i(^ionary of, Herbelot, afiti^.the ara^- 
J^ic hi^nic <;0llediOQ of mlt^uTctipts 
In the' efcwial, laltely ^ublifhed ai 
Madrid^ \h^ Cafid, .b M^ionite, in 
two volumes mfoUo'v at his catholic 
flQajfifty*^ ^xp^nce.; wherie: 4 jmiaero.u& 
ooUe^dn iQf poets' iHjay' be found, 
lutbsflrtiK: unnoticed, Altw&kh cdoe 
^aidhifiK.' pneferved iti ihe vaJUablr 
HtHavyroEthc efcunial. Iii this daft- 
tile luioVini^ of AnioUlu^ 
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ly difiinguifhed itfelf ; its inhabitatfts 
feemed animated with a peculiar 
brilliancy of compofition. The two 
academies of Cordova and SeviUc 
ihone beyond others* Their writers 
introduced harmony and numbers 
into the moil ferious fubje^s, leaving 
nothing either in religion or poll* 
tics, nor in any branch of polite arts 
which did not partake of their verfe 
and poetical enthufiafm; £bn Tdf^ 
Imn of Seville who flourifhed in the 
year 691 of the hegira, raifed bis mufe' 
to the mod fublime themes ; he fung 
of the creation of man ; of the foul ; 
and defcribed -the temple of Meccdi 
Dhihaldin Alkazary who flourifhed In 
the.fixth age of the hegira, writ a po*^ 
esi called '^ the treafure of poets'*; 
while others employed themfelves in 

comments 
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' cdnimehts on their mod tlaffical wri- 
ter5* Ebn Forgia, who lived in tte. 
fifth age of the hegira, writ a conimen- 
tary on the famous poet Almotuabi, 
-and Ebn Macrana commented upon 
the poem on animals by the perfian, 
Abiotman. Nor were the powers of 
verfification confined to the men^ 
but extended equally to the faJr fe^ ; 
feveral ladies gave proofs of their ta- 
lents, thofe of Andalufia in particit- 
lar, ' did honour to the piufes, and 
their works are preferred in the ef- 
curial ; but none were more famous 
tlian Maria Alphaifuli of Seville^ 
who was the Sappho of hqir time, 

Befides thefe celebrated gtniuffes, 
the fame of many others has been 
prefcrved in the dtSionaries of ara^ 

' bic 


44 . .?0R1G1N GI^ 

bic $p^t^m^ compiled ,by f09hom< 
letnQ ii^iters : fqch^aa the ^idioc^-^ 
ry arnbic and hifpanic, in the ff^u-' 
tinh <M";?11 tjic caliphft. ^apCfiins* phi- 
Xofofber^,. poets^ and learned l^dicd 
dr i^jt^ia,' iti fouf large yoIumes,j by 
Ebn.iVjy^iali Mahomed Ben Ab^^Ua 
In ■tjhe- year 7 10 of the heginu ; If^* 
wi^ :i;b^ bi/lory of all the 4»pani^s^ 
^nd A^a?^, &mpus in arts ^ndfci- 
CQceS) particularly in poe^r^f, v^if^ 
^9^ by Ben Mahomed Abu ^alfer 
Alpha t|^ of Seville, who lived ip jthe 
£xth age of the hegir^ ; ivhict^ , b^ook 
is in, the king of Fraoqe'sr library. 

s 

Thus : the; araUic wuk flout|Qied 

while 'fupported by the cimeter^ 

Mid. uit^y perilhed with j[f^'|em' 

.pikr<!« 'vvhea the vi^iorious zvpi^^<f( 

M^ois out of Granada. 

It 
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lQ9k ^pi t&, §0[V^ 9A .icb« idf &b^ liter: 
rftture Of tthis Spumfli Jeii0i4:(Vyftir6hl 

(les and other ecdeiiaftical works fer-t 
Y«id differ^Qt mopafljeriesi., Jja the y«ar 

lilKJi^l^, h?w«Ri5 besa tal^jen biy pirates, 
vtiere &ii^^ jij* flave^ atC^jr^owa,, and fo- 
4^!f»ictd bty ife€*r brcitoen, h^Imx dla<- 
blifbed sk fchigioi ftC; .Cordova, ; of 

which Rabbi f:%|orm^i^)«4 ^PP^Q^^ 

ilie head, vtbo b^g 4^<eus c^' 

fetuff»iiig blofc to l^ia 0W» country*. 

. the 
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the moovifh king of Goidova wotld 
not give his confent, rejoicing tliat 
bis Hebrew - fubje<^s had mailers* &f ' 
their own religion at Hoioie, withoutv 
the neceffity of receiving* them frGTfti 
a foreign dnivcrfity;* aiad every 'In-i 
dnlgenc^ was granted them with u^ 
pe£l to their worflii^, eci^liibitiiig a 
true fpitit of toleration, worthy to^ be 

followed by their chr iftian fucceflbr&r 

. I- . . - , 

In the year 1039, -Rabbi Ezechias 
was put to death at Babylon, vxha* 
had fucceeded Hai Ga^on, whofe^ 
fons fled to Spain, by which the ^*' 
derfhip of the Gaons became' ex tin^i 
and their college was transferred tb- 
Cordova; fromwhenceafwarm of ht-* 
ibrew poets ifiued forth, that bav^ 
been noticed by various leiarned wri-^ 

tprs, 
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tfits. Our countryman Thomas Hy^ 
in his treatife De ludis orienidUhus^ 
mentions a hebrew poem on |he 
game of cb^fs by Aben £2ra* 


In Portugal, Rabbi David Bert 
$olomon Ben David lachifa of Liibdn- 
who lived in 1440/ writ a treatife' 
on hebrew ppetry, whidbriwa« trkn&' 
lated into latiaby Geaebnird« ami 
printed in 1587, at the end of bis 
V^S^S^t ^o read hebrew without 
points; it abounds with. quotations' 
of the different metres of the hebreW 

* 

poetry in Spain. They may ht very' 
fublime, but for niy part I cannot 
f ead the language, either with points 
or without, and you will pardon this 
digrefiion : however it gives us an 
idea of the flourifhing (late of their 

fchools 


48. / ORIGIN t>V . . 

£db€K)lsin;Gbtdova^ Seville^, Gtkn3d2tf 
4iid Tokdov and we. heed; nob ht 
{mtprited at tfie numdrous. hebrei^ 
proverbs; . aiKL inodes of Cp^cdb, that 
have crept into the cadilian lai^- 
gfislgej 8iidIforma:Ico2ifpicuoiis part 
0{i iti^liraftiology:; J6k thbugh ktbg^ 
Jsiim^Iid IraAifitcd^tNlJ^s'but of 
KistJouigdoml, abd the n^' and cra«> 

* 

dl : in^nifidoa was J aftevWanls ^efta^' 
^liflijsd iw. psifge^ther pation of tbac 
&^ jearaHijdaMt hbrroi^xif that blood]^^ 
tribiisaltwhatvb not been able com^ 
pleadyl t6. ]eik€t this, i^nguinarp 

"!•» I'*'- I'' ■' 

r The !$|>»nifli.lang^iag|e (Ctwes ibefe 
)p^<>plft >: ^airticular :ftldig*!ion4 vfim 
tk»t cuxioixs veriioft o£ ithe . h6bi«\)» 
^j>0Hs :of tji0 oJd t0ftftifie»t^ wb^idi 

long 
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long after their expulfi on they firft 
prixitedat Ferrara, in 1^553, in a go- 
thic7fpanifli letter, A curious and 
fbarce book, comprehending many 
energetic words, /and peculiar expref- 
fions, not to be found in the didion- 
ary of the Spanifh academy, and 
which they feem to hav6 cautioufly a- 
voided. This verfion is thought to 

N 

have been made by that learned 
grammarian, David Kimchi, in the 

tenth century. Father Sarhiiento 

♦ - . . ' " "" , 

has given many critical and judici- 
ous.reafons for attributing this ver- 
fion to the age of Kimchi, and cen- 
fures father Simon gre,g.tljr, for fay- 
ing it was made at the, time .it wa.s 
printed, when fcarcely uhderftood by 
the Jews, quam vix Judai ■intelligunt. 
But you will fay I am now going 
on at an extravagant rate. Should 

]£ this 


so oriG'In' of 

tbrs find yotx fafe retuf tied, as- 1 hope 

• • » 

it wili, remember mfe to inyt*eVerend 
friend/ your l^rother ; tell him what* 
he lofes in hot ftiidying Spahifh, and 
if he ftntilfes at the conceit, remind^ 
him' of Gafpar Lindenbeirg, who has 
yfftitteti de non contirhneiidis ex lingua 
hifprnica utilitatibui IKeolbgitii [a). 

I • » I"* - 

1 * 

Having now fumiflled you fuflfici- 
ently iviih bebfew, afabic, zki go- 
ihic-fbanifh information, sltld pdured 
ifii upion you a Idgion of hard words, 
added tb a vihefy of Uncouth alnd 
harfh-rdundiiig names, I fliall ih my 
next toUcii Upon tiie pr<^ceedin|s of 
ihe TrbbdaJoun, arid" tiieh fet oUt for 
Madrici. I^^ahwbiie I take my laflf 
farewell bfjfews arid niahomerans. 


r - -/ . 


{jiO SeeBibliothecaGraeca, ofFabricIus. 

I.BTTE K. 


•• ' ' • , • 


V i 


■ f 


SPANISH POETRY. 51 


^ « • 


L E T T fe R V. 

• • » »^ ♦ » - 1 


/" • . • , . . I 


Prmfdings of she^ Trphadourf in] the kingdom: of 
. Jragoni until, its uruon to the crwon of Cajiile^ 

CbaraSier of the Marquis of Villpta^ an emi-^ 

nent poet. 


W 


'> f » •- ' . r 


>i> « ^ •- 


^M '. ' • 
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. VALENCIA, JiftMAV, 1778. 


P- : '- tiops- foncerhihg inns 'On the 
load, you tvill entertain 9 ifety indif-' 
fevent idea bftheinteribv. police and 
government in towns in-this cduntiy. 
Valen^id, howevttrr in tliiis rerpe<^« 
dcfttrv^ ibme ekceptions, and I was 
A&t a littte ^tprized at my return to 
my ixka the fecond ni^t after my 
arrival, cafeerhe city guarded by a 
• . ' E 3 patrol, 
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patrol, thd men carrying lanthorns 
and poles in their hands like our 
London watchmen. ^ This regulation 
is owing to the patriotic fpirit of Don 
Don Joachirt Foz, Sl^ wbrtiiy magif- 

•^ •• • ♦ * • ' 

• \ • » >•• •> , » , , . , , . \ ; • f 

trate, who" prbpbfed it for the relief 
of a number of poor men, heretofore 
employed in the making of fire-' 
works, a confiderable branch of in- 
duffry in this capital, till a late pro- 
cUmatipn ^olifliecjithefli aU ovQinEftb 
Ijihgdonii To;^nd bread for a ndm- 
ber ordiftreffed femilies, he hit'upr 
on this laudable * expedient, ' -They 
walk thefeVerial flrcets finom eleven? 
at night, till five in the moirnirig, cry- 
ing' the hojatis and the wealther^.ato^ 
keeping the peace as.vWith \isi but: a* 
this finiecU^ale isfeldomrobfcuredby 
dark iliigbts QY€lotidy mofmingsi ^hefer^ae 
^ -! : X sitmofphere 
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aianofpherc .only afForila thtm a 'mOr 
noiony of expreflSon, and tfee vfovdf(- 
reno ^h^comeLthcir coiiflant clamour ; 
from whence they hawciacqoiired; the 
name o£ Sereneros. whkrh Sidbdedto the 
ilillnefs of the town^ mcallcd to my 
mind the beautiful night of Milton ':» 

'• Silence was pleafed : now glow'd the firmament 
>iWith living fapphircs: Hclperiis' xhat led ^^ 

/' The ftarry < boft jiode brighlcftJ' !— ^ . I 

/ - 

• • • « d 

I have now an opportunity of im- 
proving' myfelf in the poetry of the 
Trobadours ; for the language of thiis 
country is a diale6l of the provcnzal, 
and introduced itfelf with their vef fe 

, - » # • .. , 

in all thofe parts where their nuni- 
hers prevailed ; fuch as the coun- 
ties of L^inguedoc, Rouflillon, and 
Barcelona ; kingdoms of Vakncia, 
Murcia, Majorca, Minorca, and Sar- 

E 3 dinia ; 
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xiinia; wli^e it remains to this '4ay^> 
The Spaniih writers l^aafl; >of their 
Trobadows a& hi^ as /th£ twelfth. Qr 
thirteenth 4:eiituries. . Wiliiamxile &err 
guedam, a Catalan baron ^ was a,Tr(h 
f odour, and his poems are iptefetv^cl $£( 
the Vatican library, (li) as well as tbafc 
of Nun de Mataplan [b] ; they alfq 
X^nk Raymond L^Ui, of Majorca, in . 
this clafs : but withomt looking fo far 
back, I Ihall not go higher (h^n tl:(e 

fourteenth century, when John the 

* . ..«-■> fc 

firil, king pf Aragon, who was alfo a 

poet, invited the Ttobadours to fettle 

. - ' ' • . ' 

in Barcelona, as we learn from Zurita. 
the learned and claflic biflorian of 
that kingdom. The fifte^enth century 
produced the celebrated AuGas March 
and James Roig, both of Valencia; 
the works of the former have been 

^a) Codex 3204, 3205, and ^07. 
W Codex 3204, and 3207. 

turned 

* • • - » 
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Uiroed ijitp iC^AiliajO yerfej: Afe latter 
•vented bis fjilei^n ugainfl; M/ati^ii'ipL n 
iatypical piece, tailed ^t7,)Ojp.** the 
Looking'glais," which f^episto have 
been injitaited by Piior. rJTpLcojitt 
.a&ecwardis the favour of the fak feX, 
Roig fuag the ini^mBLCulatie ^jc^xicep- 
tiou jof the Yirgin.- This .poc* w<is 
phyfician to queen Mary oC Jimgpn^ 
wUC'to Alfonfo the fifth, Mad /Uyed tto 
be near a huiidred years old. .Tfao^^ 
there axe >five editions xiftiisiWorM, 
none are later than j^Se. The fol- 
lowing lines may iCerve as a fpecimcn 

• > 

of his ftyje : 

Noranta cinch 
O cent anys tinch 
Dels quals cinquanta 
O los.fexanta 
Del meus millors 
^ Penes dolors 
Man efpletat. 

E4 In 
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In* the fixteenth century, Peter Se-? 
raphi diftinguifhed himfelf in the Va- 
lenCian dialect, and his poems are 
prefixed to an edition of Aufias 
March, printed at Barcelona, in 1560. 
Many other bards are fpoken of^ 
though the exa(5l period when they 
lived cannot be afcertained. Among 
the teft, Arnau Catalans (a), and Mo- 
la {^), ivhofe works are in the Vatican 
library, MoIFen Narias Vinyolles{c), 
Vincent Ferradis, Don Franci de Ca- 
ilelor, Miguel Perez, Juan de Ver- 
dancha and MofTen Bernardo Fenolr 
lar, of all whom, there are provenzal 

* 

(fl) Codex 3 s 05. 

(c) The appellation of MofTen is peculiar to Va- 
lencia, in imitation of the French word MonjituTy 
\Q. jtbe faine manner the Italians flileafqreigner Monfy^ 
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poems in the Camionero General 
printed at Antwerp, 'iii 1573., Fe- 
nollar was a native of Catalonia, and 
in that dialeift, wrote in couplets, a po- 
em on the '' contemplation of Ghrift'* 
printed at Valencia, in 1493. They 
value • themfelves greatly in this city 
on their early knowledge of the art 
of printings when it was not in ule 
in any other part of Spain ; and fhew 
a latin didionary, entitled, Compre- 
henforium [a] ^ and a Salluft, printed 
in 1475 : ^^ ^^^^ *^^y ^^^^ followed 

[a) The Compreheiiforium has the following fentence 
at the end: " Praefens hujus comprehenforii prae- 
clarupiopus Valentiae imprelTum, anno. m,cccc,Ixxv« 
Die vero xxiii. menfis februarii finit fcliciter/* — The 
univer&ty in the pity of Valencia was founded in 1470, 
. two other were afterwards fotinded in the fame pro- 
yiace, viz. in the city of Gapdia, in 1549^ and ^t 
Pyifiuela, in 1555, 

the 


I « 
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the example of 02i^r4,>wh9rp ve fyid 
.i^^bopk printed in 1468(4), which 

4>ra(^i;r€d tkH »n in /England. 

The prpyen^^ls generally ina.de iufe 
^Af the b.gndejcafylla^le veife : (J^ew 
ipoems coniGbC^e^d chiefly of :fonnei$» 
^?kRQralSj and love ieings, which gave 
flic to ap.oict!lic3l trij^nal, tefoied, 
4h( court pf lime; confining of a Ife.- 
|e;d nun^r. .9f entijOjent poets, ytho 
d^id^d . all ■CKWtEOVier&es am^ngft 
themfelves on thefe fubjeds. The 
trobadours were chiefly of the prime 

(rt) This book is in the public library at Cambridge. 
The tide is, Expoficio Sandi Jeronimi in Simbolum 
'Apoftolorum ad Papam Lgurentiam. At the end. 
Explicit expoficio, 8cc. Imprefla Oxonie & finita, 
an. dom« m^ccccjxviii. *■ ■ . See Hiftory and Art of 
Printing, by P. Luckombe, M«T.A. London, I77>i. 

nobility 
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HobilUy .Qf the Jsiitlgdom ; a;t length 
ffhejjr (carded cb^e pontic licence To far, 
4ks 'to givde Hivieli icamd^ to the pubjp 
lie, and ev|sn to. jc^int tbe-jreputatioa 
fll^ the pala^ce, a$ well aj of the ladies 
jQ^ the court; for jt9 Bwke thefe enters 
tainmeoity woce 'Uprightly, they invi" 
4,e4 ipi^ftrels; RiroUers, and buffoons, 
-which in. iom^ asieafuce juflihed the 
precanti6a6 tal^en afterwards againft 
thsiia. However the iiings x>f Ara-!- 
f^n, Don John the ifi, Don Martin, 
and Doa Ferdinand^ refornied thefa 
poetical coDififtories, and brought 
them into high reputation, in which 
the lafi mentioned fovereign iva; 
greatly affiled by his kinfinan, Don 
Henry of Aragon, Marquis of Ville^ 
na. Thefe monarchs s^ffifted in per-^ 
fpn at their affemblies, where the 

verfesi 
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iverfes of the candidates were recited, 
and the premiums diftributed with all 
the m^gliificence and fplendor of roy- 
ahy. Th^ poets who'had gained the 
prizes were crowned with laurel,^ a- 
-midft the acclamations of the fpeifta- 
tors, added to the joylul found of mu- 
fical infiruments^ fucceeded by an ele- 
gant repaft : they were then conveyed 
home with a courtly attendance, and 
f>]refehted with aii exclufive privilege 
jto fing, and read their verfes in pub- 
lic at pleafure: a noble inllitution! 
ihe continuance of which was* fo ar- 
dently wifhed for, by that Immortal 
genius, Michael de Cervantes, the 
contemporary of Shakefpear, and I 
will almoft venture to add, in every 
f efped his ec^uaL 

The 
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The mufes feetp to have tiken great 
delight in tKe kingdam\of A^tagpii, 
At the coronation of king Alfonfo tjic 
fourth, in 1328, the Infant Don Pe- 
(Jto,. earl of Ribagorza, and brother 
tothe kingrrattended by the principal 
qpbilityi exhiljited danceSr^nd a va- 
riety, qf , paftprah, and; f^ngs, cqix^-^ 
pafed for .that pleaGng. event. /Thei 
Joglar j.or poet Ramufet, fung.a paftp^ 
rf^l ifong compofed by the earl ; t ancj 
Novelet, another Joglati^ r«:ited a 
poem of fix hundred :yerfes by the 
fame royal band. The attachment to 

* , I 

poetry feemed hereditary in the royal 

line of thefe princes^ aini continued 
in the Marquifs of Villena, who ciqp'j 
pofed the Arte de la Gaya Sciencia^ for 
the ufe of. the . college pf Trobadours^ 
befides many other poems^ which wcj^e 

greatly 
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greatly a<id»red> stnd frequeady fe-' 
dted ia piibtic ' • 

• • • 

« • •, • . • ' • • • 

Ah hiftbrkaf po4mof\i\Vthe poet^ 
&f Ardgon; has been fiHce* compofed 
fey Don Jk>hn France i^^ridres de U(lal^*^ 

Tdz, liiftoriograpber biF Atagon, iii 

'• • • < • 

irnitAtwn of that of 'th'fe^ • grealt Lopd 
3e Vegav of the poert of Caftile. 
Uftarroz cfompleated his in 1 652^ and 
thought firft ' to^ entitle it Pdrnajfd 
Aragmes; but he altered his mind^ 
atnd called it Aganipe' de Los Cijhei 
AragonefdSt ceUbrados in el clttrin de la 
jama: but it never was printed, and 
^l remains in manufdript in thd 
kiflg^s Kbiraiy at MadridV 


u 


• The union of the crown 6f Aragoif 
with that of Caflile, in the perfon of 

king 
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kin^ Ferdinand the 6fth, who marrie* 
Ifabella, hdre& of Caftife; fefentis- t6f 

r •> \ 

have edipfed the fabKhg of the Tro^ 
b'adours. T%e Aragonians iiirtl Catalo*-* 
nians adopted the Caftiliari diale£l,- 

when the'^irifluence of that kingdom^ 

■ • 

prevaired, and the cultivatiort -6f 
its latiguiage and maimers jpaVtA 
the way to honour and prefejtoient/ 
The poet Bofdan, of Barceteria,' tttiii^ 
his iyt^ to thWgeiiius of Clk^ife, aritf 

. . * . . ■ 

though a few bards attemptea to fup- 
port a languifliing mufb, Migttel Perezf 
afid Juari de Verda.ncha, of Cataloriia; 
introduced the Caftilian metre and 
rhyme into their verfe.— -About this 
tiiAe ColumBus difcovtred a ilew world 
fdt the' affns bf Caftile, VrBich gave 
fuch a fpiendour to its Coutt^ and dig* 
hiiy to its language, that thfe Caftili-* 
an itiulb (hone like a new confleljlatioa 

ia 
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in the firmament! the wonderful ex^- 
ploits of intrepid heroes ^ngroffed- 
univerfal attention ; the boundlefs 
love of fame^ immortalized the gallant 

foldier, while the fordid view of lucre 

» ' 

difhonourcd the adventurer^ though 
it xepleniChed the kingdom with gold. 
This tinexpeded event gave rife to a 
variety of paifions. The nation was 
roufed ; . the great empire of Monte- 
zuma ceafed in America ; the Spanifh 
fiandard was difplayed in the new. 

« • 

world ; and the effeminate Trobadours^ 
and their fongs, were entirely for- 
gotten. 

It remains for me, however, to fay 

• • • '1 

fomething of the Marquis of Villena, 
whofe great charader appears confpi- 
cuous in the poetical annals of hia 

country; 
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country ; being itia manxicr t&e father 
of poetry in Spain, as well a^ the 
brighteft ornament of hi&lage; -This 
illuftrious nbblenian of^ ithe* royal 
hdtife of Aragon. diiUnguilhed him- 
felf early in poetry, phiiofophy, and 
adrology^ and with fuch^ attftchment 
to thtstlafl; fcience, that amongft his 
ignorant countrymen he generally 
pafled for a necromancer* • As his fa- 
mily had b$en difpofrelTigd of the 
oXarquifate of yiUena, Henry HI. 
had given him. the earldom <)f Can- 
gasv ^nd afterwards procured him to 
be ele6led . grand matter pf the* mili- 
tary and religicfus order of Galatrava.* 
For this purpofe tbe matq^is obtain- 
ed a divorce froni his wife under pre-; 
tence of a riaturaV impediment ; then 
ceded the earldom of Cangas to the 

F crown, 
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CTO w& ^iik^tit might; 'ho t iail ; into hi 9 
otder-^tihih deaths . ahd 'was: eic^eid 
girand zo^ert ifbm&of the kmgELts 
Kowever'jproieftedi^i aridreledlediDdd 
Lui^ ilet'Gia|DQah» a cafliliail ndble4 
iiun yhiif ihe.king^ wen\ hi perfoni to 
Calatf 3vav put the isia^qiiis in po&f* 
fion, ,imd every tbin^ was quiec' till 
iche death of ihe king, when Gtamati 
W&o had fled to Roioae renewed lii^ 
6ta4i]^>>before the 'pop«, aiid the 
ktMghi^ yeidled further dbedienc^. A 
}d^g fak v^ d^mmenced,' which tal^ 
ted fix^ ^6alf«^ ftod' Wa!( refemd t^ a 
geiiertfl-tkapter of the carder of Ci/ier 
hekt iit ^rgutkiy . Whilft thic^ vm& 
dep^dingt'ithe n$aiqtii» attended o» 
his u nek Don Ferdin^ind of Aragon 
when .'he :fiiC4%eded to^ that crown, 
and came with him to Barcelona, 

' wh«ire 
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V^cre he jJr^fidedi dt the tJolifi^ory of 
ireb&doUri, ^arfAv: writi ]»: r i!|«jatrical 
picc^^ip ^^rliiich, Jiiftide,, trutfe, miitc^i 
abd.peacievi were the: Iwriril^ipili jcha'^^ 
te61wyfc In ihe TOtdft ofjthe^ittjoi^^ 
ihn^iiM^s cmflm^^iir ft 4 1 4 r Kjhatfe )b€, had 
loft hijs ckdidri, iflhd was? idiS^iyed of 
his gi:^an4i^|ift6Dihapr willu aH:injun!(:« 
ticm 4o oojzabi£ -agaim id^h hib if/vvrfUl 
tvii£^v vvhich^hd j}0aii|)iied: ;wi&hi, and 
bedarbe a faitor ^ait : thirxsnirLof king 
jdHn il/ thceh anrrafenti ifoirnaa iri4 
dttnhifitation for his; gaar&Mrri .of 
Caugas. : 'AlEBf much fcflicitauon ha 
bbtaiiied thelofdfibip^of Iiii)d!la,;|hvh9rf 
hfti Te!d>red ^ .with^i His -rnhft^ ^aod: gxva 
hrmfelf up to jjhil6fophf>'aDd. cbo 
mu(«t'; Belidss a ttanflsr^iotr of iDaix-*- 
te linio- profe;''fee^'WtfAflJi«editht JExieU 
of Vhgil- in^^ ^Mflt \Wfej' at thd 

P 2 Tequeft 
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reqtieft of his^ kinfinan John king of 
Navafnre* and inijended to dedicate it 
t«> thaft monirch, for. which purpofq 
he had affixed a painting, in whick 
the ; kiiig of Navarre is reprefented 
fitting-ofthis throne, and the mar-, 
quis ' pr^efenting him his book ; but 
wheti kll thi^ was ^ compl^aced, he 
dropped iiis defighr as that monarch 
went to war with the king of Gaftile, 
pn wliich^ccoimt he avoided all hir- 
thcr coramlinication with him, Hiaf 
mod fanlious piece was^ his book on 
the Gaya S4iencia, whict is a com- 
plete fyftem. of poettyv rhetoric and 
oratory » -b^des defctibing all the 
cereriionie? of the Trobadours at their 
public exhibitions. This work he 
dedicated to hi$ illuflribus and karo^ 
ed friend the marquis of Santillan^. 

After 
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•After fuffering much from the gout, 
he died in retirement in 1434; his 
6ne library was burned under thci 
notion of his knowledge of magic, 
and the bifhop of Segovia, confeflbr 
to the king .who was charged with 
this commiffion, is faid to have re* 
ferved moft of the books' for himfelf* 


* Thus ended this great philofopher 
and frieiid of the mufes, who was 
contemporary with our poet' Lyd* 
gate, and had juft reached the days 
of the renowned Chaucer, the father 
of eriglifli -poetry, whom he greatl]^ 
fefembled. With him he ran the 
career of courts, and experienced the 
ficklenefs of royal favour, equal^y 
preferring retirement and ftudy, and 
like him, had the merit of refining 

F 3 the 
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the language aa4 poptry of his coyn* 
try. rfhufi tfae n3na«$v9f both ba«J« 
have bseo Joiflily.h^n^ecl dpwn wi^h 
veneration, by » gjiatdftilpofterityl 
If their v?rfe w»nte<i pii^lpdy, . it w^s 

©wing tp the io^ecufacy gi£ loeafiire, 
and inlperfe^^ion : of (ai^guag^ a( 
fbat tilP?, :^hen bq^h the Englifli 
3.nd Caftilians feem more to have 
courted |:h^ gp4 MarP> than Apoljo ; 
for wfeUe the Caftiliaps were daily 

eneroaf hing on the Moors, tjie vi^or 
fioqs banners of Eijgland were trir 
uroph^nt in Pari^, where pur Heniy 
Vlt was c:rowP§d kip^ of franco. 

Alaa, pogr Manias ! trufty efquire of 

- " - • . ■■ ' ~ . .J ^ 

the grapd xi^^iku Viljen?, h.apl^fs hard, 
(hould I forget thee ! who.4i4^. fin^ 

-Oflove, and feel th§ fmart- of jt? sm-* 

.■'''' • ■ ' 
jittered arrow; iingrifoned for excefji 
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of paflion, after, :t|ie fair^pbj^^npf thy 
love had been difpofcd of;* awiil had 
given away her hand iii thy' a^b^nce : 
loaded with chaiiis by Villeha fpr the 
|bllies of youth jthpu feUetl, fudden^ 
^^?hen bewailing thy fate ;' th^.^Gali- 
cian miiie Arewed flowers over thy 
tomb, thy^verfe 5s trcafiired* up in 
the efcurial, and the portuguefe bard 
clainls thee as a parent, for this was 
thy fong : 

Cativo de Mina triftura 
Ja todod prendcn efpanto> 

E prcguntan, que ventura 

» 

Foy, que me atormenta tanto. 
' Mas iM)n fe no mundo amigo. 
Que mais de meu quebranto 
Diga, defto q^ue vos digp 
Que ben fee nunca devia| 
Al penfar que faz folia, 

P ij, Cuyde 
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Cuyde Ibbir en altera 
iPor cpbrar mayor eftado;^ 
. E cay in tal pobreza^^ 
Que moyro defettiparadq 
Con pefar c con defefo 
Que vos diray malfadado, 
Loque yahe ben ovejo 
Qj^ando o Iqco cay mays alto 
Sobir prende mayor falt^«r 


N. . 


». 


A 


LET Tin 
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LETTER yi, 


Joumty from Vdencia to Madrid. — Battk of 
Almanza^ — La Mancia. 

ft 

MADRID, uth JuNp, 1778. 

I NOW date this from Madrid, 
where I arrived after a journey 
of nine days from Valencia, by the 
new road lately made from that ciiy to 
this town,\vhich is every whe;-e mark- 
ed out and rendered paffable, though 

• • • 

not compleated. farther from Madrid 

than the town of O^fln^x, nine leagues 

■. - _»"■■> 

from hehee; fo far, the road is exr 
cellent, and has mile ftones ; but 
when the remainder will be finifhed, 
or the intended canal of Caflile, fbV 

inland 
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inland navigation be compleated, no 
one can tell, for while the family com- 
pa^ has -its fway, and they wafle 
their treafure in fchemes of bound- 
Jpfe ambition, they are only ^rafping 
at a (hadow and impoveri(bing their 
people. It is true, they have not as 
yet taken off the mafk, and keep 
flill 30 ambaCfador at our court; 
but for my part, I have jio doubt of 
Cnifle.r defign? which will fqon appear 
evidept, and that the ideas of Cafti- . 

Jian honour are phantoms, by which 

' ' . ' ■ * 

we njuft not fuffer ourfelves to be 
deceived, ^s it fotms no charac- 
teriftiq of. their pation, whatever it 

V f ■ P 9 t 

my dp of 4oip|e individuals. 


Ia the cpt^rfe of my journey to tbi.i 
j>j[aCe» I paired over the plaios of 

! ' ' Almama 


* • « ^ 
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Almanta whierQ ^ pillar prpfil^iiif^ ihf 
vi^Qry of the French 4n4 -Spaniards 
over the »llied ^FHiy in 1707, whon 
moft of th^ Englifh wew Ji^iJled of 
takpn prifoners. having^eerj; Oiartw. 
fally ajbandoned by the Portuguez^ 
feprfe at the firft charge, apd the fuc^ 
p^f^ of that day fixed the crown of 
Spain oij Phijip Duke ofAnjou, fa? 
ther to the prefent king, adding; 
new dominions to the reftlefs and 
fimbitious hoqfe pf Bourbon. 

Our foltliers fpilled their blood ii^ 
that war, as they had done before ia 
that CEufe. In the reign of Charles 
the II. the EngUfli troops obtained 4 
compleat vi^ory at the battle of 
£vora, and took the rich tent and all 
the baggage of Don John of Auftria, 

: . - . the 
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the Spaniih general ; for which our 
Charles generoufly ordered the fum 
of forty thoufand crowns to be diftri- 
buted among the foldiery. — What do 
you think was the largefe of our 
magnanimous ally ? — Three pounds 
of fnufF to each company ! which 
when giv.en to the Englifh foldiers, 
they toflSbd up in the air out of 
contempt and difd^iii(tf). 

(tf) The foilowing paOage from a judkious writer, ^ 
Ihews the obligation of the Portugueze nation to 
England fo fu}ly, aq.d carries fucb conyidioti ^ith 
tt^ that I am induced to nuke the quotatioiu. ^^ I 
have /eC3^he fays, a large cpUc^tion of privileges 
grauie4 by fcycr^} kings gf Portugal to the Eoglifl^ 
beyond ihofc enjoyed by the.Poitugue^e fubjefls, I 
know nox. whether I may call them charters. Thefc 
lArere copied from the archives of the kingdom in the 
IfQTrt 4d Tumko^ but t]ie pipft anti(»)t was pf king Fer* 
jliiun^ whofe reign began no^ tjll 136 f* There axe 
fcveral pf John the Firft, his fucceflbr, fome of whitU 


. SPANISH POETRY. 77 

I wds muting on this fubjeS, and had 

bewildered myfelf in political reflec* 

• •■ •* ' 

• . • « 

refer to others granted by Iiis predeceilbrs. B^ ' 
this it appears that the Englifh had a great 
hand in fetting up the kingdom of PortugafI}' 
' add if the hiftoriam .of this country deceive us not, 
they bad as great a (hare in protedjng and fecuring 

• ■ * • » 

it, as often as it hath been brought into danger by a 
foreign enemy. Twice it was like to be wholly ofer-run 
by the Caflilians, who had pofieiTed themfelves of the 
greateft part of the kingdom, liiid gained a nurne^ 
jroui party of the liobility over to their fide, and 
had been very near taking Lifbon itfeif; the firfl 
time in the reign of Ferdinand, the lall of the law- 
fui dcfcendants from Alfonfo Henriqtiez, the otheif 
time while John the Firfi, from whom all, that had 
fucceeded him derived their titles, was firuggling fot 
the crown, and they have been as often relieved by 
the Englilh and enabled to carry the war into the 
enemy's country; our princes of the blood conde-^ 
fcendlng. to go io perfon to their affiflance, firfl Ed* 
mund Langley Earl of Cambridge, and afterwards. 
John of Gaunt Duke of lancafier ; and if after the 
feveral flouriihing reigns that fucceeded, tbc}vwere at 
la ft reduced under the Spaniflj yoke, it was bccaufe 

tions 


\ 
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iiotii till I edtdred the plains ot id 
Manchq. There I rccovei ed my good 
humour; faw many a fat laughing 

# - 

. Sancho^ drank good witie^at Cuidad 
ReaU fpent a night at the village del 
Tohofo, the refidence of the peerlefs- 
Dulcinea J faw the windmills which 
^e diftra^^ Q^ixotj^ inilixDok for 

they were Wanting to tbemfelves, -the £i>glifli having 
lent out a galla^i ileet and arpiy to thek lefcue^ 
iioder Don^i^QlPAiO, whonl. cbey had made thei^ 
kingv but they would not a<;c<rpt ^tlW^x^hct^ and fq 
ihey rett^aintd Undfit the power of their enetnies. 
Thofe fmatl forces fent by king Charles^ after iiis 
tefiotation, by their unparalleled valour, foon put 
Ml end to tiho quarrel^ and the vi&ories obtained hf. 
ibdir means being feconded, as they wirre, by the vi-< 
gibncc, dcoiterity .and condud tjdFche fdme king $ rai^ 
siiSets, reco{\rered Portugal and rcflored it tbthii 
tondition in. which it now remains*'^ See ^^ An ac-r 
coont of the court of Portugal under the reign of 
the prefent king Don Pedro lid/' London, 17004 

giatitSy 


i 
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giants, and at z Venta or itm itl La 
Mauchavwas pkaiied with the (implU 
dty:^ of a Man&higa \ girl, tf ho . waited 
upon me at fupper^ and aiking her if 
finie .'had euer beard of fach a^ per-foa 
as Don Qulxot*v apfw'eved, tt O yesi 
Sir, oftert ; they fajy he is lately dead/5 
But thi&ifUIxioe feem 'extfaordihary 
\9^eii I waiiflieiva a Lieutenant Co-? 
lonel, a perfoa/of merit/ that after 
long fervice had rifen ffom a private 
foldier,. who; wheA in coknpany, 2^nd 
(he difcouT&'fell on £>Qm Quixote^ 
laid he hadvoften. heaxd of him. and 
aiked *' whether he had not been Co- 
lonel of the Reginient of Flanders.'* 


Having been in this caphal.befoici/ 
1 fpeak with more boldnefs of theit 
^nanners and cnftoma^ Yon mud not 

however 
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however expeA from me details of 
this fort ; or imagine a variety of en* 
tertainments, as in London or Pafis« 
or fuch open fcenes of diffipation 
and luxury as are daily exhibited ia 
thofe brilliant capitals ; but though 
the walk is more private, I believe 
the inhabitants are not behind hand 
with them in vice or debauchery^ 
whatever they may be in fciende or 
refinements, as they are daily lavifli- 
ing the treafures of Mexico and Peru 
in private amours, and expence, di^ 
vefted of : magnificence or fplendour. 


< 


A fct of gay fparks had lately intro- 
duced an affembly for dancing, where 
the manners of the preadamites were 
followed, and blind fidlers were em- 
ployed for greater precaution, — Thefe, 

depraved 
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depraved knights were decorated at 
thefe revels with a ribband and 
badge, but they were foon difcover- 
ed, an4 rigoroufly punifhed. If fuch 
is the depravity of youth, you will 
naturally fuppofe a liberal and good 
education is wanting, as well as a- 
greeable and pleafing fociety, added 
to thofe convivial hours, where the 
wifeft man need not be alhamed 
to be feen; but thefe are unknown, 
and though the Spaniards enjoy fuch 
a variety of choice, and delicious 

« 

wines, they feem ignorant of the good 
qualities of the grape, and if they are 
feldom taxed with the irregularities 
of inebriation, they are equally ftran- 

gers to its generous effufions. Their 
own countryman Roderic Sanchez, 
bilhop of Palencia, who dedicated his 
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hiftory to Henry the 4th, king of Ca« 
flile, fays, '* that the Spaniards are 
more inclined to keep their wine in 
the cellar than to drink k, and 
chufe rather to fell than partake of 
it, and that the fair fex and youth 
dreaditlikepoifon(a] ;" infomuch that 
if you extept the open hearted Bif- 
cayners, and a fe\^ boon companions 
of honeft Sancho Panza, the circling 
glafs is unknown, and the chearful 
moment q{ the poet never ^hqught 
of, who fa id 

** Nunc eft bibendum/'— r 

(a) Vitium quoque malunt in cellarip quam in ven- 
tpcu quipp^ qui vendere potius quam guftare praccli-* 
gunt: foeminae, vcro, 8c pueri bacchum ut venenum 
fugiunt. — Roderici Santii Epifcopi Paleniini Hifioria, 
Hifpanica^ pars prima, caput iv« 


LETTER 
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LETTER Vll. 


Poetry of Galicia and Portugal. 


MADRID^ 20th June, 1778. 

THE plains of Almanza had 
led me in my laft letter, into 
a ftrain of hiftorical and military re- 
flections, which imperceptibly drew 
on a political rant, when I intended 
to fpeak to you of the galician and 
portuguezc mufe, previous to my ac- 
count of the Poets of Caflile, which 
you will now exped from me, being 
at prefefat on that claflSc fpot where 
the mighty emperor Charles held his 
court \ where many of their beft poets 

G a fung. 
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fung; where Quevedo befides his dif- 
tinguifhed talents as a poet, gave 
fuch fliiniflg proofs of .refined wit 
and profound erudition ; and finally, 
where the ever admired Cervantes 
firft exhibited his unparalleled hero. 

« 

The galitian mufe was diftinguiftied 
at an early period, though her flights 
were not lofty, and chiefly fupported 
in the caufeof religion, by the nu* 
merous vo^ar^es who reforted to the 
flirine.of 5 1- James, at ConipofteUa. 
The poetical turn prevaile4f9 far, ^^s 
to be. the chief employnient of both 
fexes. King' Alfonfo, the wife^ re-^ 
^eived his education in Galicia, aod 

• * • 

jn that diale^l compofed £anticles for 
the church, which, with o^hcr piecp^ 

of 


' I • « 
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of the times are prefervcd in the ca- 
thedral of Toledo. Sortie of them 
Were publiflied by Zuniga the hifto* 
lian, in his annals of Seville, as far 
as they related to Alfonfo's father, 
Ferdinand the third, who conquered 
Sieville from the Moors. The poems' 
of Macias, a native of Padron in 
Galicia, were in that dialed, though 
taken for Portugueze by Argote de 
Molina. The poet Juan de Mena 
laments the tragical end of Macias, 
as does Juan Rodrignez del Padron 
in his poem of gozos de Amor, '' En- 
joyments of Love,'* who was fo af- 
feded at the news of his death that 
he retired into a convent, where he 
ended his days. Garci Sanchez de 
Badojoi, aii elegant poet, fpeaks feel- 
ingly of Macias in his poem Infierna 
, G 3 dc 
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de Amor, " Hell of Love/* and utters 
a defponding wilh to be interred 

along with him, and fhare his repu- 

> 

tation, which he exprefles in the fol- 
lowing pathetic fianza. 

Si te plaze^ que mis dias 
Yo fenefca mal logrado 
Tan en breve. 

Flegate qui con Macias 
Ser merefco fepultado^ 
Y decir devc. 

Do la fepultara fea^ 
Una tierra los crio, 
Una muerte los llevo> 
Una gloria los poflea. 

The cataftrophe of this unhappy 
poeti and the imprudence of his paf- 
£on^ has afforded a moral tale to all 
£icceflive bardi ; many of his poems 

are 
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are in the Cancionero de Poetas Anli- 
guos of Juan Alfonfo de Baena, in 
the Efcurial, and give a true idea oC 
the galician ftyle ojF poetry, from 
V %vhcnce we may fairly trace the Por- 
tugueze idiom, as the conqueft and 
peopling of Portugal under Henry 

of Burgundy, was effeded by people 

< 

from the north of Galicia, in con- 
junfiion with foreigners. Many 
places in the north of Portugal ac- 
quired the fame names with thofe in 
Galicia, as it happened in England 
after the coming in, of the Saxons ; 
Galicia then extended further to the 
fouth, including all thofe diftri6ls 
between the rivers Duero, and Min- 
ho, which did not appertain to Lu- 
fitania. Ptolemy diftinguifhes two 
claflfes of people in Galicia, the Brar 

G 4 cenfes^ 
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cenfes, wHofe capital was at Braga, 
and the Lucenfes at Lugo. When 
Portugal was erected into a feparate 
kingdom, they encroached on the 
borders, fo that what had belonged 
to Galicia, now became Portugal, 
and under their monarchs a new 
court fupported a variation, and 
gave a national charader to their 
language, of which Bluteau, an Eng- 
lifhman, and chaplain to Qjieen Ca* 
therine^ confort of our Charles the 
ad, has given a moft ample and 
learned vocabulary. 

The portuguefe mufe made a figure 
in the 12th century, under Alfonfo, 
the ill king of Portugal, in whofe 
reign Gonzalo Henri quez, and Egas 
Moniz, are the firft poets in the re- 
cords 
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cords of that kingdom- Iii the next 
century, king Dennis was a poet, a3 
was alfo his natural fon Alfonfo San- 
chez. The 14th century furnifhed 
king Alfonfo the 4th, a favourite of 
the mules, whofe poems have been 
colle6led by father Bernardo Bfito. 
His fon king Peter was likewife a po- 
et. In the reign of king John ift, 
the Infant Don Pedro corapofed va- 
rious fonhets, in praife of Vafco Lo- 
beira, the fappofed author of the 
celebrated romance oi Amadis of Gaul^ 
of which fo much has been faid, and 
who furniflied fo many admirable 
fcenes to the animated pencil of Cer-i 
vantes- In the 15th century, Hen- 
liquez Cayado diflinguiflied himfelf 
under king Emanuel, as did afterwards 
the Infant Don Pedro, fon of king John 

2d 
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2d. At this time the Latin mufe wad 
again invoked by the Portuguefe, and 
the purity of the Auguftan age feemed 
to revive with Achilles Stacio, Diego 
Pereyra, Morais, Coelho, and the je- 
fuit Luis de la Cruz, who wrote fome 
latin tragedies ; which made the hifto- 
rian Faria fay, that in his country 
every fountain was an Hippocrene^ 
and every hill a Parnaffus. The i6th 
century produced Bernardino Ribe* 
ira, Francifco Saa de Miranda, Mi- 
chael de Cabedo, the famous co- 
median Gil Vicente and his daughter 
Paula, who not only aflifted her fatheif 
in writing his comedies, but alfo com-^ 
pofed others of her own invention^ 
All thefe flourifhed under John Hid* 
to whom we ought to add the poets 
under the reign of the unfortunate 

king 
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king Sebaftian, fuch as Euftat^io de 
Faria, Geronimo deCorteReal, Jorge 
de MantemayoF) and above all, the 
illuftrious Camoens, whofe beautiful 
poem of the Luliad alone, would 
Lave been fufiicient, to perpetuate the 
poetical charader of his country j 
though Galicia lays a claim to his 
X)rigin, as defcended from a family 
9f that kingdom. 

The Portuguefe Cancimero contains 
many more poets than the Spaniib 
one, as that of Cailile has only one 
hundred and twenty poets^ and thae 
Qf Portugal one hundred and fifty ; 
the Spanifh one, only includes thofe 
of the fifteenth century, that of Por- 
tugal goes as high as king Peter, 
who died in 1367V Amongft others^ 
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of this amorous radnarch, accept: of 

the following, addreffed to the lady' 

pf his afFedions, whom he ftiles^his* 

I 

fecond God. 

Mais dyna de fer Jervida 

Que fenhora de efle mundo ! 

Vos foes meu Deos fegundo . > 

Vosjoes meu bem de ejia vidai 

You win think me a book-worrai 
indeed, for looking fo far back !itito 
antiquity, iand after the indifferent 
account L have given you of facie-^ 
ty in this place, will conclude that 
thefe purfuits walle away all my tim^,) 
which might be much better eni- 
ployed ; .however I do not negteft 
exercife^ and for this r purpofe b^v6 
purchafed a beautiful Andahifianr 
& gennet 
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gennet, from a .gentleman of Cordor 
va, who boafts of its race. Though 
he would not win a plate at New- 

« 

market, nor perhaps hold out at a fox 
cbace, with an Englifli hunter ; he has 
neverthelefs numerous qualities that 
give pleafure to his rider ; the doci- 
lity of his temper, the goodnefs of 
his mouth, and the agility arid quickr 
nefs.of his rpotions, with. his elegant 
fhape, form his principal charader^ 
while his: flowing mSne and well 
furnifhed tail, added to his flately 
carriage, give him ^ noble and grace- 
ful appearance ; — his colour Ifabel^ a 
name given in allufion to the whim- 
fical t^'ow, and fhift of Ifabella Clara 
Eugenia, governefs of the Nether- 
land?, at the memorable fiege of 
Oftend, which lafted from 1601 till 

1604, 
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i6o>j|, and who wanted to petfuade 
the ladies of her court to follow her 
example^ which they imitated in 
having thefr linen dyed. — As to the 
fwiftnefs of my courfer I muft how- 
ever inform you that he was gene-- 
rated by the wind, and fo they all 
are at Aranjuez, if you will believe 
the infcription over the king s (tables 
at that place ex vento gravidas. If 
you will not truft to the king's e- 
querry, nor rely upon what has been 
faid by Varro, or Columella, I muft 
refer yoo to Virgil, 

w . • - - r Et faepe fine uUis 
Conjugiis vento gravidse, mirabile diftu 
Saxa per, & fcopulo$ & depreflas convallcs 
Piffugiunt. 

GEORG, Lib- 3. 


P. S- Excufe 
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P. S. Excufe a digrcffion from a 
Qiiixotic traveller, in favour of the 
famous Rofmante^ though hor gene* 
rated by the wind, and moreover fe> 
fleady, that he would not merid his 
pace if all the mares of the Dehefa^ 
or paftures of Cordova, were in com- 
pany. In the very firft chapter^ 
fpeaking of this fteed, the text fays, 
Que tenia mas quartos que un Real. The 
drift of which confifts in a pun, upon 
the double meaning of the word 
Quarto^ which figqifies a piece of cop- 
per money, as well as 2^ defed in a 
horfe's hoqf, and as ther? are feven- 
teen quartos in the filver coin, called 
Beal^ it alludes to the jiumberlefs de* 
fe^ls in Ro/inante's hoof, and cannot 
be literally tranflated. This paffage 
greatly puzzled Peter Motteax, the 

publifher 
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publifli^rofatranflation of Don Quix- 
ote, by feyeral hands, in 1733, who 
alters the fenfe of it by rendering 
it thus, •' Wl^^f^ bones ftuck out 
'/ like the corners of a Slpanifh real."; 
I fuppofe hp had fpen.fome of the 
old cut Spanifli money which fug- 
gefted this erroneous idea. SmoUet 
has continued the fume blunder, and 
learnedly added by way of note, that 
a Spanifli real is a coin of a very ir- 
regular fhape not unlike the figure 
in geometry, called Trapezium. 

I have now on my table a treatife. 
oa farriery, by one of the king's far- 
riers, The Gibfon oi Spain, entitled, 

Infliluciones. de albeyleria por el BachiUer 
Erancifco.Garcia Qahrero^ herrador^ yat^ 
beytar de las cavaUcrizas del Rey. Ma-t 

drid 
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drid 1775. In which he gives the fol- 
lowing account of the quarto. " To 
(explain the reafon why this accident 
is called by the name of a quarto 
1 am perplexed, not being certain, 
•hor cohvinced by the reafons given 
ine by different perfons ; fome fay 
it is becaufe it falls upon the fourth 
part of the hoof, others, becaufe the 

animal by this means lofes the fourth 

■ < • . ' . ■ 

part of its Rvalue ; to the firft I ^an- 
fwer, that I am unacqiiainted with 
the exa6l diraenfions of 2l quarto ; to, 
the fecond that if the accident is of 
the compound* Rind, though the ani- 
mal was ever fo" valuable before, it 
becomes then not only not worth a. 
quarto, but not even an ochavo.'\ 


< « 


•« 


« 
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LETTER Vlll. 


' _ X 


Origin andfrogfe/s of national poetry in Cajttle. 


TOLEDO, 29th June, 1778. 

I HAVE made an excurfion to the 
city of Toledo, twelve leagues 
fouth of Madrid, and dignified with 
the title of imperial, after its con- 
quefl from the Moors, by Alfonfo 
the 6th; who (liled.himfelf emperor, 
and was crowned h^re ; firice which 
the city has bpre for their armorial 
enfigns, an emperor feated in a roy- 
al chair in his robes, holding a drawn 
fword in his right hand, and a mund 
in his left. 

I fliaU 
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1 fliall leave to travel writers to 
tiefcfibe ;the numerous edifices and 
public ftrii<5lures, as well as churches, 
pi6iures, and {lately monuments to 
t>e feen in this place. The cathe- 
xlral ^lone would require a volume ; 
aihongft its many Tuperb tombs, I 
'pafrticularly tibtlced that of Con 
^Alvaiq de Liina, conftable of Caf- 
'tile, the ufaForturiate'favoiii'ife of king 
[Johti id, and that of Carditidl Men-r 

« 

'doza, archbiOiop of Toledo, fon to 
that illufllrious po6t, the Marquifs of 
Santillana. With refpect to the va- 
iriety of ornaments in this ^ntient 
cathedral/the critic has k noble field 
of matter ; as for tlie unwieldy 
groupe of figures in this church, fo 
n^uch admired by the inhabitants, 
and called, I know not for what rea- 

• H 2 fon, 
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» 

fon; £1 Tranfparente ; one of their 
own writers, Don Antonio Ponz, a 
modern critic, fairly acknowledges, 
*' That for any ufe or ornament, it 
affords, this immenfe mafs of marble 
might as well have remained buried 
for ever in the quarry of Carrara !" 
1 fliall fay nothing of the badnefs 
and crooked form of the flreets, ftill 

t 

more inconvenient from the fituation 
of the city on a hill^ much lefs can 
beoffered in favour of the environs 
of Toledo, which are bleak and in 
great want of trees, though Martial, 
in ope of his epigrams to Licinius, 
reprefents the country in his tim.e» 
on the bank of the Tagus, to have 
been much favoured with fhade* 

^ftus Terenos aurco franges Tago 
Obfcurus umbris arborum* 

Btit 
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But it is now high time to proceed 
on my favourite fubjed: — ^When the 



Latin tongue, which had been uni- 
verfal in Spain, became totially cor- 
rupted by fuch different invafions, ' 
and variety of nations, and difpofi- 
tions, the Caftilian language is fup- 
pofed to have ififenlibly arbfe about 
the 12th century. — The oriental 
poetry had flouriflied near five hun- 
dred years, arid the Provenzal and 
Galician dialefls about one hundred, 
fo that when the genius of Gaflilian 
poetry firft began to expand and ac- 
quire a national form, it muft have 
borrowed Of courfe from the fpirit of- 
its predeceffors, and had its origin, 
like all antieiit languages, in finging 
the exploits of heroes, founding forth 
the praife of the Deity, and tuning 

H 3 their 
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their lyre to the caufe of religion : 
fuch were their Cantares^ of which tl^e . 
Cancioiieros h3.ye preferved ample col- 
le^ions.— -I have enlarged upoii the 
llyle and charader of thefe feverfi^ 
ppople, in order to form from. thence 
fome fixed idea, or rule proper to be . 
afligned, as an origin to the poetry 
of Caflile, tracing the fpurces of its 
fingular variety, and difcovering th^t 
want of unity in its chara^ei;, i^ pro- . 
portion as it has imitated; fuch a di-^ 
verfity of models. Tl^^^ oriental ftyl? 
in the fir{^ place, delights in f^r^in^d 
alluf^ons, and;e}^t.r^yagapt metaphors, 
atlprned, wi^h e^^uberan^e^.of cxpre^-. 
fion, and an admirable variety anfi 
brillianpy of fentii^ent^: it is hapj>yj 
in th? harjmpny of its^ nj^njb^r?, and 

K 

when it rifgs to folenan aiiid majefljc 

fufbjeds^ 
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fubjeds, is faid to lofe itfelf in en- 
thufiafm and rapture. The Proyenzal 
poetry on the other han<^ is rcftridied 
by the laws of the Trobadours, and 
being fettered in the golden chains 
of love, becomes languid and faint, 
when it attempts to defcribe the 
thunder of Jove, or the anger of mi- 
litary heroes, with the clangour of 
war, 

\ 

M 

Suqh was the flock from whence 

... ' ' " . ^, . . , • ^ 

the Caftilian bee was to draw an 
inexhauftible ftore^ and to fip every: 
flowc;f, inriching itfelf with a fund 
that was to charm future ages,. and 
convey to the mind the moft pernj?i- 
nent and pleafing fenfatipns. When 

th^y foUo^ved the manner of the ori- 

H 4 ^ntal 
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entals, the TrobadduFS, or the Ita- 
lians, it proceeded from a natural im- 
pulfe, which leads to imitate the ob- 
je^s conftantly in view; when they 
copied the Greeks, and Romans, it 
oWed its efFe6l to a more refined and 
elevated genius.-— The various ob-^ 

je^ls of the bar4s fuccefliVely alteted 

- • • • ' . _ * . * . 

with the times,;, the atchievements 
of Charlemagne and the twelve peers' 
of France, drew the attention of the 
French ana Italians; then came the 
croifades arid the feats of knights 
infpired with a military zeal for re- 
lieion ; after thefe Were at an end, the 
mind was Hill exialted and attached 

, to the marvellous, fuited to the pre- 

' ' ' ' . ' "1 » • . • . 

vailing manners, fo that the fi6litious 
heroes and knight efrants eafily fuc- 
ceeded, and the tale was embelliflied 

with 
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with the amorous novel, in which 
the Spanilh warriors were introduced 
with fucb a delufive medley of falle- 

/ ■ • • ^ > * 

hbod arid trutli, that forbe have 

• . .^. ,-«-.» • 

taken fable for hiilory, and others 
have rejected fa6l for romance. At 
lafta furprifing^eriius arofefv the urii- 
verfal admiration of mankind, who 

* • t r • f • ; • 

• - • ' ♦ • • , ,■ J .... 

with the invincible lance of Dori^ 
Quixote, drove for ever all thofe ex- 
► travagarit heroeisout of the field. 


, t- r 


As 'mufic is composed of certain 
tones ancl cadences, it was neccffary 
that^wliat was io be fung fhould Have 
a proper Imetre 'adapted To , mufical 

Harmony, from whence th^ firft ori- 

-. , , , . . • . . 

gin of verfe, in every part of the 
world; that the/Spanift^ language is 
a4.mirably adapted to poetic^ harmo- 
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nv, hsLshcen generally allowed^ and 
ha? been ^vidjently p.rpve4 b^ an e;c- 
cellent. judffQs FrancifcO; Salinas, of 
Burgos, bofn in 151J,, celebrated by 
his cOQtejiTip^orariesfor his g|:eat ikill in 
xqufic, asf a perfornjer apd, a theorift ; 
and thQugh afHided with bliadnefs. 
from his infancy, inftead of '. depreff- 
ing his mind, it tiend.ed 'to improye^ 
his^ muCcal genius ii},.,a^:Wonderfiil. 
manner. He went to Rome in the 
retinue of Don Pedro Sarmiento, 
archbifliop of Compoftella, .and after 
twenty years fpent in It^^ly, returned 
to Salamanpa, where he held a prOf 
fjpfforfliip of mufic, and died at the 
age ojF feyepty-feven, uniyerf^Uy ad- 
mired and regretted, . 


V-' * I . • 1 »i » 


In tracing then the poetry of Caf-r 
tile through its various modulations 

from 


SPANISHi ^QE,T^Y. ipy, 

fromits origiadowi:) to flicpr^fgnt tjoie, 
we ipay divide it injp fiaut.p^ji^Qds ; 
t^^. fifft. frpn* i^5 ea4yid^yv}), tfjl. the. 
reign of kipg Jpha tj^? ad/ tjig n?j^^ 
from this king, p, the d^Y>h 9^ iCharlej^ 
the 5th;. tl^e thixd.frpn^^tiiaiejftRfrpijj 
down to Fhilip tjij? 4th i. ?R4it;hc Ifftj 
frpn^ that/rgign dpwn.tg Chasl^^ th^. 
ad, the laf^ A,uftri?p,mp»;©rqh, yfk^ni 
thfi, genius, of, Hpm^^^p^. r^^irgiJ;^ 
feems to have, fled /ro.i^. the:b^nHs; 
of the IVfanzanares, and tp hauve. 
fix^e^ its refidpn^e Po thofec of the. 
Th^paps. In thi?. manlietoiw ftrft:^ 
fl^^e ;n»9y b/e, conpipared rto, its: ipfapcy, 
the. fjecond j;o its.juvenjje.daysi, the. 
third to its. vigpyr. and: .©aohood, 
and the fourth tp its.p^ld ag^.aftd de-: 

The 


. ■•"< 
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The Gaftilran bard made his firfl 
effort in kn age when there was little 
riefinemeiit in language, and the ear 

unaccuftomed to melodious founds, 

• • • 

, or Ikiiful .enough to be afFe^led by 
the harmonious numbers of the an- 
tients, much lefs in a GtuaCion to imi- 
tate them. The mo ft antient poet 
known in Giftile is not of a higher 
date than 'the beginning of the thir-r 

teenth century. Thh' is Gonfalo Ber- 
deo, natlve^^'of the town of Berideo^ 
in GuypufcOi and a monk of the 

convent of St. Milan, from whofe 

• • .« 

ai*chives'it-a|3peat^ that Ke lived in 
jSao, he wrbte the lives of St. Milan, 
St, Dominic of Silos,^ and' other Spa- 
rrifli faifits in Verfe, of twelve, thir- 
teen and fourteen fyllables, as well 
as a poem on the battle of Simancas, 

\vhere 
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« 

where the Moors were defeated by 
Ramiro the 2d, king of Leon. Thei^ 
with fome others are in .manufcript, 
in the convent of St. Milan. There 
isjikewife a poem, of hi^ on the jna^^ 
in the royal library at ^Madrid, but 
'.nothing more has been printed than 
his life of St. Dpminic, wherein he ac- 
quaints his readers, that, he attempt- 
ed his poem in Spanifli, .being total- 
ly unable to perform it in Latin. 

Quicro fer una profa en roman paladino 
En qual fuele el pueblo fablar a vecino 
Ca non fo tan^letrado por for otro latino. 

r t • - ' 

The Cmilii^ude and. analogy oh- 
ferved between the latin and Spa- 
nifli verfe, fuch as the verfe of eight 
feet with the Trocaic, that of five 

. ♦ , • : 1 

witH the Adonic, that of eleven with 

the 
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"^lie'Sa j) pbic Afck'pediad, jor Chdrialiii* 
%ic, and 8th6r fimilar cotnpofitiohs, 

• ♦ 

rfiiew'tKeir^o/lgih frdm the gtetflc dhcl 
Tatin mddds ; liut %ith xef^eS: to 
'iniitatitiil, We ittlitt 'iftltfiel: look 'for 
Tit anron^ft tlic IVtibladoors kriti ^ta* 
^Karis, '^ih'wfiBiii tff^y'libffowed'tHfe 
'SShetOt MddfigcA^ Cancion^ Terceio^ 
'Offava 'Rti?ta;'^Ad fimilar -poeiris/dJf- 
*le^eiit frbin the ancfelit Copies d( 
Spain. 


•j; . ^ . J 


J 


The Coplas^ called RedondiUaSy or 
Roundelays* are of great antiquity. 
The Spanifh poets of thofe days, 
ivhen rti^y \vr6te in iatin, 'made ufe 
iif the fhytdeof 'the rduiidetays, 'itid 
froiii tHeih perhaps it Was adopted m 
tHe fi^itiBna'l |i6^try. An ajiitaph in 

tKe 
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the church of Toledo^ %{ tlie Vear 
^333^ has the following line's. 


» • 


Mitibus hie mitis, taittcii hdftifitis efferftuliebafr 
Hoftis, fulgebat propter certamiha 


Which divided by the CeJurabftKfme^ 
would run thirs. 


'Miribiis hie mitis, 
-'^ Tattler* hoRibk e«^e RCidiBit 
- .Hoftis, fUJgciiat 

' Pf optcr certamina litis. 

^ 4 * r 

Another epitaph in the 
church : 


S" 


fafaae 


Toleti natus^ cujus generofa propago 
Moribus 6rna:tus fuit hic prbbitatis itnago: 
Largus^ triaghlflcus^' de£his tAdndoiiieniis^ ' 
$>onis inmenfisj' eunftbruih vtfat amiCtfs. 

: Which divided in the fame noianner, 
.will be, 


1. i i 

Toleti 


♦J 
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Tolcti nafus, ^ . ^. 

Cujus generofa propago 
Moribus ornatiis 
Fuit hie probitatis imagd 
■ ' Lai^us, magniHcus 
Eleftus Mendionenfisi 
DoJjis inpaenfis 
Cunftorum verus amicus; . , 

in the early days of their poetry,* 
We often find verfe of four, fivc^ fix 
&nd eight fyllables, in the works of 
the infant Don Manuel, who died iii 
1362, and alfo ma(ie ufe of the Hen- 
decafyllable verfer, as did the mar- 
quis of Santillaria. 

The verfes of twelve fyllables were 
Hyled D.earle m^jj^r, and were ufed 
by kin^ Alfonfo the Wife, in his po- 
em of Las querelas, or '' Complaints" 
' againft the rebellion of his undutiful 
fpn Sancho ; but the verfe of thir- 

teen 
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ieen and ^urteen feet arb the moft 
ancient metre, being ufed'by Berceo 
fh6 monk, and king Alfonfo above-* 
mentioned. 

As to rhyipe. we know it^iufted 
liefore the. Qotbs extendecl ithem* 
felves to the fouth* or :t}ie Saracent 
penetrated into the weft :; it has been 
thought by fomei : writers, that even 
\fk the AuguAa)!: age the ix>ets had 
;i partiality for rhyme at. the end^ 
like the Leonine verfcy Joflaiices of 
which are fee» in Horace. (a) ^ O* 
vid (i), Propcrtius(c), and Marti- 


' • " 1 c J .» 


(a) NoQ fatis eft pulchra. eflb pikematta. dolcia fu&to 
£t quocamque y^knt^ txHOlum.&udiiocis agunto. 

(p) Quot coelam ftellas, tot ha^bet tna Roma puellai« 

'Ds AnT Amaj^ Lu«U 

. (er) Nee tibi tirrbena folvatar funis arena* 

Lib. I. Bmo. 17. 

I al(<2), 
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bl {a}^ , and, the fimilfonjknA^ was con-f 
iidered as a figure of phetoric. — How- 

ever that might haye been, the 

• ■ . *'.-.-,.. .... 

monkifli writers, without ajiy feeling 
for the true graces of poetry, were 
deiightedl t*>th jiiigKng foubds, think- 
ifig with cdtlfonaftce atod rhyihe to 
fupply the place of genius apd fencyw 
Ta jpcf deive the fimilit4ide betweeti 
dherr barbarous latin verfe and -the 
Spintfh rhyme of thofe.days, we'haVe 
only to xotapare tHenr together. -'An 
':epitaph m the cathedral of Tokdoi 
<)t ijae,' i» as follows : -' 

' . . ( 1 .- ' - ' 

' - ' - f - . 

Hoc pofitus tumulb fuit expers improbitatis, 
Intu^ & ektrafoit immenfce probitatis; V 
'^Largus, magnificus fuit, & dans omnia gratis, 
EtrfpecGlthn generis, totius fons bonitatis* 


f*rr- * /» 


-(4 ^iIigP;P.i!¥liai^tpii^,. »pn odi cinna negantcm. ' 

liiB* 7* Epiq. 42. 

•■■■: '■'\' " ' ■ This 


T 
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This ftrophfc preferves ' thfc fame 
rhyme, as thofe of the monk Berceo^^ 
with refped to the confonance of the 
four verfes.-— Letus now compare it 
with a Spanifh epitaph of the year 
1388. 


* - '. 


D. Sancho obifpo de avila comb fenor honrado, 
Dio muy buen cxempio, como fue buen preladoj 
Fizo efte mpnafterio de S* Benito Ikmado - 
Y diole muy grandes algos^ por do es fubilentado. 

Verfes ending with an echo were 
ufed by Juan de la Encina, and are 

« 

with his other poems in the Cancionero 
general printed at Seville, in 1535. 
The laft part of the penultimate word 
is echoed by a fimilar one, thus^ 

El mas querido, y inflamado, amado, 
Puefto en el duro, y fin confuclo, fuelo, 
Sufre por mi, de ticrra y cielo, yelo. 
En un pefcbrc dcfcchado, cchado. 

I a many 
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Many new kind of verfe, fuch as 
fa{^ic, adonic^ phaleuciaa and o« 
theiis, were introduced byfiermuder^ Ia 
his tragedies df Mze. The vetfe caUed 
£fdrupdo was firft ufed by Cayriafco 
de Figueroa, and always ends, with 

# 

da^lyls, or words that have the accent 
on the ahtipenultimate fyllable, with 
the two lad fyllables Ihort^ thtts, ^ 

Al prado dc fan Geronimo 
Con mis zelos. y mi cantaro. 
Salgo a vengarme de un picaro 
Que noye el eftilo xacaro. 

Vicente Elpihel is commonly faid 
to be the inventor of the verfes called 
after him EJpinelas, but this is contro- 
verted by Don Gregorio Mayans, who 
attributes them to Juan Angel, who 
ufed th^m in his poeui of Tragfiriun^o 

m 
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itt 1533, and only allows to Efpinel 
tiie merit of. having . impcoved the 
metise. £fpinel alfo wrote !a fomance; 
iinder the feigned name of ElBfeudero 
Maxcoi de Obregon^ 4efi:rihing,the fol- 
lies of his youth, from whence the 
French writer La Sage has interwoven 
fevecal of his charaders iii his ror 
mance of Gil Bias. . 

. - ' ■ 

Other verfes ivere called Felkianas',' 
according to Lopez de Vega, from the - 
tnventrefs of that nametWho fpent fome 
time in men's apparel in the univerfity" 
of Salamanca.-4*It would be an ufelefa^ 
tafk to relate the variety of inven-* 
tions which fprang up in a barbarous 
age, fuch as the retrogade verfe, the 
labyrinth, the cento, the acroilic, and 
other puerile fancies^ of which Caia« 

1 3 muel. 
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mueUa Spanilli monk in the laft Cen-t 
tury, ^has <:ompiled two folio volumes.' 
under the title of Rythmica and Atetra^ 
mica^ \vhichiwerc reprinted in Italy : 
but I, will not take up more of yvUF 
time with fuch trifles, and haften to 
rpeak of ^ blank verfe, which is of 
great, antiquity in Spain, where they 
feem as fenfible of its dignity and 
' majefty as we are in England. They 
had it at the fame time that the fa- 
mous Tri{Sno firft introduced it in 
Italy, for his contemporary Alonfo de 
Fuentes, of Seville, pul^liflaed a poem 
there in 1547, in blank verfe, intitled 
La Suniade JHiilqfcphia. Trillino died 
in J 550. 


4 I* ^ «. ^ 


J I this moment receive the agreea- 
ble news, of . your fafe rfeturn to Erig- 

land. 


;-•*•* C ^ 


f 

land. The sietancholy Account you- 
give ^ me of ' psatties^ and ^iadion at 
' hdoie^ grievtes^ ttie exceedingly; but 
1 ffuft in the fpirit of our pebple and 
our Hufnefoufi i^fources to overcome 
both forcigt)" and domeilic enemies. 
Foreign nations, unacquainted with 
our conftitttttocl and government, and 
who onl^r heut the miffeprefentaiioni 

■ 

and 'clamour of fddion, imagine we 
are undone; the French flatter them- 
felves tb have in a manner fecuf^ to 
themfelves, the pofTeilon of Am^ri^ 
ca^ tinder the veil of an alliance with 
the congrefs ; and the Spaniards fond- 
ly conceive that Gibraltar will &11 an 
eafy prey into 4heir hands ; how egre- 
gioufly they are deceived in this, as well 
as in their romantic ideas of conquer^ 

I 4 ing 
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ing Jamaicji, . I iruft to provide^^ 

« 

:iQd our oWn vigorous exertions tfh 
fliew{ VPW ^^^ me WQ havje a :fill«{ 
fleet ill the Bay, under the coinmei9<l 
of an experienced oSoer> .' who,.;;H 
he falls, iojttfith tUe ^mny, no ddiiitl 
Will give a goodiageouist of tfeemi 
tttd^ I hope, return, hoine/ crowned 
with: lauitels, to receive the thanks of 
his countrymen. Methinks I kc fthe 
gallant veteran enteriiig London . in 
triumiiht Hke a Roman i:Qnful« with 
the fi^piUof the: eneniy, amidft %ht 
Ihoutj and; acclan^atioiis of a grate&l 
peoplei wpeatiiig inceffanilyhis^ vic- 
tories! I ipuft Say no nK)re, |»eiet| 
you know, %re apt to have vi/ion^> 
let me wifh this may be a tTue.onis^ 
and that in all parts of the .iwrld i^iMT 

r fleets 
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fleets and arms may ever be vidorious, 
and, to ufe the expreflion of a great 
writer, ''aflfert triumphantly the rights 
and honour of Great-Britain, as far 
as watery roJL ^nd as winds c^ji wafi: 


Adieu ! 


i I 
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IX* 


I 

King Alfonjo the Wife improves the Spanijh' 
Language. — Singular foem of thi arcbprieft - 
cf Hita^ 


TOLEDO, i2th July, 1778. 

I AM defirous, whilft in this city^ 
of faying fomething more to you 
of the royal poet Alfonfo, the loth 
king of Caftile, who held his court 
here, and was (irnamed the Wife, on 
account of his great learning and 
knowledge of aflronomy. It was 
here that he caufed thofe famous aftro-r 
nomical tables to be drawn up, called 
Alfonfine, after his name, which are 

carefuliy^ 
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carefully preferved in the cathedral 
of Seville- — He perfeded the Spahifh 
code, named Las Siete Partidas^ from 
their being divided into feven parts^ 
<:orfefpQnding with the feven letters 
of his name. He, moreover intro- 
duced the national language into all 
public writings ; ah example which 
was foon aftpr followed with us, by 
bur Edward the 3d, who gave or- 
ders for the abolifhirig of the Norman 
tongue in alt public ^iU, and judi^ 
cial proceedings t 

_King Alfonfo.caufed a great many 
books to.be tranflated into the jCa-^ 
fliliah language, and befides giving 
tihe example by feveral compofitions 
of his own in profe and verfc, he 
J^ent large films of money for the 

advancement 


/ N 
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advancement of fclence, aad extend-^ 
cd his bounty and gencrofity ob all 
occafiions with the utmoft magnifi^ 
ccnce. — Amongft' ojjier extraordina-> 
ry performances of th^s. great kingv 
there is a poem written in layt^' 
called TheforOf which is in the royal 
library of Madrid, being a treatife oxi 
the philofopher's ftone, written in 
cyphers, and in magical chara^lers. 
This book is thought to have l>c-» 
longi^d to the library of the marquis 
of Villena, and to have been one of 
thofe faved by the bifhop of Segovia* 
Gil Gonzales de Avila, in his hiftory 
of the church of Seville, has given 
the introda6lion to this work in Spa- 
nifti verfe, in which the royal poefi 
fays he had invited a famous chemift 
from Alexandria, in Egypt, to teach 

him- 
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the art of making gold, which 
they had hrequently pra^ifed toge* 
ther, and had acquired a perfe^ 
knowledge of the philofopher's ftone« 
The verfe ruas thus. 

IjSl piedra que Ilatnan philofophd 
Sabia fad;r> c me la enfeno* 
Fizimos la juntos ; defpues folo yo^ 
Conque muchas v^res crecio mi caudalj 
E vicndo que puedc facerfe cfta talj 
De muchas maneras> mas fiempre una cofai 
To vos propoDgo la menos penofa, 
Por mas excelente, e mas principal (^). 

« 

AmoDgflother numerous works of 
tkis fovereign, there is a folio manu« 

^ That is— be knew how to make the philolb^ 
pher^s fione, iind taught it me. We madb it togj^* 
ther, and I afterwards made it by myfelf^ fo that I- 
•pften increafed my fiock ; and finding that it is to 
V9 made in diffier<;nt ways, but always one and the 
^mc thing, I propofe to you the Icafi expenfive, aa 
thQ Gompleatcft and 'bcft method. 

fcript, 
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fcript^ in the library of Toledc^ writ* 
ICD on paper in Spanifh," on mifcd^ 
laneous (ubjeds. Amongft the.Teft; 
a tradl relating to St. Patrick's Parga^ 
tory, in Ireland,, which perhaps may 
be the origin of the famous vifion of 
Oddsnius, mentioned by fdkie jrifh 
writers. Alfonfo is thought to have 
jhrftintroduced paper in Spain, at lead 
iimongll the Chriflians, fuppofing its 
ufe to have been known amongft the 
Mahometans ; for Sarmiento mentions 
having feen a paper manufcript in 
1 261. I fliall not, however, enter into 
further details relating to the works 
of this monarch, he .was a compe- 
titor for the empire, with Richard 
Duke of Cornwall, who was chofen 
emperor, but not having fortune or 

power 
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pOjiieT fufficicnt to fupport its digni- 
ty* was obliged to return to England, 
and they eleded another prince. As 

for king Alfonfo, his expences re^ , 

. ' ' ' • ' 

duced him to great ilraighis; nor, 
could his fupppfed knowledge of , ther 
philofopier s ftone^ furniih gold e-* 
nough. without laying heavy taxes oa^ 
his fubje^Ss : while this monarch was 
bent upon agronomical purfuits, in- 
Jlead of the intereft of his people, 
and in lieu of obferving the motions 

of bis fubje6ls, was watching thofe 

. • ' . 

of the ftars in the crown of Ariadne ; 
his.fecond fon Sancho rebelled againft 
him; fnatched his own crown from 
his head, and got pofFeffion of the 
kingdom. For this undutiful a6l, and 
his fucceiHve vi6bries over the Moors, 

the 
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* 

tlie Spanish hiHoriant have called hic^ 
"Dm Sancho El Bravo (d). 

(a) Alfonro the Wife had two fons. Ferdinaad thtt 

' eldeft and Sancho. The fomier died in the life time 

of his father, and the latter ufUrped the Crowfi, 6d 

which hif nepliew Alfonfb^ Fdtdidand's lbtt,'tbtfii 

a minor, fled to France, and was proclaiA^d Ung oa 

the death of Alfonfo the Wife, but Sancho'3 party 

> prevailed. This Alfoafo fimamed La Cerda, from a 

' ' ]o0g hair on his back^. married Maude of Franca, and 

left a fon, Lewis« vAtb reUirned to Spain, afid oeding 

his right to the (irown^ accej^ted lands from kiivg Fef*^ 

di&and the 4th, and married Leonora Guzman^ 

daughter of Alonfo Perez de Guzman, founder of 

the ducal-hou& of Medina Sidonia, by wboin hk 

left an only .daughter, Ifabella f^a drda^ irO, married 

' to Don Rodrigo Alvarez de AAurias, by whom ihe 

had no iflvie, and afterwards to Bernard de Beaniet 

bafiard fon of the famous GaAon Phsebus Qoiiml 

de Fdix Lord of Bearne ; on this marriage de BeaxM 

was created Count of Medina Celi, and a large cftate 

fettled on Ifabella his wife, in 1367, by Henry the 

sd, fimamed the Bafiard, on condition of her re* 

nouncing again for b^rfelf and ber heirs, all pipten- 

A lingular 


'•• » f. 


\ 
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A fingiilar 'jjoet and fatyrift now 
bccurs, whd has cfcaped the refearch- 
es of Don Nicolas Antonio^ and mod 
other biographers^ till difcdvered by 
Don Lewis Velazquez, knight of the 
Order oiF St. James. This ii Juan 
Ruiz, arch-prieft of Hita; whofe works 
are iil manufcript, in the library ol^ 
Toledo, and who flourilhed in the 
year 1336. The manufcript is in a 
Very fmpferfed conditiori, with many 
flieets' tore oUt, and others umntelli-^ 
gible, therefore I ftiall confine myfelf 
to a fpecimeh of a fatyrical piece, as 
given by Vclafquez, 

fions ti3 the crown of Caftile; as grand daughter of 
Alfonfo, proclaimed king at the death of Alfonfo 
the Wife. Afterwards Don Lewis de Bearne the 5tb> 
Count of Medina Celi, defcended ixom Ifabelia, wa^ 
treated Duke of Medina Celi in i49ii by Ferdinand 
and Ifabel. 

K ' This 


% 
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This poem defcribes a conteft be- 
tween the time of Ealing Meat and 
Lent Time^ wherein the former is .de- 
feated qn AJh Wednejday^ and remains 
in a dejeded ftate till Holy-week, 
when recovering his fpirits, he enters 
the lifts and fends, a challenge to Lent^ 
by his fecond Don Breakjqft^ fixing the. 
time for combat on Eafter- Sunday. 
Lent^ not thinking himfelf obliged 
to receive.a challenge from one whom 
he has vanquiflied, finding himfelf 
moreover enfeebled, and not being 
able to procure a frefh fupply of fea 
fifh, to recruit his conftitution, pro* 
mifes to meet him at Jerufalem, dreff- 
es himfelf like a pilgrim and makes 
his efcape on Holy-Saturday. Two 
potent emperors arrive in the world ; 
Don FleJJi and Dm Love. They both 

« 

make 
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V 

xtiake a triumijhal entry t the various 

> ' 

xhufical inftruments ate defctibed, as 

Well as the reception they meet with, 

frbm all ranks of peopiie ; a conteft 

arifes coricerhirig who is t6 receive 

Don Love i feach party ofifers his rea- 

fons and claim for a preference, but 

he refufes them, and {hews a predi- 

lection to the author, as an old fer- 

vant of the family, and goes to his 

houfe ; but the apartments being too 

fmall for fuch fplendid guefls, a tent 

is fixed, and here a poetical defcrip- 

tion is given of the four feafons of 

the year, in the, nature of a vifion^ 

The author, with the confidence of 

an old fervant, enquires of Don Lqve^ 

where he had been during hi^ ab- 

fence? he anfwers, in the mild cli* 

mate of Andalufia during winter, and 

K a complains. 
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complainsi that coming to Toledo id 
the beginning of lent, they had fhut 
the gates of the city againft him ; on 
which he applied to feveral convents, 
but none would receive him, and at 
laft was obliged to pafs the lent in the 
town of Gaftro, where he was kind- 
ly entertained. FinjiUy recovering 
,his ftrength after lent, he went to the 
fair of Alcala, and from thence wan- 
dering about the country, had left 
the author in a melancholy mood, 
who not pleated with a folitary life» 
confulted an old trot, called Trota 
Conventos. This forry old woman ad- 
vifes him to make love to a nun, and 
paints * the delight of fuch amours. 
Trota Conveni&f applies ta a nun, 
to whom flxe had rendered fiDrmer 
fervices, fpeaks in £avour of the 

archprieft, 
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archprieft, and a6ls as procurefs be« 
tween them. A long dialogue en^ 
fues^ with the perfuafions of the old 
Jezabel on one fide^ and the refiftance 
and inconveniences alledged by the 
nun on the other. Trota Conventos 
difplays the, charader of the arch- 
prieft ;— -the nun at laft confents to 
receive him on honourable terms, 
and dies in two months. The arch-* 
priefi is much grieved, and Engages 
the old hag to procure hidoi a wife, 
fhe finds out a moor, who- refufes the 
offer — the author relates th« fongs he 
had compofed for jews and moors, 
adapted to various inftruments, and 
pToper for dances, and to be foftg by 
blind men and ft roller s.—Tr^?/^ Con- 
ventos dies, the ravages of death are 
defcribed, as well as the ingratitude 

K3 of 
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of relations and heirs. The epitaph 
of Trola Conventos is given. Preven- 
tatives are offered againft the fudden 
a6ls of death, which are to be guard- 
ed againft ^ith the (hield of good 
works. 


Such is the main fcope of thi^ 
whimfical poem, many parts of which 
are unintelligible at prefent. One 
of the laft verfes fays expreffly that it 
was jEniftied in the year 1378. — ^The 
work is not deftitute of poetical in- 
vention, and feems to be a violent 
fatyr on the time^, abounding with 
moral reflexions, as well as lively de- 
fcriptions of the vices of fome of the 
principal perfonages of the court. 
At the fatne time the poet feems to 
lau^h in his eafy chair^ and might have 

furnifljed 


■ 
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furniftied a model for Rabelais, who 
probably never faw this poem: — 
from the freedom with which the 
archprieft has painted the vices of the 
times, we may call him the Petronius 
of Spain. Some of his verfes have 
the fame metre as the greek and latin 
hexameters, for inftance, 

Fi^ vQspequeno libro, de tefta mas que de glofa, 
Non creo quecs pequeao,ant es mui gran plofa. 

The prefent afchbifliop of Toledo, 
Don Francifco de Laranzana has very 
geheroufly opened the library of the 
cathedral for the ufe of the public, 
and I might mention other ancient 
poets, whofe works are in the Can- 
cionero of Juan Alfonfo de B^ena, col- 
le^ed in the reign of king John the 
?d, \vhich includes thofe who pre-* 
. . - K 4 ceded 
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ceded, a| well as contemporary pdpts j 
but it vould make no amends for the 
time loft m looking over fiich wri- 
tings, totally divefled of genius o|: 
tafte, hardly one of theni able even 
to make a good rhyme ; you will al- 
ready have perceived that I partake 
of the; gloom that hangs over this 
city; or, as the French call it, ennui. 
Its very gates feem to proclaim it, fot 
over the principal one, the gate del 
Qambron^ an infcription is placed tin* 
der the fiatue of St. Leocadi^t the 
tutelary patroneft of the city, in wbicih 

fhe is requefted to freej them from^ ftjch 

... J 

9 complaint ; 


Tu noftra ciyis inclita^ 
Tu eg patrona vernula, 
Ab urbis hujus t^rmin^' 
Procul repelie tap^infi.; 


LETTER, 
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sSemd Period of Spanijh Foetry in ike i^th cett- 
tury. — Cbaraffer of king John thejetond^ and 
oj his Jon king Henry the fourth of CaJUU^ 


r 

MADRID, 20th July, 1778. 

AS the heats b^giQ to be exceffive 
here, I fliall foon ma];e an exr 
curlion to St. Ildefonfp, a royal feat^ 
which Hands in a very high fituation 
^midft the Guadarrama mountainS| 
that are covered with fnow till the 
middle of June ; there the court en- 
joy a cool and pleafant furEimer, and 
behold a fecond fpxing after their de- 
parture from Aranjuez, which they 
sen^rally leave towards the end of 

June. 
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June. In autumn they remove again 
to the Efcurial, fpend part of the 
winter in the new palace at Madrid, 
and are occalionally at the Caja del 
Campo^ a ftnall villa near Madrid, 
or at the Pardo^ about four leagues 
from hence ; and thus, with the difFe- 
rent hunting parties of the feafon, 
thefe regal cpnftellations perform 
their annual orbits, with great punc- 
tuality and famenefs. — On thefe oc- 
cafions every thing is extravagantly 
dear at thefe places, which becomes a 
heavy charge upon all the foreign 
minifters, whofe duty obliges them, 
to attend on the monarch ; and fince 
Lord Rochford's time I underRand an 
extraordinary allowance is made to 
pur ambaflfadors for this purpofe. — - 
Let me rioW ms^ke a retrogade move- 

ment^ 
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jnent, and recall your attention to 
the Goiirt of Johji the Cfecond^ hing of 
Caftile, fon of Hettry the third and 
Catharine daughter of John of Gaunt, 
duke of Lancafter/ by Conftiance of 
Caftile. Under this prince we may 
properly fix " the fecond period of 

SpaniQi poetry, in the fifteenth cen* 

■ « 

tury, and I fhall juft give you a flight 
fketch of fome of the principal cha-r 
raSers of his^ court. The king him- 
felf was a great favourite of the mufes 
and' an excellent judge of poetical 
merit; he underftood and fpoke latin 
fluently, and was not only a good 
poet, but moreover, encouraged all 
thofe that excelled in that art, delight- 
ing in the converfation of men of ge* 
nius and talents ; under fuch a Me* 
cenas, no wonder that the noblea 

mould 
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fhotild follow the royal example, and 
the palaCe of king John rdfemble the 
court of Apollo : but with all thefe 
amiable qualities, this indolent prince 
fufFered hiihfelf to be governed by 
his favourites and minions, which 
l)rought on him the hatred of his 
fubjeds^ who ftiewed their fpirit of 
refentment to fuch a degree, that the 
king ciufed his Privado, Don Alvaro 
de Luna, to be beheaded at VaUaKl6« 
lid. — I fhall fay nothing more of the 
marquis of Villena, as he lived in re- 
tiremeiit under this feign, where we 
find Fernan Pereas de Guzman, Lord 
of Bar res ^ who was both an hiftorianr 
and a poet ; the printed Cancioneroi 
abound with his works, and fome are 
in the manufcript one of Juan Alfonfa 
^e Baena?}- he. is author of a poem in<^ 
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titled Las Jentencias y capias de bien 

* 

vivir^ printed at Lifbon in 1564, and 
alfo publifhed the chronicle of king 
John- He likewife wrote in profe 
the lives of all the great men who 
flourifliedin that king's reign in arms, 
or letters^ intitled Claros varones Efpa^ 
notes, a book greatly efteenied : In its- 
imitation Fernando del Pulgar after^ 
wards writ another, dedicated to Ifa-* 
bella queen df Caftile, printed at 
Madrid in 1678, at the end of the 
epitome of the chtonicle of king John 
the fecond. — • — Guzman had for 
contemporary that illuftrious noble-' 
man Don Inigo Lopez de Mendoza, 
marquis of Santillana, who lived till 
the tinie of Henry the fourth, fon to 
John the fecond. By order of king 
John he drew up a collection of mo- 
ral 
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ral proverbs for the iriflrudioti of 
prince Henry his fon, and for, the 
fame purpofe alfo wrote a treatife on 
\ favourites, intitled DodlrinaL de- prU 
vadas, in which Don Alvaro de Luna 
is reprefented as fpbaker, and gives 
advice to his fuccefTor, how he fhould 
behave like a good minifter, and not 
follow his treacherous example. —-He 
likewife made a collection of ancient 
proverbs in the Spanifli language^ 
which were reprinted with other cu- 
rious pieces of Spanifli literature in 

1737, by Don Gregorio Mayans. 

The marquis fupported a literary 
correfpandence with . the lord, high 
conftable of Portugal, Don Pedro, Ton 
of the Infant Don. Pedro, duke of 
Coimbra ; at the requeft of this 
princCf he wrote hinj a long letter, 

fending 
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reading him a coUedion of his po- 
ems, and giving him a circumflantial 
account of the ftate of poetry in 
Spain. Father Labbe fays, that a- 
mongft the king of France's manu- 
fcripts* they poffefs feveral of the 
marquis's poems and letters. All 
the great men of his time were deli* 
rous of a literary correfpondence with 
him. Don Gomez M anrique, a great 
poet, and brother to Don Roderic^ 
firft Count of Paredes, and uncle to 
Don George Manrique, another cele- 
brated poet, wrote a poem to the 
matquis, requefting his Works, and 
compofed feveral others in his praife* 
This great man died in 1458, to the 
great regret of all his acquaintance* 
The famous poet Juan de Mena par- 
ticularly laments this event in a poem 

he 
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einhe wrote on the occafion, in titled 
Ccronacion, wherein he fuppofed himfelf 
to have been carried up to Parnaffus; 
atid feen the mufes and virtues crown 
the marquis with laurels, and with 
much elegance fings his praifes as a ( 
philofopher, a poet, a foldier, and a 
chriftiaii. 


The firft Duke of Infantado wai 
fon to this illuftrious Marquis, and 
dire£led in his will, that all the. poems 
of his father^ as well as his libraty, 
fhould be intailed in the family along 
tvith the eftatCi and be preferved in 
his palace of Guadalaxara, where 
it is faid there is a very curious col- 
lection of manufcripts. This ducal 
family has built at Guadalaxara a 
fumptuous chapel to depofit the re* 

mains 
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mains of their ancedors, in imitatioa 
of that famous one at the Efcurial ; and 
is alfo called a pantheon; it contains • 
twenty-fix urns arranged in propet 
order, with a great profufion of curi- 
otrs marble, and coft 1,682,770 reals 
velion, ofj^'iaiSi. 

After having faid fo touch of the 
marquis of Santillana, I come to the 
great Jaan de Mena, of Cordova, his 
friend, whofe poetical tslents were fo 
admired by king John, that he re- 
tained him conftantly at his courts 
and would frequently Corred his 
vetfes with his own hand. The mo ft 
celebrated piece of this poet is his 
Labyrintho^ iti three hundred odlavas^ 
from whence it is called Las tfes cientas 
de Juan d^ Mena^ divided into feven 

L parts 
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parts according to the planets, be- 
ginning with the moon, and finiihing 
with faturn, which has been learn* 
edly coflimented upon by Fernan 
Nunez de Guzman, ililed El Pinciano^ 
to diftinguifh him from the hiftorio- 
grapher I before mentioned. Mena^s 
poems have gone through a variety 
of editions, the oldefl was printed at 
Sarragofla in 15 15. That of Seville 
in 1328 contains more poems, and 
they were reprinted at Antwerp in 

^552. 


I muft mention a very polite and 
accoroplifhed gentleman, who juft 
reached the days of King John ; his 
profe compolitions are eftimable for 
their antiquity, as well as purity and 
elegance of language* This was Pe- 

dro 


• I 
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dro Lopez de Ayala. He tranflated 
Livy into Spaniflb, much about the 
time that it firfl appeared in French 
by Peter Berchorius, a Bened)6line 
monk. He alfo tranflated, from the 
Italian, the fall of princes of Boc- 
cacioi and the Trojan hiftory of Gui- 
do Colonna ; Boetius de Conjolationa 
Philofophice, and Ifidore de Summo Bono. 
He lived under four kings, Peter^ 
Henry 2d, John ift, and Henry 3d, 
of all which he compiled the chroni- 
cles; the three firft were printed, but 
that of Henry the 3d is flill in manu-. 
fcript, in the convent of St. Martin, 
in Madrid. In this work there is an 
original fttter, from Bajazet to Henry 
3d, which occafioned the famous em- 
baffy to Tamerlane, by Henry, who 
fent Ruy Gonzales ^e Clavijo, as his 

La ambaflador 
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ambaffador to that fovereign, an ac* 
count of which, was publiflicd by 
Argote de Molina. --^Ayala is taxed 
with great partiality and flattery hi 
favour of the rebel Hetiry againft hisr 
bi other king Peter, whdm he dabbed 
with his own hand, and then ufiirp- 
ed his dominions. The true chroni- 
cle of Peter was written by John de 
Callro bifhop of Jaen, but was fup- 
prefled by the panizans of Henry, 
after he came to the throne. Be- 
fore I take my leave of king John, let 
me mention another writer that wiU 
afford you much entertainment, 
that is the bachelor Fernan Gomer 
de Ciudad Real, who was forty-four 
yeStrs phyfician to king John 2d, and, 
of couxfe well acquainted with all the 
intrigues of his court ^ , his letters 

were 
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tyere puWifhed at Burgos in 1499, 
and throw great light on many acr 
tlpns -of the principal ch^ra^ers of 
his time. This book y/as lately rer 
printed at Madrid (a). There is % 
letter amongft them from the poet 
Juao de Mena, complaining of the 
behaviour of the bilhop of Cuenca, 
in burning and fecreting the book$ 
of the marquifs of Villena (A). 

(a) Centon epifiolario de Gomez de Giudad Real^ 
generaciones y Semblanzas de Perez de Giifman : da- 
res varones de Cadilla y letras de F« del Pulgar. Mah 
dridi775. 

(b) In a fonner letter I faid it was the blflipp of 
Segovia, who burned the books of the marquifs of 
ViUena, mifled by a modern Spanifh writer, when E 
(hould have faid, that it was Don Lope Barriento^ 
bi&op of Guenca. Juan deMena tells us he burned a 
hjUndred books by or4?r of the king, apd fccreted 
jnany others.-«-He defii:es Gomez to fend him a letter 
to be (hewn to the king, in order to ge.t the books 

L3 The 
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The depravity of the age gaye rife 
to another fatyrift, whpfe verfe h 
mentioned in Don. Quixote, under 
the feigned name of Goplas de Mingo 
Revulgo, a fatyrical poem, written in 
a paftoral dialogue, confifting of thir- 
ty-^five ft^nzas between the fhephef4 
Mingo ^ or Dominic^ and GilArebaio, de- 
fcribing the vices of king Henry the 
fourth, foft to John the fecond, re- 
proaching him as a bad fhepherd, 
who took no care of his flock. The 
fluttering ftiepherd, Tartamudo^ is 
Mofes, Chrifloval Mexia is the Mefliah, 
and the Meco Moro is Mahomet. All 


again out of the bifliop's hands, who he adds had 
fecn no more of the books thin the king of Moroc- 

CO. Mena is very folicitous ftfr the charafter of the 

< . • ■ . 

marquifs, that the remains of his Hbrary ftiould not 
fall to fo unworthy jin heir, who had fo little rcfpeft 
for his fame.- 

their 
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their flocks are reprefented as graz- 
ing promifcuoufly, without any regu- 
latien or government, to the ruin and 
downfall of the kingdom, in which 
Ghriftians, Jews^ and Mahometans, 
lived intermixed. Without controul 
or fubordination ; for thus we muft 
undierftand the tenth couplet. 

Moderrado con el fueno 
No lo cura de almagrar, 
Porque no' ehtiende de dar 
Cuenta de ello a ningun dueno* 
i.; Quantp yo.no amoldaria 
ho de Chriftoval Mexia« 
Ni del 'Otro.tartamudo, 

• • • • 

Ni del Meco Moro agudo: 
Todo va por una via ! 

Some have attributed this poem to 
Juan de Mena, others to Fernan del 
Pulgar, of which opinion is the hifto- 

J, 4 rian 
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rian Mariana ; and when ym confider 
the comment of Pulgar, always print* 
ed along ^it|i the poem, explain- 
ing the moft o5}fci|re paflages, it feems 
to f>e » proJ?able cpiijeduye. As tP 
the vices of Henry the fourth, they 
exceed th^.pen pf the i??.oft poignant 
fatyrift. He ftiinds charged with hay- 
ing confented to the infidelity of his 
queen, with Betran de la Cijeva^ 
who for recompence .\yas created 
, count of L^defma. The prinjcefs 
Jane was fuppofed to te the iffuie of 
this amour j her legitir6acy was 
publicly coqtefted, \yhich jo^cafipned 
much bloodfhed, and ent^ec^ ip. her 
being obliged to retire to a convent, . 
. ^igmati^e^ vi'itlf. the ftapje of La Ber- 
■tr(indina ; a^. Henry';? ^r IfabeUa 
feccai^c. hcirefs of the ;«rp\yjJ .Qf €af- 

tile. 
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tile, which by her marriage with Fer- 
dinand of Ajragon, became united 
for ever to that kingdom. 

We now draw near to a more po* 

Jiflied .age, stnd to new events under 

the aufpicious reign of Ferdinand 

and Ifabel ; another great genius 

appears on the horizon, the poet Juan 

de la Encina» who went to Jerufalem 

with the marquis of Tarifa, and has 

defcribed that expedition in verfe ; 

\vhile we clafs him in point of time 

as the laft poet of the age, we miUfl; 

exalt him to the firll rank for the 

harmony and power of his numbers. 

He tranflated the eclogues of yirgil, 

applying the circumftances. to the 

events of Ferdinand and Ifabel, in 

whofe praife he wrote his poem of 

Triumfo 
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Triumjb de la fama^ and his Arte di 
poefia Cajldlana in profe, dedicated to 
the prince Don John, all which he 
completed* between the age of four- 
teen and twenty-five, as appears from 
the, coUe^ion of his works printed at 
Saragoffa, in 1516. 

». 

* 

The Gaftilian mufe now^ began tq 
aJOTume a loftier flight. Juan de Me- 
na introduced aij elegance of expreC- 
fion, George Manrique and his ne;- 
phew((2) polifhed her ftyle, ^nd env 

(a) George Manrique the nephew, was fon of Ro- 
deric Count of. Paredes, and wrote an elegy on th» 
death of his father, printed at Madrid, with a glof- 
fary, in 1632, in 8yo, along .with the Coplas of 
Mingo Revulgo, the moral proverbs of the marquis of 
Santillada, and other fugitive pieces. — ^The moral 
pieces of George Ma^irique, the uncle, were printe^l 
at Antwerp in 1594, with a coiriment by Francifco 
Guzman. - ^ 

'belliflied 


SPANISH POETRY. 155 

belliflied it with more eafy thyme. 
The marquis of Santillana cUfembarr 
Taffed her from the fetters of couplets, 
and made her acquainted with the 
Verfification of the Provenzals and 
Iialians. Finally, Juan de la Encina 
fliewed her to be equal to the powers 
of the drama, following the exam- 
ple of the marquis of Villena iri* 
tranflating the latin poets, ancT i^ 
laying dpwn precepts for the art,, 
which was as much as could be ex- 
petted at that time,-^ — Befides the 
Cancionero. pf Baena, a further Cancio" 
nero general was compiled by Hernan. 
del Caftillo, including all the poets 
fromJuan.de Mena down to. the edi- 
tor, and has gone through feveral edi- 
tions, the third was atfSeville in 1535^ 
>nd another at Antwerp, in 1573. 

"^ LETTER 
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LET T E R XI. 


fhe third feriody or golden age of Spanijh foetry^ 

in the i6tb century. 


MADRID, ^3d July, 1778. 

I Went laft night to take leave of 
fome acquaintance previous to 
nay departure for St. Ildefonfo, and 
fyent the evening in a moft agreeable 
party, at one of thofe private affemr 
blies, that go by the name of Tertulias^ 
but from whence they have derived 
this appellation I can pot inform 
you. — In many families thefe little 
parties are held every evening, and 
cpiifift of a number of feled friends^ 
who enlivep this feicodly focietyi; 

As 


t 
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As fdon as the company begins to 
affcmble, they divide into different 
apartments ; refrefhments are imme- 
diately diftributed, confifting of fher< 
bets, fweetmeats, and chocolate : a 
cheatful and lively coriverfation ist 
fupported on a variety of pleafing 
fobjeds, in which the prelate, the 
Ibldier, and the civilian,^ come in for 
a fliare, and the ladies contribute 
their part. In another apartment a 
more grave fet are amufed with 
cards, while a few gallant knights, 
with the crimfon infignia of chival- 
ry on their breafts, divide themfelves 
amongft the fair lifteners, and the a- 
morous glance is enlivened by fpark- 
ling eyes and every exprcflSon of fea- 
ture : — while one echoes the foft 
mtrrmurs of love, a delicate finger 

founds 
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founds the guttarre, and adds td its 
harmony with a fong.^ — Each party 
is happy, no tirefome ceremony in- 
tcrrupits their felicity, the very idea 
of jealoufy is ftruck out of the rubric : 
wit and good humour are tl^e prin- 
cipal purfuits, added to a chearfal 
mind, unbent with every focial at- 
tribute : — no plodding about politics 
or the debts of the nation.— Happy 
moments thus glide away impercepti- • 
bly, till the ufual hour comes, antt ' 
then every one retires iii filence, 
pleafed and contented ! — Amongft a 
variety of entertaining fubje6ls that are 
occafionally difcufled in this entertain- 
ing junto, they happened laft night 
to fpeak of the golden age of poetry 
in Spain, which was agreed upon, to 
have taken place in the fixteenth cen- 

' tury. 
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tiiry, with the re-eftablifliment of 
letters in that kingdom, when a new 
field was opened to the mufes, who, 
banifhed from the Eaft, liftened to 
the few Spaniards who courted them, 
and accepted of their addreffes ; at the 
time that a trjue tafte was reviving in 
Italy, under the influence of Sannazar, 
Bembo, and Ariofto, and the mufes 
recovering froni that drooping ftate 
they^had fallen into at the death of 
Petrarch. The firft promoters of this 
brilliant revolution in Spain, were 
Juan Bpfcan, Garcilafo de la Vega, 
the great Don Diego de Mendoza, 
Gutierre de Cetinia, and Don Lewis 
ide Haro, who were followed by Frah- 
cifco Saa de Miranda Pedro de Padil- 
la, Gregorio Hernandez de Velafcci 
and others; who, befides the Italian 
., rhyme, 
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rhyme, adorned their Own language 
with the further embelliftiments rc- 
(juired by the mufes, fuch as lively in- 
vention, graceful ftyle, purity of die* 
tion, and dignity of fentimcnt, equal 
to elevated fubje^ls : to ftiew, however; 
the foibles of the humaji mind, with 
the. baneful effed of envy, wh-en ge-i 

ft 

nius makes a new effort ; a fet of mea 
was not wanting, who looked with a 
jealous eye on the verfification of the 
Ita:lians ; and fuch is the effed of pre- 
jiudice, that it even worked upon the 
moft ingenuous minds- ; Bofcan ac- 
knowledges, that he attempted to in- 
troduce the new metre, at the perfua- 
fion of Navagero, the Venetian am- 
baifador at the court of Charles the 
5th, and he happily fucceeded, hav-^ 
ing compofed various Jonnets and 

paftorals. 
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own hand, whil^ in Denmark ; feven 
from the cardinal Infant Don Ferdi^ 
narid, aiid other iliuftrious peribnages. 

' , Many poets Tioxvcvjer fuppoited the 
Ipirit of , the golden age,* fuch as Vir 
centit EfpineX Don tuis dc UUpa^ Pe^ 
<iro.de Efpiiiola, Don Fraticifco Qjie* 
itiodov Doa Juan de^ Jauregui 'Solig 
jthe: biftoriah find others, who like 
fidling leaver announced the long 
wiqterti^tivas to follow. The. name 
of Quevedo is well known to you, and 
bis v^ons which have beeti trans- 
lated i^to EnglUii; his genius was 
fiftch itha-t Aoitij^r the perfeciitions he 
inured from, his enemies^ or other 
giorti£p%eiQ|is, could damp his bold 
mafculine fpirit, or the keennefs of 
bis fatitJe ; befides his mtiii as a poej: 

N he 
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he wa^ well verfed in the oriental 
languages and of great etuditian.— - 
His poems appeared under the feign- 
ed name of the Bachelor Francifco 
de la Torre. When the Duke of Of- 
funa was viceroy of Naples, he was 
employed in feveral commiifions of 
confequence amongll the Italian dates j 
and. had the addrefs to go to Venice; 
on a particular obje^l, difguifed as a 
mendicant. The viceroy fent him to 
court, acknowledging his great f<?r« 
vices, for which he was made a knight 
oi St. James. — ^When the duke s in^ 
tereft anti favour declined, he cam$ 
in for his ihare of difgrace, and was 
three year.s in confinement, afflu^ed 
with illnefs, but nothing .appearing 
againA him, hei wasfetat liberty. Dif- 
gulled with the ficklenefs of court far 

vour. 


Spanish poetry, i-j^ 

vour and attendance on the great, he 
jrefufed feyeral employments that were 
. oflFered him, as well in the n^iniftry, 
as the embafly to Genoa; and reti- 
red to his own feat, where he gave 
himfelf up intirely to' literary pur- 

« 

jfuits. At the age of fiftyrfour, he en- 
tered into the ftate of matrimony, 
with Dona Efperanza de Aragon, a 
lady of rank, whom he foon had the 
misfortune to lofe, finding no other 
alleviation than fuch as arofe from his 
philofophicaldifpofition. But the en- 
venomed (hafts of envy ftill reached 

•him in his folitude; on a falfe 

accufation of being author of an in- 
famous libel, he was arreded in the 
night, put in clofe confinement^ 
and his eflate fequeilered. In this 
-fituation he laboured under various 

N a difeafes 
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difcafes with acute pafin of bordyrand 
mind ; his patrimony feizeA, and 
himfelf fupported by xharity ! aiuleir 
this diftfefs he wrote that elegant iaod 
pathetic letter to the prime minlftet 
0//t</2r^z,whidh procured iiim Ws eri- 
largetaent : the cafe was enqui)%d 
into, and the caliimny, as well as Ite 
iauthor, difcovered. Hie 'once tticHfe 
returned to court to recover his eftaf ft, 
which had fufFered vafi6us depreda- 
tions, but this ungrateful theatre be 
■foon abanddrted, and retired to his 
counti'y feat, Overwhelmed with itt* 
nefs,the eonfeqtieftce df hits cruel iii- 
jirifoniHetit, all whiilh • he bbre with 
m'atily fdrtiiCiide, and' fiii^Ehed his' days 
with exemplary and chriftiain refigtia- 
tion in the 65th year bf his igb^'in 

1645. ^^^ ^erfon was engaging, Ms 

complexion 
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complexion fair, and great expredion 
in his countenance ; but from conti- 
nual ftudy, his eyes were fo weakened, 
that he conftantly wore fpedacles. — 
Such was Quevedo, one of the great- 
eft fcholars and eminent po£ts of his 
time, whofe youth was fpent in the 
feryice of his country in Italy, where 
he diftinguiftied himfelf with the ut- 
moft fagacity a,nd prudence. — To give 
ydu an idea of his extenfive know- 
ledge and profound erudition, I own 
myfelf at a lofs, much lefs to fpeaK of 
his numerous though excellent writ- 
ings. — His moral difcourfes prove 
his found doArine and religious fen- 
timents, while his literary pieces dif- 
play his infinite judgment and re- 
fined tafte. — His great knowledge of 
Hebrew is apparent from the report 

N3 of 
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of the hiflorian Mariana to the king, » 
requefting that Quevedo might revife 
the new edition of the bible of Arias 
Montanus. His tranflations of Epic- 
tetus and Phocylides, with his imita- 
tions of Anacreon and other Greek 
authors, (hew how well he was verfed 
in that language : Thatvhe was a Latin 
fcholar, his conftant coirefpondence, 
fiom the age of twenty, with Lipfius, 
Chiflflet, and Scioppius, will fuffici- 
cntly illuftrate. — As a poet he excel- 
led both in the ferious and burlefque 
flyle, and was Angularly happy in 
that particular turn we haye fitice ad- 
mired in Butler and Swift, His li- 
brary, which confifted of about five 
thoufand volumes, was reduced, at his 
death, to about two thoufand, and 
is prefervcd in the "convent of St. 

Martin, 


y 
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Martin, at Madrid- — Were I to en- 
large further, refpeding this great 
man, I fhould ealily fill a moderate - 
volume.— 'But it is time to proceed, 
' before we behold the fetting fun, and a 
mift arife over the poetical horizon, 
which various incidents have obfcu* 
red and greatly deprived of its ori- 
ginal luflre. 

The Diana Enamorada of Gil Polo, 
an elegant poet in the fixteenth cen- 
tury, was reprinted in London, in 
1739, under the infpedidn of Pedro 
de Pineda.— Jauregui tranflated Lu- 
can, but not with that fuccefs as he 
did the Aminta of Taffo. I clofe the 
golden age with the immortal Miguel 
de Cervantes ;'•— like another Homer, 
many cities contended for his births 

N 4 and ' 
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and his trantcendaht merit you atfi 
well acquainted with. In his poem 
in titled A Voyage to Parnajfus^ he has 
delineated the charaders of the po- 
ets of his time. — he equally fhines 
as a drainatic writer, but every thing 
of hisis totally eclipfed by his incom- 
parable romance ofDonQuixoU^ which, 
alone crowns his tenjples with never 
fading laurels. 

Thus ended the golden age of the 
iSpaniOi mufe, whofe period of glo- 
Ty was fhort, though the attempt ko 
fecure its duration feemed to promife 
a more lading reign, if a clofe imi- 
tation of the antients, atid the pr^r 
cepts of thofe great mdfters, Ariftotle 
and Horace, could have fecured td 
them the prize ; or fome iovifible 

^aufc 
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c^ufe had not with haf^y (Irides 
brought on its decline : but before 
I fpeak of this laft period, I tranf- 
mit you ati ode of Horace in Spa- 

» 

nifti, Italian, and Englifh* from 
whence you may form a comparative 
judgment of the ehcrgy and powers of 
each languajge. I have fubjoined a 
fp! w fpecimens of hexameters^ fapphics,, 
adonics, and epigrams, which will 
give you fome idea of the harmony 
of Spanifh numbers in its moft im- 
proved ftate, 


A^ieo t 
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Ode xxm. 

jid Fufcum Arijiium. 

» < 

TNTEGER vitK fcelerilque punas 
-*• Non eget mauri Jaculis, neque area 
Nee veneaatis gravida, fagittis, 
Fufce pharetra. 

Sive per fyrtes iter aefiuofas, 
Sivc faflurus per inhofpitalem 
Caucafum, vel quae loca fabulofus 
Lambit Hydafpes* 

Namque me fylva lupus in Sabina, 
Dum meam canto Lalagen, et 41tra 
Termihum curis vagor expeditus, 
Fugit inermem. 

Quale portentum neque militaris 
Daunia in latis alit efculctis : 
Nee Jubae telius generat, leonum, 
AriJa nutrix. 

Pone me pigris nbi nulla campis 
Arbor seftiva recreatur aura; 
Quod latus mundi nebulae, malufque 
Jupiter urget. 

Pone fub curru nimium propinqui 

Solis, in terra domibus negata : ^ . 

Duke ridentem Lalagen amabo, 

DiJce loquentem. 'In 
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In SPANISH. 

l^ejame iy Dm Antonio de Solis^ author of the 
bijtory of the conqueft of Mexico^ 

O ha menefier defenderfe 
Cpn dardos arrojadizos 
Quien vive con entereza, 
Y camina fin delito. 


N 


Sobrale el arco y la aljaba. 

Con el embrion maligno 

Dc venenas faetas * * 

Que anaden malkia al tiro. 

O camine por las firtas 

Abxafadas del eftio, '^' S^ 

O el Gaucafo inhabitable 

Penetre con pie fencillo. 

O bien pife los horrores 

De los formidables rifcos, a 

Que undofo lame el Hydafpcs 

Antes de befar el Indo. 

Que entre los mayores riefgos 
Camina bien defendido 
.£1 que va con la innocencia 
Que es yirtud fin enemiga. 

N* B. The loft firoph of Horace Jumi io have been 

omitted by the Spani/h poet. 

In 
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\ 

. By Dr. Maffei, of Lesbom^ inhis tranflation of 
Horace, dedicated to Sir John Dick, Bart. 
Us Mqijefy's Conful at Leghorn, and higbf 
iff Sf. Anne of Ruffia. 

.^^HI e giufto, e pnro , 
^ Di ^ilcui ha il petto, 
Fufco non cerca, 
Mauri dardi, o Tarco 
Ne la faretva 
Plena di factte 
Avvelenate : 
O muova i paffi 
Per le firti ardend 
O fia chc debba 
' Valicare il ixionte 

' Caucafo, o i luogi 
Dove favulofo 
Scone ridafpe. 
Poiche la mia 
, Lalage cantando ' 

Mentre tniooltrQ 
Nel Sabino bofco, 
Scevro di cure 

DiTarmatOy 
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In ENGLISH, 

\ 

» . ' • r 

By fTehtwortb Dillon Earl^cf Rtfo^mon. 

« 

X rlRTUE, dear fcietid! ^«^s «6 'defence, 

^ The fureft guard 48 ^fiocetkSe i 
None knew 'till guilt Seated 'fe^ 
What darts or poiibned am>W6 #dtb> 


Integrity unda,unted 

Through lybian fands or ^cythi^n i^owf| 

Or where Hydafpes^ wealii^ «fid(s 

Pays Uibute to the,:!9e^&in:.j9ri9tQp. , , 

For as by amVous thoughts betrayed 
Carelefs in Sabin woods I (tray'd, . 
A grifly foaming wolf unfed, 
Jtfet me unarmed, yet trembling flqd. 

No beaft of more portentous fize, 
In the Hercinian foreft ties. 
None fiercer in Numidia l^red. 
With Carthage were iii triumph" le£f/ 

Set me in the remoteft place. 

That Neptune's fro%^en arms embrace. 

Where 
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Difarmato, e folo, 
Me fuge un lupo, 
Qual la guerriera 
Daunia militaie 
Moftto non nutre 
Nelle yafte felve, 
Ne la Numidia 
Forma di leoni 
Aridamadre . 
Nei pigri cainpi^ 
Dove pianta eftiva 
Giammai leggiero 
Zeffiro recfea 
Ponimi, cui nebbia, 
Ed il procellofo 
Giove molefta: 
O fotto ii carro 
Fommi del vicino 
Sole, nei luooghi 
Vedovi di tetti^ 
Dolce ridente 
Lalage amero 
Dolce parlante.] 


' \ 
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Where angiy Jove did never fpare 
One breath of kind and temperate air^ 

Set me where on fome pathlefs plain 
The fwarthy Africans complain, 
. To fee the chariot of the fun 
So near their fcorchiog country run. 

V 

'The burning zone, the frozen ifles 
Shall hear me fing of Celiacs fmiles: 
Air cold, but in her breaft I will defpife; 
And dare all heat ! but that in Celiacs eyeSi 
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SPECrMEN of HEXAMETERS, 

• • • • « 

) 

» < ^ • • «... I f 

By "Don EJievan Manuel de Villegas. 


• • ' 


,E<JtOGA. 

T ICIDAS Coridbh, y Cbridon el amante de Fills, 
"^^ Pafidr el uno de cabras, el otro de blancas ovejaSt 
Ambos a dos ti&rnos, mozos ambos, arcades ^mb^« ' 

I . . 1. 

Viendo que los ^zyoi i/s^ io\ fatigajpan al prbe;, 

Y qi^e ^vibrando fu^Q. feroz la xaaiculf bdra, 
Alpt^ro criftal^ que cria la fiiepte ipopra, 
Llevedos del fon alegre de fu blando fufurro, 
I^as plantas veloces mueven, los pafos animan, 

Y al tronco de un verde eaebro fe fientan amigos.u 


SAPPHICS. 

By the fame band» 

T^ULCE vecino de la verde felva, 
•**^ Huefped etemo del abril fiorido. 
Vital aliento de la madre Venus, 

Zepbiro bIaDdo» 

Si de mis ^nfias el amor fupifle ; 
Tu, que las quejas de tni voz Uevafle, 
Oye : no tema^, y a mi ninfa dile, 

' DilC) que macro* 


Filis 
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f>aQorals, in th< Italian toetre, which 
m^t \\rith great accept;^tioii, .fiotwith- 
Aa^nding the Qther party ^de$voi>rqd 
to'lefleri their iSaerit; by calling fuch 
poets by the name of Felrarquifis. Bof- 
can ttanflatied tjbie fable Qf Leander 
.and Hero fjrom the Qreek of Mt^feus 
and a tragedy of Euripides* which 
fervcd to pQljfli the ftyle of his 
-conlewiporary and fdend GarCj- 
4afo de la Vega, Bpfcan furthet 
iriiptoved his mind by travel in 
Germany and Italy, in the fervice of 
the emperor Charles, reaping the 
fame advantages as Chaucer had done 
before him with us, and may be tru- 
ly faid to be the Petrarch of Spain*. 

The great Don Diego de Mendoza 
merits a more particular inyeftiga- 

M tion 


i6i ORIGIN OF 

tion from his exalted chara6ler as 9 
poet, a foldier, and a ftatefmanf. 
This illuftrious perfonage was of the 
noble houfe of Mendoza, being fon 
of Don Ignacio Lopez de Mendoza, 
fecond count of Tendilla, and mar- 
quis of Mondejar. Our poet was 
born in Granada, about the year 
1500, and educated in the univerfity 
of Salamanca, where he applied him- 
felf clofely to the latin, greek, he- 
brew, and arable languages. BeGdes 
the advantages of his high birth, he 
enjoyed thofe of court favour, and 
was honoured with the mod eminent 
dignities; for he was a Commandeur of 
the order of Alcantara, counfellor of 
ftate to the emperor Charles, and his 
ambaflador at Venice and at Rome, 

as well as at the famous Council of 

Trent, 
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Trenti where he qiade a confpicuous. 
figure. His long xefidence ia Italy, 
added to his natural genius, gave 
him every opportunity of improve- 
ment, infomuch that he was reckoned 
one of the politeft fcholars, and moft 
accomplilhed gentlemen of his time. 
He is faid to have had a moft forbid- 
ding afpe6l, added to a peculiar feve- 
rity of temper, which was of great 
prejudice to him when he was gover- 
nor of Sienna; he feems to have 
conveyed it to his verfe, which is in 

general harfli, for he faintly imitated 

« 

the manner of Bofcan, and ftill re- 
tained the languid expreflion of old 
times, which he was not able to con- 
quer, notwithftanding his frequent 
communication with the moft cele- 
brated poets of Italy. Whilft a ftu- 

M 2 dent 
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dent at the utiiverfity of SalamaiMra, 
he writ that little piece called the 
fife 6/ LaiarUh de Tormes^ ivhich was 
foon after tranfiated into Italian, and 
^Ifo inta Englifh : the great au- 
thor little thought at that time, that 
his performance would ever ferve fo 
grace the ftalls of Moorfields. — But 
this en pajfant^ for he makes a confide- 
rable figure as an hiftorian in his Civil 
wars of Granada^ wherein he alfo 
^eaks as a .contemporary^ as his 
nephew the marquis of Mondejar, 
was the general, under whofe com- 
mand all thofe great adions were per- 
formed. —It is difficult to beftow 
prarfes equal to the elegance of this 
clafEcal performance, in which the 
beauty of ftyleis fo great, and the fen-^ 
timent every where fo nobly fup* 

ported. 
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ported, that he rivals Salluft atul 
Tacitus ; while as a foldier he has 
the corrciSnefc and temper of Gaefar, 
ami may be faid ta unite in the 
highed degree the charadljer of a fine 
gentleman, and an experienced com- 
mander. — Many pieces of his, written 
with much freedom^ flill remain in 
manufcript in private hands, and in^ 
the grand duke's library at Florence. 
Hi:$ other pc^ms were printed, with 
the following title, Okas id in/igne 
Cavalier Don, Diego de Mendoza en 
Madridy 1610. — ^His fine library he 
bequeathed to Philip the sd, and it 
ferves as one of the principal orna-^ 
meats of the efcurial {a}. 

(a) The compiler of the new Spani(h Pamaffus, 
fpeakiog of Don Diego Mendoza, and of his having 
been ^mbailador in England, acknowledges be can- 

M $ Another 
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A« Other valiant feldier now occurs^' 
who diftinguifhed himfelf as a pQet> 
and joined with Don Diego de Mea- 
doza in introducing the metre of Pe- 
trarch, and polifhiog the language, of 
his own country. This v{2^s G^rci- 

not difcover at what time; which makes me think 
he mifiook him for his brother, Don Bernardino de 
^^ndoza, who was ambailador in England in ^ueen 
Elizabeth's time, and on her being informed that be 
had been concerned in all the cabals that Throcraor- 
toft and others had contrived againft her perfon and 
ftste, (he caufed him to be fharply reprimipded by 
the council, who commanded him to depart the 
realm, which he not doing, they fent him on 
board captain Hawkins's veffel, who landed him at 
Calais, and Sir William Wadd was fpnt to cornplain 
of Mendoza, and juftify the neceffity of the ftep ; 
but Philip was fo offended, he would not fee him, 
and referred him to his council, .on which Sir Willi- 
am quitted Spain, faying his orders were to addrefs 
bimfelf to the king, and fince he would not admit 
him, he had then nothing more to do in the king- 
dom, — Winquejort. , . ' ^ 

lafo 
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lafo de la Vega, born at Toledo in 
1503, knight of the order of Alcanta-- 
ra, and fon of'Garcilafo de la Vega, 
^mbaflador from the catholic king at 
the court of Rome, fon of Hernan 
Perez de Guzman, a celebrated poet. 
Garcilafo diftinguifhed himfelf early 
as a military man in the armies of 
Charles the fifth, particularly at the 
fiege of Tunis, where he was wounded 
in the face and in the arm. He at* 
tended the emperor in Piedmont, 
having eleven companies of infantry 
under his command, and was mor-^ 
tally wounded at the Aorming, of a 
tower near Frejus, being only thirty-* 
three years old, at which the em- 
peror was ,fo irritated, that all the 
peafants who defended it, were put 
>a the fword. Thus fell, in the 

M 4 prime 


i6a . p RIQIN OP 

pnrae of ]^f(g, 4 g^U^nt fd)dier ^od an 
a^cQippUdtedi genius; \yho bad greatly 
improved the poetry of Spain by pq-! 
liflitng its numberSi^ and introducing 
the nadody and ^lajrroony of the Ita^ 
lian veiiification, with which he had' 
been early acquainted, as well . a4' 
with the prijicipal Italian poeta o£ 
his time, lb that he has jwftly been' 
ftilcd Thi Prince of Sfian^ poetSi haviag! 
with his frijend Bofcaft brought thie 
S,pani£h poetry to its higheft p^ifccr 
tion.— Still the natiooalipride of. Don 
Chrifloval de Ca/liikjo, cndeavouiedf 
to oppofe the progrefa of harmony 
and poetical numbe;rs, and though he. 
was at Vienna as fecretary to prince 
Ferdinand, afterwards emperor; he- 
ftill inveighed againft his country- 
men, particularly in a fatyrical piece 

'• againf^. 
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^ againft thofe who quitted the Spa-^ 
nifh metre to adopt the Italian :" zndf 
in a poem mtitled FeirarqiuJlaSs be in- 
troduces Juan deMena, George Man- 
fique, Garci Sanchez, Cartagena^ an4 
Torres Naharro, as followers of the: 
Spanifh metre, in oppoGtion to Bof*' 
can, Garcilafo, Don Luis de Haro, and 
Don Diego Mendoza, accqfing this 
laft of having made ufe of verfe witiv 
leaden^ feet. 

You. will find neyenhelefs in the 
poets of this age, a foftnefs and flu- 
ency unknown to their predeceflbrs ; 
Hernandez diftinguifhed himfelf by 
his tranflation of the iEneis of Vir- 
gil, and his firft and fourth ec- 
Jlogue, as alfo the poem of Sannazzar 
4e partu virginis. Juan de Guzman 

likewifc 
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likewife tranflated the Georgics of 
Virgil with the greateft fuccefs, which 
were printed at Salamanca in 1586. 

• • 

Lope de .Rueda, a celebrated ac-^ 
tor, now began to give fome form to 
the Spanifli ftage, being alfo a prin- 
cipal performer of his own compofi-r 
tions; which were publifhed after 
his death, by Juan Timoneda ; he 
was followed by Bartholome de Torre 
Naharro, another writer for the ftage, 
whofe comedies and other poems 
were publifiied by ^imfelf, under the 
whimfical name of Propaladiai Juan 
de la Cueva was the next in fuccef- 
fion to Naharro, who adorned the 
dramatic mufe, as Don Alonfo de Er-i 
cilia did the epic. 

Fernandq 
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: Fernando de Herrera, by a fingu- 
lar caprice, acquired the firname of 
divine from the fire and energy 
of his verfe, though he was faf- 
paffed in facility of rhyme by Don 
Eftevan Manuel -d^ Villegas, who ad- 
ipirably enriched his own language 
with all the graces of the Latin fap- 
phics, Hexameters and Pentameters, 
uniiing the wit of Horace, the graces^ 
of Anacreon, the freedom and ele- 
gance of Tibullus, with the poliJenefs 
of Propertius, and the natural turn 
of Theocritus. His poems were pub- 
lifhed under the title of Eroticas. 
He alfo tranflated Boetius, in a man- 
ner equal to his great reputation. 

The perfecuted Father Lewis de 
Leon may juftly be ftiled one of the 

principal 
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principal fttvourites of the m«fes in 
this polite age^ inaitatin^g Pindar, 
Horace, Virgil afid Tibullua^ as well 
as Petrarch andBembo. — Hi^ elegant 
v^rfions of the facred writings drew 
on him an unjuft and fevere peifecu- 
tion from his rivals, and after long 
a^d cruel fiafFerings in the dark pri-' 
fons of the inquifition, he came out 
with honour and triumph, to the 
confufion and difgracc of his enemies ! 
Next to him we muft plajce the two 
brothers of the name of Argenfola, 
who equally claim the title of the 
Horace of Spain, ^nd h^ve ^Ot finco 
been equalledi* 

We muft alfo write with golden 
letters in the temple of feme, a cele^. 
hjfs^tcd ftatefman, Gonzalo Perez, fe^ 

cret^ry 
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tretary of ftatfe to Philip the ffecond, 
and father to the unforlunate Anto- 
nio Pferer/fecretaty to Philip, as his 
lather had been, and whofe melan- 
choly ftory is well known : Having 
had the good fortune to efcape from 
Philip, he finilhed his days in obfcu- 
rity, in France, under the protec- 

« 

tion of Henry the 4ih. With thd 
permifliort of queen Elizabeth, he 
went, for a little time, to England^ 
and was in correTpondence With Effex 
and other perforis of that time. — But 
to return tb his father Gortzalo, he 
diftinguifhed himfelf as a poet by aa 
elegant tfanflation of the Odyffey of 
Homer, in blank verfe, in which 
attempt he Rood unrivalled till the 
Britifh mufe, jealous of a foreign bard, 
difputed with him the honour of , ex- 
celling 
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celling in fo noble a career.-— As 
for Ghriftoval de Mefa, he faintly 
clofes the expiring aera, and though 
a fcholar of Taflp, with whom he lived 
five years in Rome; he remained far 
behind him, and unequal to epic po- 
etry: fome of his performances are 
tolerable, fuch as the fable of Nar- 
ciffus, from Ovid, his imitation of 
the Beatus lile of Horace, a poetical 
compendium of the art of poetry^ 
and fome paftorals.- — After this laft 
effort, we mufl now view the Spanifh 
mufe like a (lately tree, arrived at its 
ultimate period of improvement, and 
gently bending its head to the all 
powerful influence of time, gradu- 
ally declining with the progeny of 
Philip the 2d, who, after a long reign, 
expired in the Efcurial, overwhelm- 

ed 
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td with difeafe^ in the itioft excru* 
dating pains, and devoured by ver- 
tnin. The mufes wept, forefeeing the 
decline of the Philips, arid clofed the 
brightnefs of their'days with the cen- 
tury ! .One of the laft writers who 
Supported this tottering fabric, was 
the Count de Rebolledo, a gentle- 
man of diftinguiflied talents, and a 
foldier of great intrepidity. He ferv- 
ed firft in the marine department^ 
under Don Pedro de Leyva, and hav-^ 
ing the command of a galley, gave 
proofs of the utmoft bravery againft 
the Turks : he afterwards ferved in 
Flanders with equal reputation as a 
colonel of horfe, and was employed 
as a minifter to the imperial court on 
bufinefs of great moment ; and Ferdi- 
nand the 2d, being at the diet of Ra- 

tilbonne, 
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tifbonne, wasfo.pleafed with his C(JdJ» 
AmB. and prudence, though at that 
time only thirty*fix years of age, that 
be conferred on him the dignity of a 
Count of the facred Rotnari Empire. 
♦ — He was afterwards minifter ple^* 
nipotentiary in Denmark^ after which 
he returned to Madrid and was 
of the council Of war, and died in 
his eightieth year, univerfally regret-* 
ted- — His works were printed at 
Copenhagen and Antwerp ; many of 
his poems are dedicated to ChriC- 
tina Queen of Sweden ; his Selva 
Danica to Sophia Amelia Qjieen of 

# 

Denmark, and his Selva Militar y Fo* 
litica to his own fovereign, Philip the 
4th, from whom there are fixty-eight 
original letters extant, written to him 

from 1648 to 61, many of the king's 

own 


\ 
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fills un tiempo mi dolor fabia^ # 

Fills un tiempo mi.doldr lloraba^ 
Duifome un tiempo; mas agora texno, 

Temo fus iras^ 

Afi los diofes con amor patjerno, 
Afi los cielos con amor benignd, 
Nieguen al tiempo, que feliz volar^s^ 

Nievc a la tierta* 

Jamas el pelb de la nube parda, 
Quando amanecc la elevada curtibre; 
Torqufc tus hombios, ni fu mal granizo. 

Hieu tus alas. 


• A D O N I C S. 

By Geronimo BermudeTif 

|r\ f Corazones 

Mas que de tigrej 1 
O ! manos ctudas 
Mas que de fieras, 
Como pudiftes 
Tan innocente, 
Tan apurada 

O Sfengrc 
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Sangre vtrter ! 
Ay ! qac fu grho, 
O Lufitania, 
Fatria mia. 
Ay que fu grito 
Defde la tierra 
Rompe los cielo^^ 
Rompe las nnbes, 
Rompe los ayres, 

Trae las llamas 

Del zelo vivo, 
■ Trae los rayos 

Del vivo fuego 

Que purifica 

Toda la tierra 

Contaminada 

De la crueza 

Que cometifie ! 

Trae la vara, 

Trae el azote* 

Trae la pefte, 

Trae la furia 

Que te caftiga 

Sin piedad. 

Etc - 


ANAGREi 
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ANACREONTIC ODE, 
By Bon Eftevan Manuel dt VilUgas* 

T70 vi fobre un tomillo 
Quexarfe un paxarillo 
Viendo fu nido amado, 
De quien era caudillo, 
De un ]abrador robado* 
Vile tan congojado 
Por tal atrevimiento 
Dar mil quexas al viento; ^ "y 

Para que al cielo fanto 
Lleve fa tierno llanto, 
Lleve fu trifle acento. 

' V. 

Ya con trifie harmoniat 

£s forzando el intentOf 

Mil quexufl repetia : , 

Ya canTado callaba : 

Y al nuevo fentixnientO 

Ya fonoro volvla. 

Ya circular volaba : 

Ya rafirero corria : 

Ya, pues, de rama en ranui 

Os Al 


1 
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Al ruftico feguia ; 

Y faltando en la grama, 
Patece que decii i ' ' 
Dame, rnfiico fiero, 

ftii dtilce coftjpanki 

Y que le refpondia 
£1 rufiico i na ^urerc* 

PINDARIO O D E, 

By Father Liwis de Lion4 

' T?L agua es bien preciofo, 
■^ Y cntre cil lico teforo, 
Como el ardieBte fuego en noche e&«rsi 
' Anfi relumbra el oro. 
MaSt alma fi es JTabrofe 
Cantar de las coodendas la.ventaraf 
Anfi como en Jla altura 
No hay rayo mas . luciente^ 
Que el fol, que rey del dia 
For todo el yermo cielo fe demueftia ; 
And es mas excelente 
La olimpica porfia . 

De todas las que canta la voz siueftm : 
Materia abuadaate, . 
Donde todo elegante 

Ingenio 


f 
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Ingenio alza la voz/ osa caataodo 
De Rea, y M S?^unio ^1 etJ^ndritdPi 
Y Juntamente entiando' 
Al tecbo de Hieron.alto ptcdndb^ 


C A N C I O N. 

By Garcilafo de la Fega, dedicated to Violante 
Sanjeverino^ daughter to the Duke de Spma^ in 
Naples. 

Q I de mi baja lira 

Tanto pudiefe elfoh, que uri momcfltb 
Aplicafe la ira ' 

Del animofo vcnto, 

Y la furia del mar, y d movimiehto ; 

Y ea afpera^ mpnt^pas^. 

Con el fuave canto enterneciefe 

Xas fiera« aDiimales^, . ' . . 

l-os.arboles nH>vicre, -- . . . .' . 

Y al fon confufamente los truxefe ^ , 

• * • ^. * • 

No pienfes que cantando 

Seria de mi, heimofa fior i& grtidd,^' 

£1 fiero Martje ayr a/io, . / 

A muerte convertido, 

De polvo, y fantgce) y.'de Codof tisnidjO} 

O3 Ni 
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Ni aquellos capitanes, 

En la fublime ru^a colo€ados, 

Porquien lot alemanes 

£1 fiere cuello ^ttados, 

Y los franceles van dbmefticacjos. 


EPIGRAM. 

By B^Uazar del Alcazar^ 

TiyrAGDALENA me picq 

Con un alfiler un dedo^ 

« 

Dije la : picado quedo, 

Pero ya lo efiaba yq* , 

^iofe, y con fu cordur^ v 

Acudio al reniedio . prefio t 

Chupome el dedo, y cpn efto 

Sane de la picadqra, 

EPIGRAM. 

By IJ^e de Vega on Charles Prince of Wales ^^ 
^ben be went to Madrid to court tbelh^ 
fanta of Spain. 

r^ARLOS Stuardo foy 

^^ Que Gendo Amor^ mi guia 

Al cielo de Efpana voy 

Por v€r mi efirclla Maria i 

X* E T T E R 
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LETTER XU. 

J^Mrtb period and decline of Sfanijh Poetry in 

the Jeventeentb century. 


St. ILDEFONSO, 26th July, 1778] 

LIKE another Don Quixote, I 
fallied forth from Madrid, ' on 
one of the hptteft days in July, and 
having travcrfed a bleak country and 
climbed fleep and almoll perpendi- 
cular mountains, I at lad reached, 
with a good deal of labour, the 
royal feat of St. Ildefonfo, in a wild 
and barren fituation, where, for the 
fake of the cool air that conftantly 
reigns here, Philip the 5th thought 
fit to difplay his magnificence, by 
converting one of the moft barren 

O 4 fpots 
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fpots in nature into a royal villa, 
where the lavifh expeqce of Ver- 
failles was to be renewed, and the 

French tafte of gardening exhibitecj, 
with the .formal lines, of Iliff defign 
and antiquated fymetry* Nature, it 
is truev nflifted them with the caoft 
plear and limpid water, which thof 
have made ufe of to advantage ; ik^dk 
being here an objed qf principal 
luxury, the garden? ja^ve the ap*. 
pearance of a perfe^ jiaradife, oa 
leaving, the fultry air xpf Madi'id- 
But notwithftanding this contra^^ 
it is here fo piercing at night, ^d 
its tranfitions fo fudden as to be of- 
ten pro4u6live of dangerous e2e61s 
on the conftitution ; for %vhile yoix 
pafs the day agreeably, drclTed m 
filk,, a Ruffian fur is acceptable ^ 


Though 
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Though every effort is made ia 
thefe gardens, in the midll of fnowy 
mountains, to fupport vegetation, 
and force a fmile on nature, yet 
every thing looks * languid ; and in-t 
(lead of the blooming afpe^ of fum- 
mer, it rather puts me in mind of the 
fabjc6l I propofed continuing in my 
laft letter, when having traced the 
Spanifti mufe in the bright days of 
fplendour, I come noiv to defcant 
upon her withered bays, like the 
puny produ^ls of St. lldefonfo, that 
have the colour and refemblance of 
youth, but nothing of its juvenile 
vigour and flrength, — Thus it hap- 
pened to the Spanifli mufe in the 
feventeenth century, to which the 
falfe tafte that had already crept in 
amongft the Italians contributed not 

a little. 
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a little, and ferved to haften their 
decline; even the Tufqan mufe, 
after foaring to the higheft pinnacle 
of glory, infenfibly began to lofe her 
priftine comelinefs under the tuition 
of Marini and his pupils, who by a 
drain of falfe fimilies and extravagant 
conceits^ ftripped the mufes of their 
natural graces. The Spaniards foon 
catched the contagion in the feeble 
condition they were in, and Lorenzo 
Gracian, fome of whofe works have 
been tranflated into Englilh, further 
eftablifhed this falfe tafte, which hq 
attempted to methodize in a formal 
efFay, entitled de Agudeia y arte de 
Ingenio ; by which means the pleafing 
elegance of nature was disfigured by 
a combination of pedants, who lofing 
fight of every beautiful idea, con* 

temning 
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temning at the fame time the rules 
of art^ made way for their infipid va- 
garies.— -Thefe unmerciful defpoilers 
may be claffed. under three heads in 
Spain ; the firft violated all the laws 
of the drama, and introduced innu- 
merable defeds on the ftage, which 

— • 

have never been eradicated : of thefe, 
Chriftoval de Virues, Lope de Vega^ 
and Montalban, weye the principal 
leaders, and were followed by Calde-* 
ron, Salazar, Candamo, Zamora, and 
others, who to the raoft glaring im-* 
proprieties;, fuperadded a ridiculous 
bombail and afedation of language, 
which became fuperlatjvely intolera-? 
ble and abfurd. — ^The fecond clafs 
confided of thofe who in itnitation of 
the Italians and their unnatural Con-^ 
cetti^ introduced fuch ap extravagant 

profufion 
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profufion of falfe fentiment, equivo^: 
cal expreffion, and fwoUen periods^ 
as recalled to mind thofe ancient 
times, when fuch men had been fo 
feverely handled t>y Horace ; and 
not content with doing fo much in* 
jury to the drama, they further ex- 
tcfnded it to lyric compofitions. — The 
third clafs was diftinguifhed by the 
pedantic appellation of CuUos^ ** or 
tefined,'' which comprehended a fet 
of puritans, who out of falfe zeal for 
the chaftity of the mufes, endea- 
toured to introduce a greater purity 
of didion, btit by their awkward 
and ignorant prefumption, fubCli* 
tuted obfcure and unknown expref* 
fions to a new and turgid dialed. At 
the head of thefe was the poet Lsuis 
de Gongora, the count de Villarae-^ 

diana. 


f 
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diana^ with others of Icfs note, who 
contributed to difiFufe an univerfal 
bad tafte, and difcredit the mui^s^ 
Tapping the very foundations of their 
temple, and pointing their fhafts 
againfl the few remnants of beauty 
and eloquence in every branch of li*- 
terature : to fuch^ a low (late was 
true genius reduced by thefe vandals^ 
that the greateft applaufes were given 
to vile punfters and minftrels, and 
every retailer of falfe wit, under the 
denomination of Difcreciones^ who in 
a former age would have been hiJQfed 
off the flage with the moil fovereiga 
contempt. 




WhUe an univerfal iangour tbio 
pervaded. every mind« the royal ftcdi 
partook of a fimilar decline of na- 
ture. 


\ 
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turc- The progeny of the great em- 
peror Charles now drew near to its 
laft gafp! whatever may have been 
the caufe, the mufes gradually 
drooped with the empire of thefe 
monarch^, and in conjundion with 
{he difmembered dominions of the 
Philips, expired under the feeble 
Charles the fecond, who leaving no 
ifluei a prince of the houfe of Bour- 
bon afcended the throne of Spain.--- 
The national drefs of the Spaniard^ 
as well as his charader, were altered ; 
his fable garment was changed for 
the gay and eflFeminate modes of 
Verfailles; Spanifh gravity was put 
out of countenance, and he was de- 
prived of his darling whifkers, as the 

_^ - ' 

favage Rumans much about the fame 

time 
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time had been defpoiled of their 
beards (a).— Perhaps you are .ifnac^ 
quaihted with the importance of 
whifkers at that time in Spain and 
Portugal : It is told of Don Joam de 

(a) When the emperor Charles's german foldiers 
quarrelled with their Spanifli comrades, they 
ufed to fwear in german By Got^ laying hold of 
their whiflcers ; firom whence, the Spaniards miftak- 
ing the meaning of the t^ord, have called ivhifkers 

• • • 

ever fince by the name of Bigoits^ though the origi*- 

iial wdrd is MofiachOj from the Greek word ftv^^ 

the upper /i^.— Whiflcers and beards were points of 

great tdnfeqiience in Spain in thofe days and any 

infult offered to them was not to be borne with, even 

after death by the Cid^ as the grave Cobarruvias teUs 

us, It was/aid^ that a Jew having pulled him by the 

beard on his tomb, out of contempt, God permitted 

that the figure of this champion ihodid extend its 

marble hand to its fword, and draw it one third oat 

of the fcabbard ; on which the affrighted Jew fcream- 

ed out, which brought people together, who related 

the ftory, and (omcfaid it caufed the Jew to be« 

come a Cbriftian ' 

Caftro, 
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Caftro, a Pdrtugueze viceroy in Irt-» 
dia« that being in greats want of ma-' 
ncy» and deGrous to borrow a. larger 
fum in that country; he pawned one 
of his whiCkers, as the moft facred 
pledge he could think of ; whicb 
he afterwards honourably redeemed i 
in which he aded with more puncti- 
lio than that famous Spanifii hera 
the Cid^ who obtaining a fum of 
money of a jew on his plate, inftead 
of fending it to his houfe, ordered 
only a cheft of fand ; — thotigh he ajf- 
terwards made reftitulion in his wilL 

Adieu.— My next will be from the 
Efcurial, where I am going to fpiend 
a few days, and then prepaire matters 
. for my departure for England^ 

LETTER 
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» ( 

itmarks mddi in the Hlrary of the EJcurid^ M 
'Spamjh commeatiaiorsy poetical traffftations €f 
., greek md latin cU^csy and itoHan auibors* 

i$SOURIAL> AxTOvstad, ij/8. 

IH AV£ taken this opportunity to 
. come to the Efcurial in order 
to view this, grand edifice more at 
leifure, when the court is not here^ 
hnd to indulge a few hours fludy and 
refcarch in thfe very curious li** 
brary, of which you have already 
heard fomath^ as well as of the famous 
building^.of : the Eicurial, the great 
:work of th& gloomy Philip the fecond, 
^hkh coft hijQ fix millions of ducats. 
His long rei^n ibrmfli^d him mace- 

P oyei\^ 
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over the pleafure of feeing it perfect- 
ed, with the additional fatisfad^ion of 
the whole having been compleated 
under the dire^lion of .two . Spanifh 
^r^rchite^s/ Jphn Baptifl de Toledo, and 
his pupil juan deHerrera; a ftru^lure 
of which you have of late feen fomany 
accurate accounts, that it leaves me 
little to. add oh the'fubjed, more 
than tainform ybu^that, asto the ex- 
aggeratioQ ' of this* building having 
eleven thoufand. windows, fourteen 
khoufand doors, and ei^t hundred 
pillars, it ; is denied "by their own 
Tivriters, as well as '.what has been 
vfaid of the . tabernacle ; on the 
^reat altar being of porphyry, with 
ctighteen pillars of agate, and being 
fourteen yearis making ; alfo that the 
ceiling qf the choir was painted by* 

Titian : 
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Titian i that the glafa windows were 
fixed in frames of filver gilt, and that 
the library contained an hundred 
thoufand volumes; all which are fe* 
tmlous inventions, introduced bf 
novel writers and book-^makers, to 
amtife the credulous public in fo* 
reign countries. 

The library may contain about 
thirty thoufand volumes, and may 
undoubtedly be efteemcd as a very 
curious and valuable colle6lion : 
I fpent a cohfiderable tiiiie there 
•with great delight. It would be an 
herculean labour to attempt giving 
ajferies of the numerous collections 
of Spanifti poets, commentators and 
tranflators, from the Greek, Latin and 
Italian poets, I nxean to confine my- 

P » ^ felC 
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felf only to poetical books. ^The 
nioft antient colle6lion of poems 
is that made by Baena in the xeign 
of John the 2d, ^enDioned before; 
whichiiJnniahufcriptin this library, 
and continued by Hernando del Caf'- 
tilio.^— Lorenzo dd Ayala publiflied 
at Valencia, in 1588, another col- 
lecSion, entitled Jar din de amadores, 
** The gartien of lovers;" to which 
may be added the Romdncero generd 
pf Migael de Madrigal^ in 1604, 
that of T* tores in 'Madrid ip 1614; 
and the iicft part of the Tiforo de Di- 
vina piefmhoia various writers, Pe- 
dro de E^nofa compiled the firft part 
of the jflores^de poetas\itufius de Efpmi&% 
printed at Valladolid in 1605, where- 
in the compiler alfo makes a cortfpi^ 

•cuous figure- - :* *•' 

' . .. It 
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It was the misfortuae of >e«-' 
ters, at that time in Spain, to be- 
loaded with comrpentators, who 
equally preffed good and bad authors 
into the fei vice/ and burthdned them^. 
with the weight of their dullnefs; thofe' 
who had not the temerity to attempc 
the Greek and Latin claiBcs, becaufe- 
they did not underftand them, fell 
without mercy on the works of their^ 
countrymen, and fome would <:0«i'^ 
ment upon their own works, which gave 
birth to the moil monftrous produc- 
lions. Even the learned Marquifs de 
Santillana commented upon his owii 
Provefhios ; the poets Juan de Mena 
and Garcilafo de la Vega had nume- 
rou» commentatbrs ; and- the ob* 
fcure Gongora -liad thrie fuck wri- 
ters, who were fo iiilfUccersful ^ba( 
• • P3 they 
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they require another comp&entator for 
themfelves* 

- The tranflations of poets in the 
Spania language are numerous, 
taken from Grcefc.and Latin aur 
thors, as j/vell as from the Provenzal, 
Italian, Portuguese, an4 latterly from 
the French. Gonzalo Perez tranfla- 
ted the odyffey of Homer, and Chrifr 
toval de Me fa the iliad, which laft is 
dill in manufcript. The medea of Eu- 
ripides wa$tranflatedby Pedro Simon 
Abril in Barcelona, in 1599. Bpfcan 
tranflated ffora the Greek poet Mu- 
feus, as Lewis de Leon did from Pinr 
dar, and Villegas from Theocritus. 
Of Virgil there are feyeral tranflati^- 
ons befideis that of the Marquifs of 

< 

ted 
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ted the eclogues in 1 516, at SaragqfFa^ 

Tuan de Guzman^ a fcholar of the 
*-' » ■ • ' 

famous Sandius Brocends, that is^ 
Sanchez of Brozas in Eftremadura^ 
tranflated the Georgics in blank verfq 
at Salamanca in 1586* Ghrifloval 

« 

de Mefa tranflated the aen^is in oc- 
tave rhymes in 1615, but that by 
Luis de Leon, publifhed by Quevedp 
at Madrid in 1631,, is far fuperior^ 
and may be considered as ^n excel? 
lent performance. . 

* 

The art of poetry of Horace ha4 
been excellently tranflatpdby Efpinel 
as well as by Luis de Zapata, printed 
in .Spanifh verfe at Liflion in 1592. 

Ovid*s metamorphofes have been 
tr?ipfla<ed into Spanilh bjr fip ve- 

P 4 ral 
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ral hands, particularly by Philip Mey 
at Tarragona in 1586, with great fac- 
cefs, which fhews the tafte of Don 
Antonio Agufjin archbilhop of Tar-^ 
ragotia, .who kept Mey iri his palaCce 
as a printer, whom he employed 'm 
his own valuable and learned works* 
This great: prelate notwithftanding hi^ 
prions occupations had a favourable 
opinion of the mules: He began a 
|x>em in praife of the fountain of 
Alcover. which he had obferved in ^ 
vifitation of his diocefe, and directed 
Mey to' finifli it. • — r-The epiftles of 
Ovid were tranflated in blank verfe 
by Bon Franc^fco de Aldana a capr 
tain in the army under Philip II. but 
when (he author's brother Cofrao 

r 

printed his^ other poeiias at Madrid 
in 159 IS this tyork-wsw-lb ft:afc«'^5hat 

- lie 
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he WHSidblig^dtoomitit. Mtny other 
tranflatidns from the greek and latin 
claffics are to be found, and I have 
this n^oment received a new book on 
that fubyedl fr^mMadrid,byDo« Juari 
Antonio Pellicer of the king slibr?iryt 
who has jul^ pwbliftied an introdu^Or 
ty effay to a future work, which is to 
comprehend all the learned $pa^ 
Xiiafds who have ttanflated the fa- 
thers!, philoFophers, greek and latin 
hiftorians and pqets {a). 

The italian poets were introduced 
at an early period into Spain, vlt is 

(d) Enfayo de una bibliotheca de Tradudores Efpa* 
^oles donde fe da noticia tXt las traduciones que bay 
en C^ilUno de la Sagrada Efcritura, Spates Padres, 
£Iofapbos« hiSoriadores medicos, or^d<:)re$, poeias, 
air ^riegos como latinos ; y de otros autores c|ue ban 
ilorecido antes de la invencion de la imprenta por 
|>oi).Juap Antonio Pellicer y Saforcada, 8cc. Ma- 
drid, X778. 

fomewhat 
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{bmewhat ; remarkable that all ^ their 
great geniuflies owed their irnproye- 
ment to the Italian fchool. It was 
there that Mendoza, Bofcan, Garcila-^ 
£o de la Veg^, Quevedo, Ercilla, and 
many othprs formed their tafte, ^and 
when the Spaniards loft their domir 
jiions in Italy at the death of Charles 
II. it fefsms to have been the priixci-f 
pal caufe of the decline of literaturd 
aioongft them* 


The learned Marquifs of Villena had 
at a very e^rly period givep a tranf- 
lation of Dante at the defire of the 
Marquifs pf3antillana, and the fam^ 
poet was afterwards tranflated iri 
verfe with notes by Don Pedro Fer- 
pandes de Villegas arcdeacon of Bur-» 
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COS, and primed in that city in 1515, 
^t the end of ^ which the loth faitir(? 
pf Juvenal is added by the author^ 
brother Gej-onimo d^ Vijlpgas prior 
pf Cuevas Rubias. — The Triomfi of 
Petrarch was turned into Spanilh 
verfe and publiftied at Medina del 
campo in 1554. The Orl(i7^do fur^ofo 
of Ariofto was tranflated at Tolede 
in 1510 and again by Don Geronimo 
de Urrpa, printed at Lyons in 15^6. 
The Tears of S(L Peter by TanfiUo, an 
Ualian poet of the twelfth century, 
has been twice given in Spanilii^ 
l^rft by Lewis Galvet de Montalvo, at 
Toledo, in 1587, ?ind then by Don 
Juan de Sedeno. Tanfillo haviqg 
written % licentious poem in his 
youth, it was fupprelFed at Rome, and 
inferred ia the Index pf prohibited 

books. 
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books, which afFeiftcd him fa much, 
that it occafioned this elegant poem 
of the Tears oj St. Peter ^ which the fa- 
mous Malherbc ' has alfo tranflated 
into French. TanfiUo has beert 

fometimes compared to Petrarch. 

« 

The Gierufalemme Liberaia of Taflb 
has been tranflated into Spanifli by 

« 

Juan de Sedeno at Madrid, in 1587 
*— There are two tranflations of the 
Pqjlor Fido of Guarini, the firft by 
Suarez de Figueroa, of Valencia, in 

•i6og, the fecond by the fail? hand 

* 

of a Lady, Dona If^tbela de Correa^ 
and printed ^t Antwerp in 1694- 
But to return to Taflb, Faria a Porta- 
gufeze writer proves in his life of Ca-. 
moens, that ihe poem of the Liifitid 
is prior to Taflb, as the Lufiad was 
^bliflied in 1572^, and the firft 

edition 
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edi(;ion of the Gierufdkmme Liberaia 
appeared imperfe^l in 158 1 , and com- 
pleat ac Venicie in 1582, which la 
nine years later than theLufiad ; from 
whence it is evident the Portugueie 
had acorred epic poem before the 
Italians. Faria even goes 'further4 
and endeavours to fliew that TafTd 
has borrowed fome of his mod beau- 
tiful pafTages from the Lufitanian 
bard: it is moreover lingular, thai 
while Voltaire endeavours to depre- 
ciate the Luflad with the Teeming 
jealoufy of a rival, he extols fome 
paffages of the Araucana^ a Spanifli 
poem by Don Alonfo de Ercilla, 
wherein the French poet compares 
the ipeech of the Indian chief Colo^ 
tola to his people, with that of Neftot , 
to Achilles and Agamemnon in the 

. firft 
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fitfl book of the Iliad, and' gives tbd 
fuperibrity to the Spaniard over 
Homer. YoU will of courfe be cu- 
rious to -hear fomething further of 
fuch a diftinguifhed writer.* Don 
Alonfo de Ercilla^ a gentleman of 

« 

Bifcay, was a knight of the order of 
St. James, and gentleman of the bed* 
chamber to the emperot Rodolph thd 
cdl He was brought up at court from 
his youth, having been page to the 
emperor Charles and Philip his fon, 
whom he attended in all his expe^ 
ditions to Italy,/Flanders, Germa- 
ny, and England. Being in Lon^ 
don, when he heard that a rebeUion 
had broken out in the town of Arauco^ 
in South America, he iitimediate'* 
ly quitted England and embark- 
ed for America, ds a volunteer in 

the 
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the caufe of his country; .where he 
diftiriguifhed himfelf with extraordi- 
nary valour againft the. Indians, 
writing by.r\ight the anions he had 
been witne^ of by day, and for 
want of dther convenieocies, compo- 
fiiag his poem on fcrapj. of paper/ 
or pieces of leather, taking up alter-^ 
nately the fword or the pen ;~-afr 
tet many a6ls of heroifm, he had the 
good fortune to reiarn to the court 
of his mafter^ and produce a beauti*/ 
fi^l poem which was perfe^ed at the 
age of twenty-nine ; the firft part of 
which was pritited in, 1577, fo that 

he -holds a diftinguilhed rank a- 

»•'■«' • • 

mongft. the poets of the golden age, 
though I had not mentioned him 
before ; as, does alfo Don Francrfco de 
Borja prince of Equilache, knight of 

the 
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the golden fleece^ and viceroy of PetiX 
till the death of Philip the 3d, iii 
1 62 1, on deceiving news of which, 
he embarked for Spain, atid retired 
to Valencia, his native country,, tho! 
he went agahi to the court bf Madrid/ 
where he died in his 80th yeari Iri 
his leifirrebours, he principally devo-* 
ted himfelf to the mufes, and chiefly 
Excelled in^ lyric compofitioni^^ in* 
fomuch that he has heen clafled 
amongd the nine mufefs bf Sp^in, 
which, wkh-himfelf confifted of Oar* 
cilafo <Id la Vega, Villegas, Qiicvedo* 
the count dc Rebolledd, the two Ar- 
genfoks, Lewis de Leon, and Lops 
de Vega. 

I fay nothing to you of the fine 
coUt^lion of Arabic manufcripts, in 

the 
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iht library df the Efcurial, many of 
which are cufioilfly painted and efH" 
blazoned : Were I to fpeak to you 

» 

of i filler art, dr had I the mufical 
talents of a Burney, I might give 
you ^ furthef defcription of a cari- 
ous book in this c6lle<^ioh, being a 
treatife upoii mufit, with defigns of 
upwards of thirty different tnufical 
infiruments, which would give! infi- 
nitb pleafiire to the lovers df that 
fine art, if there! were any meains of 
obtaining a copy of theniy iti Order 
to acquire a more perfect knowlefdge 
of the flate' of mufic in this country 
tinder the dominion of the Arabs. 
The authors nante is Abbi Kajfar Ben 
MtLhommed Aipharaibi^ with the follow^^ 
idg title, as tranilated by Gafiri, the 

% king 8 
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king's librarian, in his account of 
thefe manufcripts : 

N^ C M V I. . 

jibbi Najfar Ben Mabommed Alpbaraibii 

MUSICES ELEMENTAL 

AdjeSlis notis muficis et injirumentorum figuris 

plus trigintay 6?r. 

4 

After a long converfation in this 
library With an ingenious friend, 
who is a paflionate admirer of Cer- 
vantes, we were going away highly 
pleafed, when the librarian wha at* 
tended us with much courtefy and 
good manners, recalled our attention 
to a fmalt cheft of antient coins^ 
which be acknowledged to have no 
extraordinary merit ; but they had a 
very fingular one in my eyes, as I 
difcQvered them to have belonged tp 
the great archbifbpp of Tarragona, 

Don 


< ; 
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t)on Antonio Agu(linv(whefe curiousr 
library is alfo here) and to havq been 
the ^ original coins which feryed him 
to draw up thofe learned dialogues on 
medah, fo univerfally admired in d\\ 
countries* and which have been tranf* 
lated into italian and latin. -*^I was 
pleafed to fee there, a coin of the ifland 
of Rhodes, with the head of the famous 
ColofTusy^ and the name of th? city 
ftamped on it, PoaioNi whiqh the? 
archbi^iop tells us, in dialogue the 
fecond^ .they fhewed him at Rome in 
the.churich,of,5aa^^ Crocedi Giervfa-, 
Umm^,. -a?^! pne of ^he thirty piecjS^ of 
maney , witif .Vf|iich Judas, betrayal 
our Saviour ; bat tbi&^ had, Uttle dSe<^ 
on,(;he learned prelaite, who;|late? the 
imp^roba^bil^ty. thereof, and that Judas 
wa$.'more likely to have been paid 

^ 2 with 
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f • * 

witfc Sielh, or other coin of the cdfln* 
^ry, ii^'hd' was rewarded out of the 
ihonciy belonging to the public trea- 

* * • 

fiify. The obfervation that fallows 
I (hkll giVe yoii in the archbi(hop*s 
Owri ivdrds : ** B. Why then do they 
hold tets'toin as -a relic in Rome? 
A. Jf'br'the fame teafon they have 
at the cbnvent of Pbblct fin CaUik^ 
rtiay £oi ftiewihg a' larg€ dice four 
titriesf^^S' large as the comitiofi oh€s, 

r 

atid df i jafpier colour, which tbdy 
fey fe dfnte bf thofe, with which tiie fol- 
di*rs plztyed fot tlie garments of our 
LbtcFf silt thefe kind of things are 
refyiinteitath, aftd'do hot dc&tve 
fo^^dii ■ a itame as- ii/Hics, fitice -thJiy 
iJvi^r^^fteis infihiitifob t)f fitt,*'--fBut 
^Miigaitt feilitJg • Into digrtffioii^; 

i.:r.q n:.^:: :..:. vj . ' ^ttdiSfge 
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indulge me with pftft r^fli?^ipn ji^pre 
l^efbre I quit this^- 4^fultpiy letter,; 
and that is» that after revie wing fupU 
a variety of commentatars. which the 
Spanifh language afford?, I lament 
that the great Cervantes is no longer 
underAood by his countrymen, and 
that this claflic writer, fo well ac- 
quainted with the inmoft recefies of 
the human heart, and who abounds 
with the moil beautiful allegories, yet 
remains without a fingle commenta- 
tor ! — Let me exhort you then to 
continue your attention to this great 
author, in whom nature herfelf fpeaks 
her own language, and I hope when 
I have the pleafure of feeing you 
again, I may without being a mini- 
(ler of ftate, or yourfelf a fuitor for 

Q, 3 court 
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tourt favour, make you the fame 
compliment which the earl of Oxford 
did to Rowe the poet, and give you 
joy that you can read Don Quixotic 
in the original. 


IfiTTER 
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LETTER XIV. 

Revolutions andprogrefs of the Sfanijh Drama. 

MADRID, August 6th, 1778. 

IN the prefent critical moment, it 
is impoflible for an Englifliman 
to be lukewarm, who has a true love 
for his country.— ^Though our ene- 
mies were ever fo numerous, we fure- 
ly are equal to dangers, let them be 
ever fo great. — A thoufand duties call 
me home, I long to be with you, and 
to take a more a^ive part in this 
noble ftruggle ; you have my beft 
wiflies, that fuch vigorous exertions 
maybe crowned with fuccefs ^ I cannot 
fubmit to the idea of yielding even 
the length of a wave on our natural 

Q^ 4 element : 
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fslemjent : Oh faireft iflan4 ! may thy 
(dominion ev^r be acknQwle4ged, 
and thy fpirit of freedom, commerce 
and hstppinjcfs, be revered and a^' 
mired till time fhall be no more ! 
r — In this penfive flraiix I f^unter 
fhrongh the flreets of Ma4n4, fake^ 
my evening's walk in the Pr(i49f and 
|:hen return hprne, and prepaf^ mat- 
ters for my departure from hence : 
but I havp hitherto faid nothing to 
you of thp thes|.tre, ai^d yp^ will of 
courfe exped fomething on that ful^« 
jed. If you will give roe leave, I 
will take up the fubje^ frorn a very 
early date* fince I have feei^ the ftate^ 
ly remains of an ancient Raman ther 
atre a( Morviedrq, near V^l^nei^^ 
which fhevs that thefe entertainment^ 
were known in Spain uader the Ro- 
\ mans, 
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Qiaiis« though we caniiot afcertain ai; 
what period. If you believe the re-» 
port of Philoftratus, iii his life of 
ApoHoQius Ty^na^us,, tjie iohabitants 
of Boetica had never feeo iQy thea- 
trical entertainments, and when a 
few indigent (IrpUers firft appeared 
amongft (hem, they g^^ed with the 
utmoft aClQiiifliment at th^ir awkward 
gcftures ; the citizens pf Ipula in par- 
ticular were fo aftoniflied at a trage- 
dy performed by thefe a^ojrs, that 
the audience flood aghaft, and con- 
fidered them %s fo many fiends, 
frocpi whom they fled with the utmoft 
precipitancy ; all which is fuppofed 
to hs^ve happened under: the reign of 
Nero. Be this as it may, moft pro- 
bably they totally ceafed under the 
ravaging hand of the goth : at laft 

the 


s 
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the Trobadours revived the Roman 
i^pirit, which extended itfelf to the 
kingdom of Aragon, with the dramatic 
mufe in the days of the marquis of 
Villeha, and at its union to Caflile, 
began to dawn in this latter kingdom. 

The Cancionero of the poet Juan 
de la Enciha, contains many drama* 
tic pieces of his, aded durifig Chrift- 
mas, Shrovetide, and Eafler, in the 
houfe of the Duke of Alva. Thefe 
entertainments not only conllfled of 
padoral dialogues, and fubjec^s of 
love, but were moreover adapted to 
the facred page, and reprefented the 
paffion of our faviour and other 
parts of fcripture, but fuch pieces 
tould give but a feeble idea of the 
powers of the drama; as to their 

other 
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other performances, the adors were 
moftly diflblute men, incapable, from 
the depravity of their manners to feel 
the delicate fentiments of the Greek 
or Roman mufe, or thofe noble paf- 
flons which inflame a generous mind ; 
much lefs to reprefent their eflFeds : 
fo that the compofitions of the times 
were fuitable to the turn of the ac- 
tors, and reftrided to fcenes of low 
life, fimilar to thofe manners which 
conftituted their principal chara6lers. 
Thefe gave origin to that noted one 
of the Cele/lma, in the tragi-comedy 
oi Calixto znd Melibea^ tranflated long 
fince into Englifli, under the title of 
I'he Spanijh rogue^ a piece totally un- 
worthy of the flage> in which vice is 
depided in fuch lively colours and 
immorality fo openly exhibited, as 

» 

to 
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to excite our utmofl indigna^tion. 
Its author is unknown, though frpm 
its clqffid language fame have attri- 
buted it to Juan de Mena, others tQ 
Roderic de Cota. The original piece 
had only one aS:, and was afterw9rd$ 
compleated by Fernando de Rocas. 
it was firft written in prpfe,. then 
turned, into verfe by Juan de Sedeno 
at Salamanca, in 1540. It has been 
twice tranflated into French, firft by 
an anonymous hand at Lyons in (329, 
and reprinted at Paris in 1542, where 
it was again tranflated by Thomas 
Laverdin in 1598. The fam€ difTo^ 
lute temper iqfe6led the Fortuguezc 
drama ; the coined ics of Qeorgp 
Ferreirg, V^fconcellos, after they were 

printed at Evora in 1566, were im- 

* 

med^iately fuppreffed ; in other rcr 

fpe{^4 
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fpe^4 he' united the comic poweh of 
Pliiuttis and Ter«tice ; they wete ttaDir> 
lated into Spatiifh ac Madrid In i6^t^ 
by Don Fernando Ballefiros y Siave* 
drb, and have been again reprinted 
bets in. 1735, by Don hldH Na£rari-^« 
under the feigned name of DOn Do« 
mirigo;F«rtUHo Qiiexillofo.— Whilcf 
the Spanifli dran^a laboured undeif 
all theHt difadvaniagdd^ a new Ro^ 
fcius arolfe in the pcrfdrt of Lopcf 
de Ru^daOf 3eVill6, trhofe pieties do 
honour- to his fiieitioryy as w^U is ki« 
theatrical abilities as a performer ; 
he was A gold'beadit* by Irade^ and 
kiiftki(6 fuffieient Ibt hiM tha£ Get- 
V&tmi Wh^ was his cont^mpo^aty, 
hm (pdkiffa highly in his favour ad- 
ding thtft tioiie had equalled- him &i 
an wQ3Sf- or In thQ natural tuth of 

his 
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his dialogue 'and juftnefs of charadeTv 
His prologues, and interludes are di- 
^nguiflied by the name of pajfos,^ 
which fhews the antiquity of thofe 
compofitions known at prefent by 
the names of Loas^ Entremefes and 
&j^fl^/^i.-^— Alonfa de la Vega fticceed- 
ed Rueda as a writer and a perfdr-^ 
mer, but is much inferior to him as 
a writer* His Thotomea conftfts of 
eight fcenes, but his Duquefa de la 
Rofa is not divided into fcenes or a6ls» 
aiKl forms one continued feries^ . 


The ftagc in thofe days made a yeiy 
mean and inoonlidet'able figure; 
Cervantes informs us./ that ipjthe 
time of Lope de Rueda all the; appa-^ 
ratus of a theatre miight be :WT9pp6d 

up in a bag^beito^ nothing jBorc 

than 
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than four gilt leather £kins, as many 
falfe l)€ards and heads of hair, witb 
three or four flaves. Comedies were 
then nothing more thanpaftoral dia* 
logues between fliepherds and fhep- 
herdeffes^ with interludes, in whicK 
the ribaldry of a negro, the boafla of 
a coward, and the blunders of a Bif^ 

^ • * 

cayner, like the bulls of our Teagw^ 
form the principalpart,and we owe to 
tbem our BabadiL a name neverthelefe 
of great renown in Spain, as Falftaff^ 
certainly was in England, tilj it fell 
under the difpleafure of Shakefpeare^ 
Lope de Rueda was admirable in all 
thefe cha rapiers, and doubtlefs would 
baye made an excellent Abel Prugger^ 
though inferior in other refpeds to the 
great Rofcius with us. In thofe dayi; 
there were no changes of fcenes, no 

battles 
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battles with hoife and foot bettveeil 
thriftiakls &nd itiodrs, tib palTages foi' 
the addrs in the centre of the ftage^ 
the whole 6f which cdnfifted of i few 
boards laid over benches, no ma-' 
thinery bf ahy kind^ an old curtain 
drawn acrofs, divided the part where 
the i£lors were to drefs, and whdre' 
the muficians fung without the afBft' 
jince of inftrumedts< — hopt de Rtkeda 
died U dordov^i and in confidehl'' 
tion of his great merit w£ls intetted iti 
the Cathedral betw^n the tWo chditi 
ntit tht famous jefter Luit Lopez< 
As an a6iot h^ had ft fuec^flbr m Na^ 
harro of Tokdo, Who imitated Rfi^dsl 
In the low cornier The bag W2t6 H^ 
placed by trunks to hold the additi 
onal furniture, he placed the mttfici- 
ahs before the Aage, abolilhed- the 

general 


ml- 
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g'eneral ufe of falfe beards, referving 
them for their true characters; he 
Httroduced battles, clouds, thunder^ 
lightning, florms, and fhipwreck. As 
a writer, Rueda was followed by 
Chriftoyal de Caftillejo^ and were it 
BQt for want of decency, his pieces 
would be excellent, particularly the 
Gon/lanza, which is in manufcript in 
the Efcurial. After this a more po- 
lite genius, Juan de la Cueva, of 
Seville, improved the Spanifh ftage, 
and greatly refined the language of 
the drama, by his foft and melodious 
numbers. His theatrical pieces were 
aded at Seville in 1579, and printed 

there in 1588. I come now to 

fpeak of the great author of Don 

Quixote as a play-writer. The 

R title 
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titles of his plays are La GranT'urquef- 
ca^ La Balalla J^aval^ La Jerufalem^ La 
Amaranta o Mayo, El Bofque Amorofo^ La 
Arfinda, and La Confufa^ printed at 
Madrid in 1615, and reprinted in 
1740. He was the firft who divided 
the drama into three Jomadas, or 
a6ls, and was a flrenuous ajQTertor of 
the true tafte of the ancients ; on 
which account he attacked Lope de 
Vega with all his might, but the po- 
pular applaufe was too great in favour 
of his aptagonift> who ingratiated 
himfelf fo much with the people by 
indulging their verfatile humour, ad- 
ded to his exuberance of fancy, 
and the juftnefs of his charaders, 
that he carried all before him, 
like an impetuous torrent breaking 
down all the barriers of oppofition: 

by 
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by which means,, as another Shake- 
fpear, Lope de Vega acquired uni- 
verfal admiration. The fecundity 
of his genius was fo great, and his 
produ6lioDs fo rapid, that he did not 
give leifure to the public to diftin^ 
guifh the efforts of genius from the 
wild fallies of • intemperate fancy; 
nor could the feveral attacks of Cer- 
vantes, Villegas, Chriftoval de Mefa, 
and others, prevail againft this favou- 
rite bard. — His fucceffors copied his 
defe(9s without poffeffing his beau- 
ties ; Calderon, who came after him, 
gave the finifhing hand to the fatal 
plan of Lope, and with the fame ad- 
vantages of language and wit, per- 
verted the minds of the people. His 
fcenes are repeated triumphs of vice, 
in w^iich the fair fex are taught to 

R ? facrifice 
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facrifice every thing. to the impreffi- 
ons of lOve, to defpife the advice of 
tender parents, and yield to the infi- 
dious arts of feducers. He gives eve- 
ry encouragement to licentioufnefs 
and revel, and his wit was the more 
dangerous from being delivered with 
the moll beautiful expreifion ; his plots 
are well laid and ingenioufly fupport- 
ed, all which in fuch able hands 
might have been applied to the moll 
laudable purpofes ; though fome of 
his plays have been more correft and 
cfcaped the general cenfure. Solis 
is not inferior to Calderon in ele- 
gance and ftyle, particularly in La 
Gilanilla de Madrid^ El Alcazar del Se^ 
creio, and Un Bobo hate ciento. Some 
of Moreto's comedies are not without 
merit, fuch as El defden con el defderi^ 

to 
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to which may be, added. El Hechizado 
por fuerza^ written by Zamora, alfo 
his Cajiigo de la miferia, and fome o- 
thers, that do honour to his memory. 

With refpec^ to tragedy, they date 
it from the end of the 15th century, 
or beginning of the 16th, when Vafco 
Diaz Tanco de Fregenal produced 
three tragedies that never were 
printed, wherein they may difpute 
the palm with the italians, who have 
none of an earlier date than the So- 
phinijba of Treffino, and another on 
the fame fubjed in 1502, by Galeoto, 
marquifs of Carreto. To thefe may 
be added, the tragedies of Hernan 
Perez de OUva, printed in 1586, ^£a* 
Vengenza de Agamemnon and La Hecub/i 
7r^^, Gompofed on. the model of the 
■' . ■ ^ R3 greeks. 
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greeks. The two tragedies of Jftfe 
Lqflimqfa and Xife Laureada^ by Ber- 
inudez,,publiflied in 1577, have not 
only great variety of verfification and 
harmony of numbers, but infinite 
merit in their compofitions ; the 
fame may be faid of the tragedies 
of Juan de la Cueva ; as for thofe 
of Gabriel LaiDTo, they fall much 
fhort of the former, either in lan- 
guage or invention, Cervantes 
praifes thofe of La IJabela^ La Filis and 
La Alexandra, which were written by 
Lupercio de Argenfola. 

In 1609 five tragedies of Chrifto-' 
val de Virues were printed, which 
had but a middling reputation, no 
more than that of the Pompeyo of 
Chriftoval 4e Mefa in 16 18: as to 

Lope 
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Lope de Vega, I referve myfelf to 
fpeak to you more fully concerning 

him in my next letter. Little can 

be faid in favour of the tragedy of , 
J)ona Ines de Cajlro^ by Mexia de la 
Cerda, or Los Siete Infantes de Lara^ 
by Zarate, in 1651, which, with fome 
other pieces void of particular merit, 
brings us near to the demife of 
Charles the sd* 

Since the acceflion of the Houfe 
of Bourbon, ^ the tragic mufe has 
been chafler, and the genius of the 
French drama has rendered them 
more correct. Don Auguftin de 
Montiano, in his tragedies oiVirginiai 
and Alatdpho^ publifhed in 1750 and 
1753, may be ftiled the Spanifh So* 
phocles, and be faid to be equal to 

R 4 Corneilk 
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Corneille and Racine in the juftnefsLof 
the drama, uniting the fire of the 
Gallic eagle with the melody of the 
fwan. Mr. Hermilly has tranflated 
his Virginia into French, as well as 
his firft difcouirfe upon Spanifh tra- 
gedy which precedes it, and to him 
I mud refer you for the prefent. 


Adieu ! 


LETTER 


1 
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LETTER XV. 

- . .. . - - i I . 

^ketcb of the life and character of the famous 

foet Lope de Vega. 

MADRID, Auguft 15th, 1778. 

THOUGH I perfedly agree 
with you in opinion relating 
to our immortal Shakefpeare, yet I 
cannot refrain from doing that juf- 
tice to his contemporary Lope de 
Vega which his inoft extraordinary 
talent^ deferve ; I (hall therefore at- 
tempt tp give you the chara<9:er of 
this great poet, which is no eafy 
tafk when bis ^imazing abilities are 
confidered ; however, I Ihall venture 
to proceed as this will be the lad let- 
ter I fhall write to ypu from hence. 

Lope 
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Lope Felix de Vega Carpio, born 
the 25th November 1562, was the fon 
of Felix Vegade Carpio, a gentleman 
of Madrid, who had the reputation 
of being a very good poet, a turn 
which he obferved with rapture in 
his child from its infancy, and 
which the fond parent cherifhcd with 
the greateft delight. At five years of 
age young Lope could read fpanifb 
and latin fluently, and even make 
verfes which he exchanged with his 
fchool-fellows for pictures and other 
trifles. His father, charmed with 
this furprizing dawn of genius, fpared 
no pains to cultivate a darling plant 
that feemed to encourage the mofli 
flattering expectations. At the age of 
twelve, Lope was matter of the latin 
tongue and the art of rhetoric ; could 

dance 
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dance and fence with eafe and dex- 
terity, and fing with a tolerable tafte. 
r-Endowed with thefe accomplifh- 
ments, he became an orphan at his 
firft entrance into the world with eve- 
ry preflure of diftrefs, and was taken 
into the fervice of the bifhop of Avi- 
la, in whofe praife he wrote feveral 
»pa(lorals, and made his firft drama^ 
tic effay, with a comedy intitled La 
Vqftoral de Jacinto. He foon after 
quitted his patron, went to the 
univerfity of Alcala, where he fludi- 
ed philofophy/ and took a degree, 
then returned to Madrid and became 
cretary to the Duke of Alva, who 
entrufted him with his moft weighty 
concerns. Encouraged by his new 
Mecenas» he again tuned his lyre, 
and fung his praife in a poem inti- 
tled 
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tied Arcadia. About this time he mar-* 
ried Dona Ifabela dc Urbina, a lady of 
fafhion.on account of whofe gallantries 
he foon after fopght a duel, and hav- 
ing grievoufly wounded his antagor 
nift, fled to Valencia, where he lived 
fome yeajrs ; after which he returned 
again to Madrid, where loling his 
wife, he felt himfelf animated with 
a military ardour, and repaired to 
Cadiz to embark on board the great 
armada, fitting out by Philip the ad, 
againft Queen Elizabeth. In thi^ 
fleet he failed for Lilbon in compa- 
ny with his brother, a lieutenant 
in the fpanifli navy, who lod his 
life in that expedition. Our poet 
had his fhare of the misfortunes of 
that difappointed fleet, and appeared 
at Madrid without a finglq friend, 

became 
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became fecretary to the marquifs of 
Malpica, and afterwards to the count 
of Lemos. Though his firft marriage 
was fo unfuccefsful, he was in hopes 
of being more fortunate in that ftate 
with Dona Juana de Guardia, a lady 
of rank whom he foon after loft. 
Inconfolable at thefe repeated af« 
flidions, he entered into the eccle- 
(iaftic ftate, was ordained a prieft 
and appointed head chaplain to 
a congregation of priefts at Ma- 
drid, though he ftill courted the 
mufes, making this the chief re- 
laxation that foftened his forrows. 
He was now in the zenith of his 
poetic glory, and his reputation be- 
came fo univerfaLthat pope Urban the 
eighth fen t him the degree of doiSlor in 
divinity, and the crofs of the order of 

Malta, 
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'Malta, added to a lucrative poft id 
the apoftolic exchequer, which Lope 
held to his death, which happened 
in his feventy-third year, to the great 
regret of the court, and every learned 
man in the kingdom. The duke of 
Sefa, who was his patron and executor, 
caufed him to be interred at his own 
expence with fuch pomp and magni« 
ficence as had never been feen be*' 
fore for a private perfon ; the duke 
invited all the grandees of the king- 
dom, who attei^ded in peribn^ in 
token of their concern at the lofs of 
fo diftinguifhed a charader. The 
funeral obfequies lafled three days, 
all the clergy of the king s chapel 
aflifted, three bifhops officiated pon- 
tifically, and three of the moft clo* 
qiient orators exerted themfelves in 

praife 
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praife of the deceafed, adding new 
laurels to the fame of Lope de Vega, 

> 

with whom, when living, many 
princes gloried in being acquainted. 
Pope Urban wrote himi a letter in 
dnfwer to a dedication of his po- 
em ia favour of Mary qu^en of 
ScotS) intitled Corona tragica de Maria 
Sluardo. Cardinal l&arbarini held a' 
very intimate correfpondence with 
him, as did many other cardinals and 
noblemen, who courted his friend- 
fhip. When he walked in the ftreets, 
he was gazed upon and followed 
as a prodigy, he was, moreover, load- 
ed with prefents, and by the ra* 
pid fale of his numerous works foon 
amaffed a confiderable fortune, and 
acquired a capital of 150.000 ducats, 
befitjes his annual income of fifteen 

hundred 
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hundred ducats, arifing out of his bei;^ 
nefices and employments ; fo great 
was the fertility bf his genius, the 
amafing readiriefs of his wit and 
rapidity of thought^ added to his 
animated exprellion, that perhaps 
there never was a poet in the world, 
either antient or modern, that could 
be compared to him/ — His lyric corn- 
pod tions and fugitive pieces, with 
his profe effays, form a coUedion of 
fifty volumes, befides his dramatic 
workSj which make twenty-fix vo- 
lumes more ; exclufive of four hun- 
dred fcripcural dramatic pieces, call- 
ed in Spain Autos Sacramentales, all 
which were fucceffively brought on 
the ftage.; and what is ftill more ex- 
traordinary, fpeaking of his printed 
works, in one of his paflorals to 

Claudia 
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Claudio he fays they form the lead part 
of what fiill remained in his clofet. 
It appears from his own authority, 
that he ufed conftantly to write five 
iheets a day, which multiplied by 
the days of his life, would make 
^3h^^b (heets; then reckoning the 
number of verfes correfponding to 
each iheet, it will appear that ex* 
clufive of profe he wrote 21,316,000 
verfes, an unheard of exertion and 
facility of verfification ! Our author 
poQelfinganinexhauftiblefund, which 
like the fire of Vefuvius, continually 
afforded new matter, and blazed out 
inceffantly. So extraordinary was the 
rapidity of his genius, he would often 
fihifh a play in twenty-four hours, 
and fome comedies in lefs than five 
hours, with as much corrednefs and 

S elegance 
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elegance in bis verfe, as the *mofl; ia<^ 
boiired pieces of other writecff of bis 
time; Sucb was tbe contemporary 
of ^r Philip Sidney, Shakefpeare, 
and Spencer ; m his Laurel de ApoUo 
he has celebrated all the good poets 
of his time, but none were more uni- 
verfally praified from all parts than 
himfelf ; his furprifing faculties were 
Aicb, -that in his dramatic pieces be 
bjToke through all rules of ait, yet 
fuch wa^ his fuccefs, that he was 
conftantly the favourite of the pub- 
lic, and drew peipetual burlls of 
applaufe. — It was not his fault if 
b^is fucceflbrs had not his talents to 
conceal their defers, and only imi- 
tated bis imperfedions, rendering the 
Spanifh drama infupportable whea 

deprived 
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.^prij?e4 of tlie b^^^uticis of Lope; 
^is .was i)r.efe«i riiy ^eiivantes, \Vl19 
jfe|^(i^fib^ Qiir poet wit^ tjeftroying 
4»p rnks ^<rf iti»e .#»!%?. gs daid dpw# 
Jb^ ,theja}i<aflntpi>n drder tp court ipor 
|>!Alar :^p4)laure ; to ,ol>tain <^bich he 
ijpft figl^ ol ^very idea of nat^rq, 

1 

p3[ good ^afte, .adding. *h^t i^ ,i>rp.- 
jjability of cfable 4j(viQdled ia hi^ 
ihaods., »nd ,v?as .wafted .aiway by .-^^e 
.«li<?hanting .magic o/yerfe.; ;^\liinuy 
:Qf titne and placd ,\vas amuhUated,; 
•his iherods came out of their cradles, 
and , wandered from eaft or weft as 
lovers or combatants, put on the cowl 
.of i?»onKs,4iediaqloyftecs,and worked 
^xnitacles op the ftage. The ifcepc U 
.^yftHlported from Italy to flanclers, 
,and as eafilyrihifted froni Valf^ncU tQ 
'Mexico, Footmen difcourfe like 

S 2 courtiera, 
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courtiers^ princes like bullies* and 
ladies like chambermaids. The adors 
appear in legions, often feventy at a 
time, and clofe with numerous pro- 
celHons, which is ftill kept \ip with 
us» as well as opening graves, and 
burying the dead, performing the 

moll awful rites of mortality by way 
of amufement, which for my part I 
muft own makes my heart recoil at 
the difmal fight ; nor can the moft 
captivating language of Shakefpeaf^ 
overcome my feelings at this glaring 
indecorum. 


So fenfible was Lope of the wild- 
nefs of his imagination, and how 
wantonly he fported with the confi- 
dence of the public, that fpeaking of 

himfelf, 
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himfelf, he acknowledges his fault in 
the following words ; 

Mas ninguno de todos llamar puedo 
Mas barbaro que yo^ pues contra el arte 
Me atrevo a dar preceptos^ y me dexo 
ILlevar de la vulgar corriente^ a donde 
Me llaman ignorante^ Italia y Francis. 

And again^ 

Y efcrivo per el atte, que inventaron 
Los que el vulgar aplaufo pretendieron 
Porque como los paga el vulgo^ es Jufto 
Hablarle en necioj para darle gufto. 

That is, '* that he was fenfible of the 
reproaches Italy and France would 
make him for breaking through all 
rules to pleafe the ignorant public, 
but fince it was they, that paid for it, 
they had a right to be pleafed in 
their own way/' 

S3 X have 
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I hax^d now gJveri yottBot^ Acfes^ *| 
the queftion, relpet^ing thlfs gr^at 
man ; were I to fpeak to you of hi^ 
perfonal virtues, they are yet fuperiot 
to his litetatry talfent^. His* benevo- 
lence and charity towards the i6dir 
gent and diftrefled was fo great, that 
he always exti^nded his hand to th^ 
needy, infomuch that nptwithftand- 
ing bis confiderable fortune and in«. 
come, no^t more than fix thotifand 
ducats wei'e^ found at hfs^ cfeath. — Q 
illuftnous bard, if an Englifhman is^ 
not capable of doing! juftice to thy 
poetical numbers, and the harnaony 
of thy verfe, accept at leaft of this tri^, 
t)ute to the gopdnefs of thy heart. 


LETTER 

t 4 I I » . V 


J 


SPANISH POETRY- 263 


LETTER XVI. 


Cftjy of Burgos, ^cmb of the Cldy and of Jung 

John the Second* 


B U R G OS, jjth Auguft, 1779. 

THE next day after I had the 
pleafure of addrefiing my laft 
letter to yoQ, I fet out from the 
town of Madrid, and paffing through 
Segovia and Valladolid, arrived at 
the antient city of Burgos^ where I 
pfopofe making a halt for a few days; 
to enjoy a little reft after a fatiguing 
journey, and to look about me i^ 
this venerable city, dwindled from 
it» former Q>Iendour, but fiill the 
refidence of many noble funilies, il- 

S 4 lullrious 
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luftrlous for their lineage and milita* 
ry atchievements. — In this city Ed- 
ward, of England, eldeft fon of our 
king Henry the 3d, was knighted in 
1254, by king Alfonfo the wife, and 
married the princefs Eleanor of Caf- 
tile, that amiable woman, who when 
her hufband was wounded with 2^, poi- 
foned arrow in Palefiine, fucked the 
venom opt of the wound, and refto- 
red him to health. Nor was the 
Englifii nation wanting in acknow-^ 
ledgments to this ajOFedionate prin- 
cefs, who dying of 9 fever on her 
journey to Scotland, was conveyed 
10 Weftminfter with great funeral 
pomp, and elegant flone croffes were 

« 

ereded at each place where the corpfe 
refled. — ^Thc cathedral of Burgos is a 
moll magnifilceiit {Impure in the go- 

tbic 
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thic tafte, and has a great refem* 
blance to York minder. — As this is the 
country of that famous Spanifh hero 
RodericDiazdeBivar, commonly calU. 
ed the Cid^ who lived in (he days of 
Ferdinand the ill, I did not forget 
to vifit his fhrine at , the church 
of San. Pedro de Qardena^ about fix 
miles from h<^nce, belonging to the 
benedidlin^ monks ; I went there 
with the fame curiofity as Ifliould to 
view the tomb of Guy earl qf War- 
wick, or any of our renowned Engr 
UCh champions.-I accordingly mountr 
ed my fourfer with becoming gravi- 
ty, and repaired to his tomb, which 
is in a particular chapel of the church 
of San Pe^ro, with the arms of all 
his relations depided on the walis^ 
and a long fcroli of his genealogy and 

exploits. 
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exploits. lit the veftry they hiave aid 

G&Iginal ponrait of hrm^ done hnntd* 

cbately after his' death.— His mctofXf 

h held in fudt v^eneration^ ibat tb^ 

good man, who Aewed xhe eve^ 

thrng^ twice called him a §iim, bat 

fi'opped (hort amd corrected himfelf. 

No warrior, howiever, has had fis^ 

Bitich faid of him ; he has a feparatef 

chronicle of his Kfe and a^ion^, kt 

one volunie in folio, primed M 155* 

by eomniandof the infant Dott Ferdi-^ 

nand afterv/ards emperor, who gawt? 

this commiflion to Velerado abboC of 

the convent of San Pedro. The wri^ 

ter fays he extra<?led it frotji the origi-^ 

iial chronicle in the archives Of that 

Jioufe; but in that he is miAaken^ 

for it was- not an original hm an aa* 

ti^nt copy according to the tcftimony 

of 
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of B^y^nzay ai. monk of the faniQ 
^oUf<fti' wfe6 ^bout twenty year* a^v 
publifi^ed ks antfqaites, tnr two vo^- 
^tttij!*^ {tt foHo,. and fappofe* that th^ 
original €hrdWkle erf the Cid '^as firf| 
writteft in atabfic, by 2^ coiwertcd 
moor, tvrth hW' fadv wl!iD were fdrvant's 
to ^he 6idi and wSf8 afterwards tranf- 
latedi««> Spanifti. The ardhbilhdp 
of Toledo, and Don Lucas de.Tuy^ 
2tte rjpok^n of ki this chroDide« 
tho' (hey fldurifbed in the riiiddle of 
\he 13th century^ and the Cid di*- 
ed in logg, th^fr^folfe this chronick 
rtfuft* have . been coiitiniaed by ano- 
thtt hand as father Saifihiento bbferyes^ 
but \4^fthdat itnf)eaching the verad- 
tjr of its contebts. The getieral 
chronicle of Spain was? compiled bf 
order of Alfonfo the wife^ yet who- 
ever 
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ever reads what is faid of the Cid, 
and vice verfa^ will doubt whether 
the general chronicle was copied 
iirom that of the Cid, or the latter 
from the former: but they ftill, 
have their {hare of merit as far as 
they elucidate the manners and cuf^ 
toms of the times, when divefted 
of the fables and fuperftition with 
which they are clouded. Since the 
burning of Don Quixotc*s library, 
not only romances but many of 
the chronicles are become very 
fcarce, and they are now reprint- 
ing a general colle6lion of them 
at Madrid.*^ In vain have I fearch^ 
ed for Arhis de Bretana^ who was lurn^ 
ed into a crow, finqe which time no 
Englifhman, according to Cervantes, 
will ever kill a crow. The elucid^* 

tio^ 
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tion of this point I muft leave to 

yourfelf. 

» 

To return to the Cid, every thing 
belonging to this great warrior is 
facred; his fwords are admired and 
{hewn as great curioGties ; one of 
them is in the king's armoury at Ma- 
drid, and is called Colada, iti allu- 
fion to its fine temper ; on one fide it 
has thefe four letters s i s i. and on 
the other no no. According to Ga- 
ribay the hifiorian, the Cid took 
this fword from the Count of Barce- 
lona, when in arms againft the king 
of Aragon.— The other fword was call- 
ed the Tizona, ** The flaming fword/* 
which he wrefted from Bucar lord of 
Tunis. This fword belonged after- 
wards to the Infent Don Ramiro of 

Navarre, 


L 
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^avacre, £rom whoTc houfe it mag 
given to the family of Peralta. .3ai;u' 
doval, bifhop of Pamplona, in his 
4:hronicle defcribes this fword w^hich he 
ffivt,^ and fays, on one fide it ka,^ 
|;l\efe words Tofoy la Tijona quefue he- 
,cfia at la era de mil y quarenta. On ,th0 
.Q^^er iide Ave Maria gratia ^lenp. ZJol- 
i»i»z^,— -The Cid was defcended fran? 
JLain Calvo, one of ,the judge3 ,qf 
.Caftile : Jie left two daughters iDpiqa 
.Sola, married to the Infant Don 2c^ 
<iro eldefl fon of Peter king of Arsji- 
^on, and Dona Elvlna .^P ,EK>i;i Raojqfi 
3ancho, eldeft Xon ^of Sancho Gafa^ 
king rof Navarce^ His panegyrif^ 
have entered into eodlefs detailsin hi^ 
praife ; even his hprfe Babieca hag npt 
been omitted, a?id is faid to ;hav€! 
lived forty-four years. Having taken 

a folemn 
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H fcdeoEudi ^€vv$U of tj^s m^nOan^ 
avbich m»s buiU -on ihiB i^euuiiHs :of ii 
parlaoe tbelonguig ^o JthH hearo, I ^tr 
:Ctuiiiied back «o BuiCgos, iirikmg .^ 
a itt^le (to the rig^, tp vi£t Jl^^ 
jffor^s a cofCKf nt of Cktrcbu^an^, given 
to that xnrder .by Jobn ithe ad king 
pf Caftik, iWvho h itoteatred in tbei^ 
sbnxch )befoxe ^e giseat «li;ar, an4 
ims .a beautii^ marble monjUtmont ar 
domed ^wjith infintfte vto^meiViSkkp' 
This tioonb the fueople call here a 
^ntsthepn.^-^ j^w in tjUejchoic, anoni- 
^nal pmitfait of ^is daughter Kkbella 
iqneen .tDf 'Gaftrle, who >appears to 
h2L,ve been very handfome. There .is 
a full length pidtu^e of iher in the pa^ 
lacex>f Buen Retiro at Madrid. — ^You 
MviH fay that I have quitted my ground 
finee I have penetrated into old Caf- 

lile, 
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tile, aiid have oeferted the i)6ect 
for the chronicifes, but allow me this 
digteffion in favour of a hero who 
infpired the great Corneillc.^afad fiir- 
nifhed a ful>jed for the fublime geni* 
us of that celebrated poet.— What 
would the bold Cid fay, if he was to 
appear again on the horizon ? If he, 
who to prcferve his precedency broke 
the chair of the Fretich ambaflador 
in the prefence of the pope, was to fee 
his own countrymen making peace 
with the moors, and foliciting leave 
of the pope to eat fifh in lent. ' Not 
like the devout heroes of thofe and 
fubfequent times, when the Englifh 
and French, according loRapin, fought 
a bloody battle juft before lent, to in- 
tercept a convoy of fifh, and num- 
bers 
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bers loft their lives to afcertain.who 
Ihould dine on a herring. 

9^ In the reign of Henry VI. when John Duke of 
Bedford was regent of France in 1429, he fent from 
Pari^ to the Englifh army then belieging Orleans, a 
convoy of fait fi(h, the lent Ifeafon being come, which 
with the artillery and ammunition, made near five 
hundred carts, under the command of fir John Faf- 
tolf, one of the braveft genqrals in the Englifh army. 
The convoy Was attacked on the road to Orleans, by 
the French under the count of Clermdnt, at the head 
of three thoufand men, but they were repulfed with 
great (laughter by the £ngli(h, lofing fix fcore lords 
and about fix hundred men. This adion was called 
♦' The battle of Herrings." 
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LETTER XVII. 


Privileges of the different orders of noHlky 

in Spain. 


B U R G O S, 4th Sept. 1778. 

YOU aCk me what fart of figurd 
the country gentlemen make in 
Spain, and who are the people fliled 
Hidalgos. To the firft I fhall anfwcr 
that as the Corles^ or parliaments have 
been aboliflied ever fince the accef- 
fion of the houfe of Bourbon, all the 
confequence of the country gentle- 
men has ceafed. The Hidalgos claim 
a defcent from thofe valiant foldiers 
\vho retired into Caftile, and (he 
mountains of Afturias, and other re^ 

mote 


% 
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ioaote parts of Spaing on tke invalion 
of the moors, where having fortified 
themfelves, they fucceffively defceild^ 
led into the plains^ in proportion to 
the fuccefs of th^ir arms i -•»— from 
the notoriety of their perfons, dr the 
lands they became poJOTeffed of, they 
Acquired the appellation of Hidalgos 
notorios^ Hidalgos de fotar conotido^ or 
de cafd folariega ; of thefe according to 
Hernando Mexia, there are three 
forts, the ift beitig lords of places^ 
Villages, towns, or caftles, from 
whence they took their firnames, as 
the Guzmans, M endozas, Laras, Gui** 
Varas, and others ; the 2nd, who re- 
covered any fortrefs from the moors, 
as the Ponces oi Leon^zndoihtrs; and 
the third fort, from the places where 
they refided or held jurifdidion, as 

T 2 Rodrigo 
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Rodrigo de Narvaez was called of 
Ancequera, from being Alcayde there. 
But this definition is not confidered 
as exa6l or conclufive by Otalora^ 
another civilian, who fays that the 
true meaning of. Hidalgos de folar. con- 
ocido. is explained by the laws of Caf- 
tile, to be a well known manfion 
or poffcffion, the nature of which is 
particularly explained in the laws of 
the partidas^ lib. 5, tit. 35. which de- 
fcribe three forts of tenures called De^ 
vifa, Solariega andJBehetria. By the firft, 
lands are devifed by the anceftor, 
folar is a tenure upon another pcrfon's 
manor, and obliges the owner to 
receive the lord. of the fee when ne- 
ceffity obliges him to travel, and Be- 
hetria is in the nature of an aUodium. 


In 
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« 

, In proportion as thefe Aborigines 
gained ground on the Moors, and in- 
creafed in their numbers, many pri- 
vate perfons diftinguiflied themfelves 

w 

by their valour, and obtained tefti- 
monies of their fervices, called carlas 
de merced^ which ferved them as a 

* 

foundation of their birth and good 
defcent, without which documents 
their pofterity could not make it ap* 
pear; and if from a lapfe of time, 
or other unavoidable accidents, fuch 
proof fliould happen to be loft, or 
deftroyed, the law affords them a re- 
medy under thefe circumftances, by 
a declaration importing, that fuch 
perfons as are fuppofed to have had 
fuch certificates, may be relieved by 
making it appear, that their ancef- 
tors, time immemorial, have always 

T 3 been 
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][>eea held ^nd reputed as fiidfdgos^ 
and enjoyed the privileges of fach, 
from a ftrong prefumption ixx tbeiT 
favour ; the pofieflion of land having 
equal force to any other document, 
which is fully fel forth in the prag* 
matica of CQirdova. To thefe ex- 
ecutory letters are granted* cartas ex^ 
ecutoria^^ expreffive of their privir 
leges, and for the better regulation 
of thefe matters, proper officers are 
appointed in the chancery courts, 
called alcaldes de lor hidalgos, who ought 
to be hidalgos tbemfelve$, and hold 
jurifdi^ion in thefe cafes, and no O'* 
thers ; but even here innovations 
have taken place^ for as thefe grants 
flow from the (bvereign, who is the 
fountain of honpur, feme ate declar- 
ed Hidalgos de fapgre^ by right of 4e- 

fcent. 
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iicent, and others de prwilegio, or by 
oftoe, in which, the will of the fove- 
iretgn hais made amends for any de- 
i&ci^cy of blood. 

There is a fct of people near Se- 
govia at a place called Zamarramala, 
who are exempt from tribute on ac- 
ccMiiojt of the .care ibey take in lend- 
ing proper perfons every night to the 
caAIe of Segovia fo keep centinel— — 
one cries out Vek^ vda^ hao^ and the 
other blows a horn> from whence 
they have been titled hidalgos by the 
horn. In Catalonia thofe gentlemen 

who are ftiled Hombrfsde JPareja^ are 
confidered the fame as hidalgos in Ca^ 
lUle, and were fo called from the 

« 

woTd parejar^ to equip, this name 
being given as a diftindion by Bo- 

T4 relQ 
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relo the 4th, count of Barcelona, at 
the fiege of that city in 965, who 
fummoning all his valfals to come to 
his affiftance againft the moors, nine 
hundred horfemen well mounted and 
equipped joined him, and with their 
aid he took the city, and this ap-: 
pellatlon has been given in honoura- 
ble remembrance of this loyal a6lian. 

You will of courfe be defirous to 
know what are the privileges that 
thefe ^oble Hidalgos enjoy ? The 
princip^^l of them are as follows : 

1 . The firft and greateft privilege 
which they hold by law is to enjoy 
all pofls of dignity and honour in the 
church and flate, with liberty when 
churchmen of having a plurality of 

benefices. 
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beneficesi They are qualified for 
receiving all orders of knighthood, 
and are to be preferred in all em- 
baflies, governments, and public 
commilHons. 


2. When they are examined as 
witneffes in civil and criminal cafes/ 
their depofitroxis. are to be taken 
in their own houfes, without being 
obliged to quit them to go to thofe 
of others. 


3. In all churches, proceflions and 
dthfer public ads or affemblies, they 
are to have the next place of honour 
and precedency after the officers of 
juftice, conforming themfdves to' 
particular cuftoms. 

4- They 
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4. They are not obliged to accept 
of anyr challenge for combat, fuppof" 
iDg fach were allowed of, but from 
tbofe who are thdr equals. 

5. Though it is forbid to guard!- 
aas to puTchafe the «ftates of minors, 
this does not extend to Nidcdges m 
whooi the law does not fuppofe any 
£raad, and they may purchafe them 
publicly. 

6. They are permitted to be feated 
m courts of juftice in prefence t>f the 
judges, from the refpedl and haoour 
due to them. They have alfo feats 
in the couru of chancery, in confide* 
ration of their birth, which gives 
them a right to be near the peffoa& 
of princes. 

7. Tbeit 
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^. Their perfons are free from ar* 
irell for debt, nor can any actachment 
be laid on their dwelling houfes, Rir* 
niture, apparel, arms, horfcs, or 
piulc$> in immediate ufe, nor can 
they make 3i ceflion of their eftates, 
nor be diflreilbd in Aiits of law, fur*; 
ther thstn their circumftances will ad- 
mit of, but are to be allowed a rea^ 
ibnabU and decent maintenance for 
^heir fvipport. 

8. In cafes of imprifonment for 
criminal matters, they are to be 
treated differently from others. They 
ar-e ^eiieraUy com&ned to their own 
houfes with a fafe guard, or under 
arreft upon their honour, or allowed 
the city or town they live in, and in 
particular cafes are fent into caftles. 

g. When 
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g. When punilhments are infli^ed 
for criminal cafes, they are to be 
lefs fevere to them than to others, as 
they are not to fufFer ignominious 
punilhments, fuch as public Qiame, 
whipping, gallies, nor are they to be 
hanged, but beheaded, except in cafes 
Of treafon or herefy.— ^-In cafes that 
dQ not imply a corporal punifhment 
but a pecuniary one, they are treated 
with more rigour, and pay a largec 
fine than others. 


lo. They are not to be put to the 
rack or torture, except for fuch hei- 
nous crimes as arc particularly fpecir 
fied by the laws. 

11* When there are title deeds ol^ 
other writings or papers in whlqh two 

or 
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pr 6iore perfons have an equal right 
or property, and require a particu^ 
lar charge, they are to be given up 
by preference to th€ cuftody of an 
^iddgo, if any of the parties are fuchi ' 

t2. The daughter o^ an Hidalga 

^ . - » '■ • • ' '• 

enjoys every privilege of her births 

though married to a commoner, arid 

a woman who is not an Hidalga^ eii* 

joys all iheie privileges when (he. is a 

widow, following the fortune of her 

hufband. — But if the widow is an 

Hidalga, and the late hufband was a 

commoner, fhe falls into the flate of 

her hufband after his death, though 

fhe had the privileges of her birth 

during his life. 

13, They are free from all duties, 
calle(i Pechos^ Pedidos, Monedas^ Marte- 

niegas 
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niigas Contribuciones, as well royal ait 
dyil, and all other levies of whatever 
kind they may he, with a referve for 
fitich as are for the public benefit; in 
which they are equally concerned^ 
fuch as the repairing the highways, 
bridges, fountains, walls, definition 
of locufts, and other vermin. 

14. They are free from perfonal 
fervice, and from going to the Wars, 
except when the king attends in per-« 
fon ; even then they are not to be 
forced, but invited, and acquainted 
that the royal ftandard is difplayed. 

15. No perfons whatever can be 
quartered upon, or lodged in, their 
houfes, except when the king, 
queen, prince or infantes are on the 

road, 
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fiDad, as in fuch cafes even the 
houfes of the clergy are nor exempt. 

r 

i6. They cannot be eompelled to- 
accept of the office of receiver of the 
king's rciit&i at any other employ-' 
ment which is confidered as mean' 
and derogatory to their dignity and 
rank. 

17. By a particular ctiOom con- 
firmed by royal authority in that 
part of Caftile beyond the Ebro, ba^ 
ftards fucceed to their parents^ and 
enjoy their honours contrary to the 
royal and common law. 

1 8. If a lady who marries a com-' 
moner (hould be a queen, dutchefs, 
marchionefs, or countefs, for they 

have 
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have no barons in Caftile, not only 
does not lofe her rank, but conveys, 
her tides to her hufband, who holds 
t|iem in right of his wife. 

. Thefe are the general privileges 
which the Hidalgos enjoy ; there are 
fome others of lefs confequence, as 
well as particular grants to certain 
perfons and families. An antient 
and ridiculous cuftom is faid to be 
obferved by noble ladies who are 
widows of plebeians, in order to re^ 
cover their birthright, for . which 
purpofe they carry a packfaddle on 
their fhoulders to their huiband's 
grave, then throwing it down and 
ftriking it three times, fay, *' villain, 
take thy villainy, for I will abide by 
my nobility,'* and then they recover 
their privileges again. 

As 


r 
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-.'ijAs for the titks of marqiiiis and 
too^at, which are , called Titles of Ca^ 
JiUe^ihey feem to be merely honorary, 
artd give much the feme ' rank as 
Vn^ barofiets do in England. The 
merchants of; Cadiz feem fond of 
iL^emi! and IWhea they^ grow rich; they 
are eaCly Obtained; 

'^j Thc'grandtes of Spain form the 
trjQifixA>bility of the country,' and were 
originaUy divided into three clalFes^ 
liierfiril had the privilege of fpeaking. 
coyefcd in the c(?rfej in prefence of 
th^. : king, the fecbrid were covered 
af£er;^ey had fpoken, and the third 
were, lonly ad honores^ with the title of 
oicqllenty, and the privilege of ap- 
pearing with the. others in public af- 
femblies ; fince the extindion of the 

U corles. 
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eories^ theic ptivSxigeB have dwin- 
dled. When thb deich oif the nuir* 
qiufs de Valdermofo was mentioia'* 
ed in ike Matkid gazette, ef the 
6£h of AipH]« i775yais atSxanded 4^ 
the fecstond cliif&, it ^as conctSMti^d 
in ihe feOUowmg one, aidding thift: ^ 
only enjoyed the tii^ lad hoticw*^ 


The dldieft doke ki .Spam feeitite to> 
be the jdnike :of Mtima, StdRittla> 
which dtte wss dirft granted by latig 
John cbeTecoftd tke 17 th of Febnxaty 
1 445* "to lohn Alonlb >de Guzman, 
thiffd Goisnt of NieUa. Our 4ddeft 
diEkie at prefent in England, i^ 4e» 
Toended from Charies Mbwai^, cte* 
ated duke of Noirfolk Iby Rkhaid the 
third, on Jone uStb, hSq^ 


If 
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iif 9Mr this, jjroju <^ ijfte ivfcat fort 
bjr a Ule "the MdalgffS ^id ? I n»i& in*> 
form yoU, it is much the fame with that 
bf .Dd;a I^iego de Miranda, in iDon 
H^i;iixd«e, wild gtfve ^the folldwiflg ac- 
cotiht oif himfellP. '^ My name is t)pn 
*\Diega,d,e Mi,^:^a; l;3Lfa,zniiidalgo, 
^^ a^d )a ^native lOf ifihe ^ijyia^e, . tvhere 
** wiifh'God 3 petmiffion, xve'fhall dine 
*' to (day ; jmy fortune is xppre than 
^' rmradierate^ and 1 Ime with my wlfe^ 
^' tihildreti and friends ; 'my thief 
*!^4mtiTements are hunting apd fi{h- 
" ing» y^t J baVre neither h*wks nor 
vi.ig^reyh'Otifids, 4)wt fom^e ^diecoy par- 
^ tridges, arid a bold ferret ; 1 have 
^' about fix dozen of books, fome in 
* ' Spaiaii&v ^lad x>ljiers iin latin , a kwr 
*' of hiftory, and others of devotion ; 
*' thofe oJF knight errantry I. haye riot 

«r - 

U 2... . ; : v yet. 
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*' yet fufFercd .to come within my 
** doors.' I delight (*) more in pro- 

*A1I thefe lines in the text after this mark* to the 
end of the paragraph, are omitted in the new tranfla- 
tion of Don Quixote, by Charles Henry WihnotyEfq; 
London,. 1774, as MFellas.thofe lines which immedi- 
atcly follow here.-— - 

^^ Sancfao^ who was aH attention to the account 
which the Hidalgagxvc of his life and manners, >vhich 
feemed to him to.be commendable and holy, and that 
fuch a good liver ought to work miracles, threw him- 

* • 

felf off from his afs, and with' gieat Hurry noi tO' 
Wards Don Diego, and laid hold of his right fiiirrup, 
and with a fervent heart, and teats in his eyeSfkifled 
his foot many times ; which being obferved by the 
Hidalgo^ What are you about brother? he faid, 
what does diis mesm ? pennit me to proceed, laid 
Sancbo, for your worQiip feems to me to be the £rft 
faint I have ever feen on horfeback. I am no faints 
anfwered the gentleman, but a great finner ; but you, 
good brother, are 2t worthy man, from the fimplicityof 
your manners.; .; Sancho rettttned to his fatldle^ hav- 
ing at laft extorted a fmile from the truly melan* 
choly afped of his mailer, and caufed further adxnira* 
tion to Dbh Diego. — Don' Quixote alkedbizh how 
many children he had, Scc» ^ 

•* fane 
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^^ fane books than in devout ones, 
" provided that they are notimmo-- 
*' ral ; that the language is degant, 
^^ and that the mind is captivated 
" with the ingenuity of their inven- 
" tion, though of thefe we have few 
^^ in Spain. I fometimes dine with 
•' my neighbours and friends, and of- 
*' ten invite them ; my repafts are 
*' plain and neat, but plenty dwells 
*' under my roof. I never find fault 
** with my acquaintance, nor do I con- 
*' fent to the murmurs of others in 
'* my prefence. I don't pry into the 
** life and converfation otmy neigh- 
'* hours, nor look fliarply into their 
" a6lions. I hear inafs every day, 
** divide my eftate with the poor, 
** without making boafts of ray cha- 
'' rity, not to let hypocrify or vanity 

U 3 ** take 


r 
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'* take poffeffion of my heart, en^r^ 
*^ mies^that gemly ileal upon ihfi itioft 
^^ guatckd minds. I endeavour to 
^* reconcil^^ thofe who ai?e at varidnee/ 
** I am devout to t&fe Virgin lUaiy^ 
'^ and 1^ place my truft iu tb@ in- 
*^ finite mercy of 6od/' 

Wi^h 96%)et(fl ta theiii limetQ^, if you 

want fnrober infbrraatioias conHilt 
Penafiel de Contfera^, a f^mtom Spa- 
nifh antiquary, wbo^, i^ comj^liment 
to Philip the 3d, drew up a^ genealo- 
gical tree of one hundred smdl eigh- 
teen defcems, from Adam down to 
that fovereign ; and, to pleafe the 
then prime miD^ifler, duke of Lerma, 
of the hoiife of Guzman^ he formed 
another pedigree of one hundred and 
twenty-cine' defceots, aJfo from Adam 

ddwa 
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down to the duke, conneding him 
with the fovereign, in the perfon of 
Tros, king of Troy, (great grand 
father bf Priam and i£neas) by his 
two fon$ AjS!aTacu$ and litis ; kovx 
one of whkh Philip defcended, 
and the minifter from the other ! 
What a contagious diikniper is flat- 
tery^ and how lapidJy it flies from 
pole to pole. In the norths John 
Miflen paid a fimilar compliment^^ 
deduced fro^i Adam, to his fovereign 

the king, of Sweden ; and William 
Slater did as much for James the 

id, king of Great-Britain. 


Adieu 
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LETTER XVIU. 


Lordfliip of Bifcof. — Antienf foetry in the VaJ^- 

(uptfe language. > 


BILBAO, Oaober loth, 1778. 

AFTER travelling over a gireat 
many mountains, I at laft ar^ 
rived at this pleafant town^ which 
clofes my expedition through the 
Spanifh dominions. As for the ^n- 
tient language of this country called 
the Vafcuenfe^ we are the more per- 
plexed and in the dark, as all th^ 
books extant in that language are 
modern ; fo that^ it is a very difficult 
matter to give any precife ideas or 
fix any (landard of their tongue, and 

* much 
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much lefs of their poetry, as the na- 
tives feem to have referved a parti- 
cular corner of Parnaffus to them- 
felves, in which they have neither 
rivals nor competitors. 

9 

• ♦ 

If the poem in Vqfcuenfe mention- 
ed by Argot e de Molina in his dif- 
courfe on fpanifh poetry is as antient 
as ' the adions which it relates ; we 
fhould have a tolerable document 
to form a judgement of the ppetry 
of thefe people, about the beginning 
of the fourteenth century, that is to- 
wards the year 1320. If we exclude 
this record, we have no other fpeci- 
men of their poetry, except fome 
fpiritual hymns of Juan d^ Arambu- 
TU, and thofe of Bernardo de Gazte- 
luzar printed at Pau in 1686, and a- 

nother 


a^g ORIQIN OF 

^KH^r Bfionymfm^ poet v»mtkm^ 

by ]l.arr3neadi. The mo|i. feq»aa9 
of tjjcijf pOjets 15 feidi to be Juan 4« 
IgcbievQm,, a Do^or in Divinity, whd 
compofed the lifei of Cbiiift 9Qd. <HF 
fome faints, in this ancient verfe^ 
which were printed at Bay^nme in 
J 650.-^ As for my part I ha,ve m 
vain flodied the language ia the 
grammar of iiaramendi, and am 
willing to take the people on their 
words, who affiAre xoe it is very har-^ 
monious; nor can J give yov any fa*« 
tisfa^ory account of the antiquity of 
the inhabitants who are fuppofed to 
have peopkd Ireland* Ttee mOi ant 
tiquaries agree that the coloinies. of 
Mitefiq^ns. canie frooi Brigaiiitia to 
Ireland, arid O'Flaherty and Keating 
aflert^ that Florian de QqampQ an 

old 
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pld fpanifli writer, prdves in his chro- 
niele, that the Brigantines of Ire- 
land owe xheir origin to Spain, and 
to p^lfTed into Wales; but for my 
pan, as I am as little verfed in the 
irifli tongue ^s I am in the Bifcayan, 
it is not in my power to give you 
any lights on this fubjecft. — — Who 
knows? if I had had the good for- 
tune to read the poems of Offian 
in the original, perhaps it might have 
afforded fome aflSftance, and I might 
have recovered from obfcurity fome 
Bifcay warrior, like Fin gal, who lord- 
ed it over ihefe mountains, and per- 
haps did feats which the moft harmo- 
nious verfes have done juftice to, that 
now lie buried beyond the reach of 
pur moft profound antiquaries. 

The 
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The inhabitants of the lordfhip of 
Bifcay, as a free people, enjoy a great 
many excluiive rights and privileges, 
beyond the Cadilians^ or any other 
fubjeds of Spain. Thefe rights are 
fet forth in a folio entitled. El Fuero 
de las CavaUeros de Vifcaya^ Medi- 
na 1575, which book I have fought 
for in vain, as well as a geographic 
poem defcribing the kingdom of Ga- 
licia, in alexandrine verfe, by Luis 
de Molina, printed at Mondonedo, 
in 1550. 

An iri&man, whofe name is William 
Bowles, who having been employed 
for thefe twenty years as an engineer 
in the king of Spain's feryice, and has 
travelled over moft parts of Spain, 
has lately publiflied fome very curi- 
ous 
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ous memoirs at Madrid, dedicated to; 
the preferit king of Spain, intended 
as an introdudion to the natural hif- 
tory and phyfical geography of that 
kingdom; amongft other things he 
has given a pretty ifull account of the 
genius and manners of the Bifcayans;. 
and has taken fome pains to draw a 
comparifon between them and the 
antient irifh ; but this point ftill ad* 
mits of further illuftration, from the 
very precarious foundation of ali rea- 
foning, arifing merely on a fuppofed 
(imilitude of mannets and cuftoms t 
tho' I rcad'ily agree with him^ in the 
account he give^ of their hofpitabte 
difpofitiob and cbearful temper, ad- 
ded ' to the utmbft induHry in culti- 
vating their ruggecl mountains, by 
which means they have rend^sred the 

greateft 
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greac«(l pan 6f their coumny hotii 
plea(ant and fraitfuL They, more^ 
ovet, apply themfclves do(ely to fo^ 
reign comiaiberce and navigation, h«v* 
in^ been always deeoKd ind^fttious 
traders, and expert and fkilf^l laafi* 
ners^ infom«ich that lar the whale 
fiihery fo fax back as 1575, the E^ 
lifli nkerchants weire obliged to ^od. 
to BifcayJ^r menjhil/kt in the cattktn^ 
(^ the whale ^ Mnd ordering ^/ the i)iii 
and one cooper^ JkUJidio/et up thefidved 
dqftl. It further appears, tki((t we not 
Qiily loft all fBeiBory of that ttade (of 
many ;Ceiituri$fii which wt had knowii 
in tht: days of ikHag Alfred,, ^bnt tbai^ 
the. BHcayans iCarri^fd it pn lotig be^ 
ibre we attempted it again; as well, 
on accQum of the oU as .for thft 
whalebcme : the fiiA £ngli& Aif^ 

that 
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that went on that trade into the bay 
of St. Lawrence, according to Hack- 
luyt, in 1594, found part of the car- 
goe of two Bifcay (hips. that had been 
wrecked there, three years before. 
But, becaufe I am drawing nearer to 
England, you will fay, I am again 
running into digrel&ons, and it mat- 
ters not, who had that fifhery or any 
other maritime commerce at that timlt, 
provided we can hold it at prefent, 
and make .good the old maxim, Imr^ 
perator Maris^ Terra Dominm^ 


• i 


« 
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LETTER XIX. 


> • i 


Departure from Bilbao /or England by fea. Sen-* 

fence of the inquifition againji Don Pablo d^ 

f . » « 

Olavide. 


1 


BILBAO, loth Dec. 1778/ ' 

IH A V E been detained in this 
country longer, than I expe^ed, 
waiting in hopes of a friend who wa^ 
defirous of coming to England along 
with me ; this delay, however, has 
enabled me to furnifh you with a very 
extraordinary piece of news^ no lefs 
than the fentence of the Inquifition, 
againfl an unfortunate gentleman^ 
who at one time was in high favour 
at court, and from whofe abilities 
the greateft expectations were formed. 

You 
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You may perhaps have heard, fome 
years ago, of the proje6ls of this go- 
vermnedt to colonife the dj^fert 
mountains of Sierra Morena, in An- 
dalulia. The Cedula^ or grant for 
this undertaking was iJOTued by the 
king;in 1767, and contains 79 arti- 
cles. The intention of the court was 
to invite 6000 catholic germans and 
flemii^gs,' who were to be fettled there 
\vith pi;oper ejacouragement, in order 
to introduce agriculture and manu- 
fadures, as well as population in that 
delblate diftrid, for the carrying on 
of which the infpedion and manage- 
ment of the whole was given to Don 
Pablo de Olavide, qffiftente, or gover- 
nor of Seville, from whofe knowledge 
and patriotifm it was expeded a flou- 
lilhing colony would fopn arife ; ac- 

X cordingly 
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cordingly feveral towns were built^ 
and the country foon began to wear 
a new afpe6l, but unfortunately this 
get^tleman was fortie time ago taken 
up at Madrid, hurried away from his 
houfe, and confined in the dark pri- 
sons of the inquifition, and* after a 
long and painful imprifomnelit^ waS 
brought in the itiof^ humiliatSbg man- 
ner before his judges, arid the fol- 
lowifig fentence,' which 1 iridofe you 
herewith, pronounced againft him, 
on which I (hall make no comments^ 
as your own judgement will give you 
an idea of the benevolence and libe- 
rality of feniiment that reigned in 
that affembly ; flicw you the weight 
of the charge; thie manner by which 
it is proved^ and oF courfe how far 
he \vas deferviing of the dreadful 
. - punifh* 
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|)uhilhment that followed: by which 
•the prifoner without having- his loy^ 
aky or fidelity to his fovereigh called 
in.queiUon, becomes the moft tinhap^ 
py Ixibjed pofiible and in an infinite*- 
ly worfe ftate thaii the taoft wretched 
J>cffon in the kingdom. 

I now lay down my fpariini lance, 
as well as the golden helmet of Mam- 
brino, and am ha^ening home as 
faft as poffible, refervin^' only^ my 
Toledo blade, made by that factious 
artift Andrew Ferrara.—^The din of 
War founds conflantly in my ears ; it 
is too late at prefent to look back ! 
If I fall, may it be glorioufly in de- 
fence of my country, my beloved 
country, whofe rights I fervently 
wifh may ever remain inviolate ! let 

X 2 who 
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who will be the invader. — Methinks 
I fee you caft a difdainfal look tO'- 
wards the fpanifh mufe ; let me then 
have recourfe to your admired Pe* 
trarch, and in bidding farewell to 
the continent, as I (hall embark at 
this port, I clofe our correfpondence 
with the following lines of that fa- 
vourite poet : 


Del €mpia Babilonia ond e fiTgitta 
Ogni vergognEj ond ogni bene e fuori, 
Albergo di. dolor^ madre d'en'ori 
Son fugit io per allungar la vita. 


.J \ . 


I .' 


Narrative 


SPANISH POETRY. 30^ 

J/arrative of an Auto de Fe, held the 
zjth of Xovember^ *778» in ihecaufe 
of Paul de Olavtde, be/ore Pon Jofeph 
JSfcalzo, and Don Bernardo IsOigorri^ 
inqui/itors of the courts with the iiffijl^ 
ance of fever al perfons of rank called to 
attend thereat^ who were not fsven 
charged with filence^ out of charity^ as 
is cvftomary onfimilar occafions. 

PRESENT, 

Duque de Granada and Count of Mora 

his chaplain Mofa Duke of Abrantes 

Xaraba Don Jofeph Eulate 

Cerda Don Ant. Monfagrati 

Don Patricio Buftos Don Manuel Trevifano 

Don Rofendo Paraf* Don Julian de San 

puelo Chriftobal 

Marquifs de Cafa^ El Maeftro Virgala 

tremanes Dominico 

DukeofHijar El Maeftro Ibaretta 

Marquifs of Belamazan Benedidfcino 

X3 The 
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Thie abbotofSt. Martin. The, Marqui? <Je I4 

Don Juan de la Rofa Hinojofa 

The Vicar of Toledo Don Juan ValcarcelCa- 

Santa Maria nario 

Father CaMcnas a Ca- Don Antonio Angofto 

puchin Colonel . 

El Maeftro Magin With other peribns of 
Mcrcenarian diftinftion to the 

Another Maeftro of number of forty* 
the fame order • 

% 

** The accufied made his appearance 
in a yellow robe with a green taper 
in his hand, and was ordered to fit 
on a bench oppofite to the inquifi- 
tQrs, who had a table before them, 
covered with the papers relating to 
the procefs. One of the . fecretaries. 
began to read a fummary of the caufe 

which was followed by other papers, 

» 

and continued till noon ; at which 
time they had gone through the 

whole. 
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whole, having begim at eight in the 
morning. 

** Thedepofitionsof the prifoner were 
read, taken after his confinement in 
the prifons of the holy oflGlce, in which 
he divided his life into three epochas. 
The firft comprehends the fpace of 
thirty years, in Lima, and in 3p^in ; 
with refpec^ to his notions, in which 
though weak and a, finner, he eonfef- 
fes his true and iblld fentimentd con- 
cerning religion, articles of faith, 
dogmas, rites, and cuftoms of the 
church ; as well as want of that im- 
provement he afterwards acquired in 
the fecond period. This includes 
the fpace from his tour into foreign 
parts, where lofing his temporal feli- 
pity, and jes^lous of that of otbeVs in 

% 4 Spain, 
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Spain, he formed to himfelf his new 
maxims; acquired much knowledge 
in every branch of fcience, became 
acquainted with Voltaire apd Rpuf- 
feau, and other free-thinkers, whom 
he argued with, to fee if they could 
convince him : thusftifling the qualms 
pf his own confciencp, he gave him- 
felf up to his opinions s^nd plea: 
fures. The third period includes^ 
from the ycaf 1767, down to the prjs- 
fent time, when fuU of pre-occupa- 
tions, and falfe ideas of the abufes of 
the regular and fecular clergy ; his at- 
tention to population ; his falfe no- 
tions, of the prerogative, caufing 
impediments to the happinefs of 
ftates ; the fetters of religion ; and opi- 
nions of the Romans; he gave up his 
whole thoughts to the fettling new 

colonies 


. 1 

I 
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/colonies in the Sierra Morena ; and 
taken up with his own ideas, he fpoke 
without reflexSion, with temerity, with 
imprudence, urged on by his op- 
ponents, concerning the fallibility of 
the pope, the tribunal of the inqui- 
iition, and of all thofe things which 
in his opinion might retard or im- 
pede his projeAs : protefling that 
all, that had been faid and re- 
ported, had been ftrained into a dif- 
ferent fenfeby his hearers, and others, 
who might h^ve been fcandalized 
thereat. 


^* Thefe declarations were followed 
by the depofitions of feventy-eight 
ivitnefFes, who certify feparately and 
jointly all the novelties^ we find dif- 
ieminated amongft the free-thinkers 

of 
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b£ the times ; diilinguifliing particular 
cafes . and lads, blafphemies no- 
minatim maintaiqed, and pradical 
cafes on all thefe points. Many are 
con felled, and others he denies, fay- 
ing he does not remember them, o- 
ihers that they were merely deliver- 
ed in the names of their authors; in-f 
fifiing that he nev!er beflieved them in 
his heart. That ipiany we|:e faid in 
a jocafe manner, to try the temper of 
his hearers, and that he fuffered him- 
felf to be carried away with the vain-r 
glory of fliining in converfation. — 
To the objedions of having faid that 
St. Auftin was a poor fimple man, 
and that Peter Lombard, St* Thomas, 
and St. Bonaventure had retarded 
the progrefs of fcience by their fcho- 
laftic forms and abftiufe manner, he 

palliated 
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palliated^ by faying, that in his opi-? 
nion, if they had lived in thefe times^ 
in which the mind has been fo much 
improved by philofophy, they would 
have reaped greater profit, and when 
charged with his contempt of the 
mod facred myfteries, he retorts it up- 
on the abufes of the clergy and hy^ 

^ 

pocrites, on which head he fpoke ir- 
reverently of confeiSon and pafchal 
jcommunion. In this manner he €X« 
culpates himfelf from a number of 
accufations, brought againft him in 
the Vlenarium, wherein go witnefFes 
fpeak more fully and openly. 

'' He is moreover convided by pa- 
pers of his hand writing, as well as 
his own letters, which he has folemn- 
Jy avowed; the fpies and ftratagems 

have 
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have been difcovered by which, he 
endeavoured to perfuade the witnef» 
fts, to recede from their firft depoli-^ 
tions ; alfo his intercepting and open- 
ing the letters of the iqqiiifition and 
falfe anfwers given to hide his fecrets 
and intentions; the confidents em- 
ployed in theTe a<Els, and the inftruc- 
tions given by means of thefe thefts, 
and other arts, by which he difcover- 
ed all the proceedings of the inqui- 
fition, and their defigns; in a word, 
every method which human inven- 
tion could devife to overfet the pro- 
ceedings. 

. -' That ike Roman Emperors were 
fetter than many holy kings ^ he explains 
merely with refpe<fl to natural vir- 
tues. That he ridiculed the religi- 
ous 
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ous men of the order of St. Peter 
of Alcantara when in Rome, whd 
prefendng themfelves to him on 
viewing the 4japitoU he eonfeffes, ac- 
knowledging that their poverty and ' 
nakednefs cooled his enthufiafm in 
their favour. Of this kind there are 
an infinity of inflances : throwing a 
ridicule on the mod facred fubjec^s. 
He calls the inftitution of the Car- 
thufians barbarous^ and if he preferred 
the ftate of matrimony to . celibacy 
and fpoke ivith contempt of the reli- 
gious vows of an afcetic life, and of 
continency, it was only to enconrage 
propagation in a holy manner, being 
fo much wanted in Spain : that all 
he had faid, and done, in the new 
fettlements^ was to corred the abufe 
of alms, to encourage labour, and to 

banifh 
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banifh idletiefs, to which the fettlers 
were prone^ under pretence of going 
to mafs, ^nd other devotions in the 
churches. For his indecent pidures, 
and his portrait^ holding a pidure! 
of Venus and Cupid, lie lays the! 
blame on the painters of Geneva, 
who did them withotit any orders 
from him. The enthufiafai of Cm- 
fades and the increpations of St. Ber- 
nard, who encours^d. them fo 
Arongly; attributing, the fales made 
by the faithful of their eftates, with 
hopes of acquiring better in the hoi/ 
land, to the intrigues vf the clergy^ 
to get paffeffion of them, he reprc^ 
fents, as merely difcourfe held in the 
nameof thofe, who affert^dfach blas- 
phemies in their writings': and the 
faiHeexcufe is given by him, when he 

IS 
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IS convided of having charaderifed 
the order of St. Francis with igfto- 
rance, for fecuring a livelihood at 
the expenc^ of the public by repre- 
fenting poverty as honourable. Jii 
a word^ all that St* Evremont ^* 
claiined againfl' the inftitutes of 
Regulars ; with what was publifhed 
before the councils of Conftarice and 
of Trent^ and the fubtilities of the 
ptefeiit times, under a pretext of the 
public good, and the advamage of 
theJ 61^3^61 ; ' all this,* is Cotnptifed 
under different beads in this firir. 
AH that we he&r- frd^m the literati of 
the prefent age, the Writings of free 
thinkers, and what thefe oracles an- 
nounce, as proceeding frotn prepof- 
feflStoiis; touching the jurifdidiMi 
m Qo wife coercive of the church; 

aU 
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all thefe are proved in the procefs ; 
many are confefled and many ill ex« 
cufed, which are infinite in number ; 
and time would be wanting, were I 
to name many other circumftances 
of this kind. They are more than 
fufficient to pronounce him a formal 
heretic^ to confifcate all his eftates^ 
declare him incapable of all honours 
and dignities; to be banilhed from 
the court, royal feats, new colonies^ 
Lima, and Seville 20 leagues rounds 
To be fliut tip eight yeats in a con- 
vent, where he is to read Thejymbol of 
faith of Fathtr l^uisde Granada, and 
The incredulous without excufe^ of Father 
Seneri, with other lefs penalties, and 
to confefs his fins once a month. 
The inquifitor general pardons him 

. from 
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from the farhknito (a), and he appeared 
in public without his crofs oif knight- 
hood of the order af St, James. 

(4) The famhenito^ fays a SpatiiA vi^riter, is a gar- 
ment covering the breaft aiid flioulders and wore by 
a reconciled penitent at bis trial before the inqui- 
fitors. The name is an abbrevtatiofn of the wordaf 
Jaco benedido "blelTed garmenti" In the primitive 
thurch penitents were clothed in robes bleflcd by 
the bilhop or prieft, and they flood with them* 
at thfe door of the church till they had performed 
their penadcei, wete abfblved from their fins and 
admitted again into the bofom of the church ; which 
Cuftom has Been imitated by the inquifition^ info-^ 
much that, though in the eyes of the world it is ig- 
nominious and afFronting ; if thofe that wear it, 
Continues the fame profound writer ! accept with pa- 
tience, what msty be faid of them by the vulgar; 
it may be of great merit in the fight of God. — — 
Tefero de la Lerigua CaflellAna^ por ^* Don Sabafiian 
dt Cobafruvids Orozco capdlan de Su Mageftad conjultof 
dil Sariio Oficio de la inquijici<yn* Madrid^ iGit 


T ^' 
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'^ On hearing the feiitehcc and find- 
ing himfclf declared a format heretic^ 
he faid; not fo^ and fell, from the 
bench like one in a fit : he made at 
fblemn abjuratidn, aftfer a proteflk- 
tion of faith, was abfolved from 
cenfures, with all the formalities of 
the facred canons, arid became the 
greateft objed of compaffion. He de- 
clared in writing, that the utmoft ri- 
gour was nothing when compared to 

• ... 

his Wickednefs, and all appearances 
feem to berpeak repentance, but de 

occult IS non judical ecclefiar , 


THE END: 
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